
Marcella Bertuccelli Papi, Alessandra Ara

Lecture Notes on Irony and Satire

PiS A
UNIVERSITY

PRESS



Indice

I - On the relationship between irony and satire
Marcella Bertuccelli Papi 9

1. Irony 10
2. The phenomenology of verbal irony 11
2.1. Antiphrasis 12
2.2. Speaking literally 14
2.2.1. Modulating literal meanings 15
2.3. Phrasal irony 16
2.4. Irony factors and markers 18
2.5. The boundaries of verbal irony: irony vs sarcasm 21
2.5.1. Irony, sarcasm and facework 24
2.6. Irony, sarcasm and humour 27
2.6.1. Frame shifting 28
2.7. Theories of verbal irony 31
2.8. Irony as a pragmatic phenomenon 32
2.9. Theories of irony comprehension 32
2.9.1. Two-stage theories 33
2.9.2. The Graded Salience Hypothesis 36
2.10. Direct access theories 37
2.10.1. The Echoic Theory 38
2.10.2. Irony as echoic reminding 40
2.11. Irony and speech acts 41
2.12. Irony as relevant inappropriateness 44
2.13. Pretending and echoing 46
3. Attitudes 48
3.1. The nature of attitudes 49
4. Irony as a (complex) attitude 51
4.1. Irony, satire and attitudes 52
4.2. Concluding remarks 59
5. From irony to satire 60
5.1. The complexities of satire 61



5.2. The complexities of genre 63
5.2.1. Genres and text types: the text linguistics approach 64
5.2.2. Genres as cognitive constructs 65
5.3. The big family of satire 66
5.3.1. Keeping satire distinct from parody 67
5.4. Genres as emergent patterns 72
5.4.1. Theoretical digression: Languages as Complex Adaptive Systems 72
5.5. Satirical news or news satire? 75
5.5.1. Text 1 76
5.5.2. Text 2 82
5.5.3. Text 3 85
5.6. Hyperbole in satire 88
6. Summing up 92
7. “A Modest Proposal” by J. Swift 93
7.1. The text type 93
7.2. The genre 94
7.3. Historical and cultural background 95
7.4. An overview 95
7.5. Text structure and content 96
7.5.1. Detecting ironies in the text 96
7.5.2. The use of logic 103
8. Which theory of irony? 104
8.1. Antiphrasis 105
8.2. The Echoic Theory 105
8.3- The Pretense Theory 106
9- Conclusions 107
References 108

Appendix - “A Modest Proposal”
by Dr. Jonathan Swift 117

II - Irony on Twitter: An analysis
of ironic political tweets concerning British Brexit 
and Italian “manovra economica”
Alessandro Aru 127

1. Theoretical approaches 128
1.1. Irony as antiphrasis 128
1.2. The Gricean account of verbal irony 129
1.3. The Pretense Theory 130
1.4. The Echoic Theory' 131



1.5. Irony as relevant inappropriateness 132
1.6. One-stage and two-stage theories of verbal irony 133
1.7. The role of attitudes 135
1.8. The complexity of irony 136
1.9. Irony social functions 138
2. The study 139
2.1. Introduction 139
2.2. Methods and materials 140
2.2.1. Dataset 140
2.2.2. Classification criteria 142
3. Results 146
3.1. Dataset analysis 146
3.2. Critical Discourse Analysis 150
4. Discussion 155
5. Conclusions 159
References 160


