Inside Abacus and the Crazy Story
of the Swiss IT Industry

Christoph Hugenschmidt
HIER UND JETZT



Contents

Prologue
p.7

Greed and Megalomania
p.10

“A Packet of Fish Fingers Cost 2.80"
p.30

Friday Beer
p.48

Help! The Multinationals Are Coming!
p.68

Dead Ends, Wrong Turns and Detours
p.88

Vultures, Municipalities, Gold Mines ... and Rewriting
the Software
p.106

E un gruppo di pazzi
p.132

The Puff Pastry Principle
p.153

“Now They've Gone Too Far”
p. 156

The New Abacus
p.172

Epilogue
The Abacus Mystery
p.189

Appendix
p.193



