
Sc
he

id
eg

ge
r &

 S
pi

es
s

Ф Ф ω 
У (С Ф
Οσα 

ω о 
о.

ф
р

ф сб 

•ёё| 

ыб^

Th
om

as
 H

ae
m

m
er

li &
 B

rig
itt

e 
U

lm
er



Intro
06 Foreword 

Andreas Durisch

08 Introduction:
At the Dentist.
Thomas Haemmerli

12 A Short History 
of the Zurich 
Concretists.
Thomas Haemmerli

34 Timeline

Pioneers
Progenitors 
Pathfinders
48 Missionary of a New Society.

Theo van Doesburg.
Brigitte Ulmer

52 Translator of Universal 
Structures. Georges
Vantongerloo.
Britta Schröder

58 Mentor of the Modernists.
Johannes Itten.
Brigitte Ulmer

62 Beaded Grenades and 
Rebellious Dance.
Sophie Taeuber-Arp.
Brigitte Ulmer

70 Our Most Active Member,
Our Number One. Leo Leuppi. 
Thomas Haemmerli

76 Cooking Fats: Constructivist.
Coke: Collaged.
Anton Stankowski.
Thomas Haemmerli

The Four 
Zurich 
Concretists
82 Max Bill

Responsible for Everything 
from Spoons to Cities. 
Thomas Haemmerli

no Richard Paul Lohse
Painting by Plan, Arguing 
by Default.
Thomas Haemmerli

130 Verena
Loewensberg
A Leap Out of the Grid. 
Brigitte Ulmer

150 Camille Graeser
The Sentimental Rationalist. 
Brigitte Ulmer



The 
Concrete 
Universe
172 Group Theory and 

Twelve-Tone Music.
Vera Hausdorff

182 Fritz Glarner. Paris, New York, 
Zurich: The Middleman. 
Thomas Haemmerli

188 Hans Fischli. Building, 
Painting, Sculpting.
Thomas Haemmerli

194 My House, Bauhaus. 
Peter Fischli

196 Binia Bill. New Photography 
and Bill Advertisements. 
Thomas Haemmerli

198 Anna Indermaur. Zurich’s 
Energetic Avant-Gardist.
Brigitte Ulmer

200 The Venues of the
Concretists. 
Brigitte Ulmer

200 A Petri Dish of the Zurich 
Avant-Garde: The Galerie 
des Eaux Vives.

202 Amusement Arcadia: 
Corso.

204 Rubbing Shoulders with 
Zurich’s Establishment:
Club Bel Etage.

206 A Place of Refuge: 
Café Select.

208 Debauchery: Rhino Bill 
and Birds of a Feather. 
Willi Wottreng

212 Scandal: “Bogeyman 
Bill”?—Reconstruction 
of a Dispute. 
Dora Imhof

216 Gottfried Honegger. 
The Lone Warrior. 
Ewa Hess

230 Suzanne Bollag. Brave, 
Charming, Persistent.
Brigitte Ulmer

234 The Mission. Concrete 
Art in the Workplace. 
Muriel Pérez

242 Concrete Art and Self­
Branding. Emblems of 
Rational Action.
Wolfgang Ullrich

246 The Global Presence of
Constructivist Aesthetics.
Christoph Doswald

254 39 Truths



Essays Names
Critique Networks
Market Books
264 Of Complexity and 

Concrete Clarity.
Bice Curiger

270 “Everyone Has Always Been 
Quoting Everyone Else.” 
John Μ. Armleder

272 The Infinite Loop of Pure 
Expression.
Martin Heller

278 Of Cats and Dogs. 
Juri Steiner

286 On the Untimely Relevance 
of the Concretists.
Jörg Scheller

290 Belated Triumph: The 
Concretists on the Market. 
Dirk Boll

296 From A to Z

316 Network

318 Read on!

322 Index

Honors 
Rights
Impressum
328 Contributors

330 Copyrights

334 Thank you. Danke. Merci.

336 Impressum


