
Basso Continuo in Italy

Sources, Pedagogy and Performance

Edited by

Marcello Mazzetti

BREPOLS

TURNHOUT
MMXXIII



Contents

Marcello Mazzetti

Introduction ix

Performance Practice Issues:
Stylistic Features and Historical Contexts

Naomi Matsumoto
Realising Arianna: The Problematic Accompaniments
of Claudio Monteverdi’s ‘Lamento d’Arianna’ З

Galliano Ciliberti

La pratica del basso continuo
a S. Luigi dei Francesi a Roma nel Seicento 31

Giulia Nutí

Antonio Vivaldi’s Use of Figures:
«Per li coglioni» and Other Examples 57

Sources, Formats and Accompaniment Layout: 
Stylistic Features and Historical Contexts

Augusta Campagne

Basso Continuo: The Beginnings in Italy 75

Thomas Neal

Between Practice and Print:
Performing Palestrina’s Missarum liber quartus ( 1582)
with Alessandro Nuvoloni’s Basso prencipale co’l soprano (1610) 105



Marina Toffetti

Fossil Traces of Vanished Voices: The Basso Continuo Part
and the Reconstruction of Incomplete Polyphony 141

Marcos Krieger

Figured Bass and Figured Melody:
Printed Figures in Italian Continuo Sources
and Idiosyncratic Continuo Notation Practices
as Found in Three 17th-Century Italian Prints 163

The Accompaniment between Pedagogy and Performance

Catherine Bahn - Giovanna Barbati

The Partimenti of Rocco Greco:
Reconstructing the Pedagogical Tradition
for the Early Violoncello 187

Peter van Tour

The Teaching of Counterpoint and Partimento
in the School of Francesco Feo 211

Eric Boaro

Partimento Teaching at the Convent of Santi Marcellino
e Festo in Naples: New Early Eighteenth-Century Sources
of Realisations of Partimenti by Francesco Durante (c.1707-1715) 229

Marco Pollaci

Vincenzo Bellini s Studio del Contrappunto Notebook:
An Investigation of a New Source of Partimento
and Counterpoint in Early Nineteenth-Century Italy 247

Fundamental Issues:
Counterpoint, Improvisation and Instrumentation

Edoardo Bellotti

Basso continuo e contrappunto nelle fonti seicentesche:
un moderno approccio alla didattica musicale 265



285

Abstracts and Biographies 329

339Index of Names

Livio Ticli
Contrapunto alla mente or Basso Continuo ?
Agostino Agazzari and His «Sonare sopra’l Basso»


