
Selected 
Works of 
Korean
Buddhism Buddhist

Apologetics 
in Early Modern 
Korea

Treaties and 
Memorials 
by Joseon Period 
Monks

Works by
Hamheo Gihwa 
Baekgok Cheoneung
Yeondam Yuil

Annotated Translation 
and Introduction by 
Sung-Eun Thomas Kim

Series Editor

Kim Jong-Wook, Dongguk University

Jogye Order of Korean Buddhism



Contents

Foreword ............................................................................................................... v
Editor’s Preface..................................................................................................... vili
Acknowledgments ..................................................................................................xvii
Conventions ...........................................................................................................xviii

Translator’s Introduction .............................................................................  3

Notes .................................................................................................................  32

Exposition of the Orthodox by Hamheo Gihwa

Introduction ■···........................................... ................................................. 43

Edifying the People, with Cause and Effect............................................ 46

In Defence of Joining the Monastics and the Filiality of Monks ........  48

Arguing the Loyalty of Monks to the King...........................................  51

In Defence of not Killing Life.....................................................................52

On the Critique of not Drinking Wine..................................................  58

Reply to the Criticism of Alms-Giving...................................................  60

Teachings about Transmigration and Retribution ................................ 62

Response to the Criticism of the Buddhist Custom of Cremation · · · · 67



Contents X v

Defending the Discourse on the Cause and Effect ofthe Three Worlds ■■■■ 71 

Countering the Critique against Buddhism as a Barbarian Tradition..... 72

CounteringtheCritiqueThatMonksDonotWorkandLiveoffthePeople ·· 76 

Defending the Usefulness of Buddhism...................................................78

Daoism, Confucianism, and Buddhism................................................. 81

Notes...............................................................................................................  82

Memorial Remonstrating Against the Suppression of
Buddhism by Baekgok Cheoneung

Introduction................................................................................................  93

Discussion on the Monastics .................................................................... 96

The History of Buddhism in China.......................................................... 98

First Reason Buddhism Should not Be Suppressed............................ 100

Second Reason Buddhism Should not Be Suppressed....................... 102

Third Reason Buddhism Should not Be Suppressed.......................... 104

Fourth Reason Buddhism Should not Be Suppressed........................ 105

Fifth Reason Buddhism Should not Be Suppressed...........................  107

Sixth Reason Buddhism Should not Be Suppressed........................... 109

Critiquing the Argument That Buddhism Has No Societal Benefits · · in 

In Defence against theArgumentThat Buddhism Brought Misfortune ·■·· 120 

Support of Buddhism in the History of the Eastern Kingdom  123 

Notes.............................................................................................................. 136



xvi Contents

A Long Letter Addressed to Han Pilsu of Neungju
District byYeondamYuil

The Usefulness of Buddhism ..................................................................  154

The Doctrine of Cause and Effect......................................................... 158

How Cause and Effect Works: Permeation .......................................... 160

Problems with the Mandate of Heaven ................................................  163

Argument for the Existence of Sukhavati ............................................. 165

The Effectiveness of Reciting the Name of Amitâbha Buddha........  168

Notes ................................................................   172

Appendix I : Original Texts .................................................................................. 177
Appendix П: Photographic Reproduction of the Manuscripts .......................... 209
Bibliography.........................................................................................................  318
Index...................................................................................................................... 327
Contributors ......................................................................................................... 332
The Committee Organization of the Publication Project of the SelectedWorks

of Korean Buddhism .....................................................................................  334
Selected Works of Korean Buddhism .................................................................. 338


