
Russia and Ukraine
Entangled Histories, Diverging States

Maria Popova 
and 

Oxana Shevel

polity



Contents

Abbreviations vi
Illustrations vili
Acknowledgments ix

Introduction: Russia’s invasion and Ukraine’s resistance 1

1 Entangled histories and identity debates 20

2 Regime divergence 57

3 Historical memory, language, and citizenship 87

4 Ukraine, Russia, and the West 113

5 Euromaidan, Crimea annexation, and the war in Donbas 143

6 The road to full-scale invasion 177

Conclusion 217

Notes
References
Index

239
258
270



Illustrations

Tables

1.1 December 1991 independence referendum vote in
Ukraine, and ethnic Russians and Russian-speakers in
Ukraine’s regions, 1989 vs 2001 36

Figures

2.1 Political regime divergence in Russia and Ukraine 74
7.1 Support for EU and NATO membership in Ukraine 220
7.2 Growth of Ukrainian civic identity 222

Maps

2.1 Regions where pro-Western parties won the party list 
vote in parliamentary elections, 1998-2019 55

4.1 Waves of EU enlargement 114
4.2 Waves of NATO enlargement 115


