Let the dead speak

Spiritualism in Australia

Andrew Singleton and Matt Tomlinson

MANCHESTER UNIVERSITY PRESS



Contents

List of maps and illustrations
Acknowledgments
A note on terminology and transcriptions

1 The Age of Aquarius
2 An ever-widening circle of interest

3 The Victorian Spiritualists’ Union and the changing face

of twentieth-century Australia
The service
Healing and perfection
Metaphysical therapy
The theater for belief
A little outpost
9 Typically Spiritualist
10 Race and ethnicity in the spirit world
11 How Australian is Australian Spiritualism?
Afterword: Here and hereafter

o~ AN b

Appendix A: Emma Hardinge Britten in Australia, 1878-1879

Appendix B: Arthur Conan Doyle’s The Wanderings of a
Spiritualist: Missionary work in Australia, 1920-1921

Appendix C: Transcript of the Canberra Spiritualist Association

service of August 6, 2017
References
Index

20
45
65
77
92
108
118
132
143
158

163
167
175

191
199



List of maps and illustrations

Maps

3.1 Locations of Spiritualist churches and message services in
Melbourne, November 1938 page 30
3.2 Spiritualist churches and message services in Melbourne, 2018 35

Figures
2.1 The memorial site at Hydesville, New York 11
3.1 The Brisbane Spiritual Church in 2019 28
3.2 The Victorian Spiritualists” Union’s current headquarters

in North Melbourne, 2021 39
3.3  “The Eye of God” (1862), spirit art by Georgiana

Houghton owned by the Victorian Spiritualists’ Union 40
3.4 Chapel (main service room) with spirit art, Victorian

Spiritualists® Union 40
4.1 The Seven Principles displayed in Brisbane’s Spiritual

Church, 2022 50
4.2 The Canberra Spiritualist Association service of

February 4, 2018 51
5.1 Looking out from inside the room for healing, Brisbane

Spiritual Church, 2022 66
5.2 Book for writing the names of people who need spiritual

healing, Canberra Spiritualist Association service, 2017 68
6.1 A Melbourne arcade in 1922 with a sign advertising Mrs.

Knight’s spiritual meetings 80
7.1 Entrance to the grounds of the Lily Dale Assembly, 2019 102
10.1 A page from Lily Dale’s program of 1917 134
11.1 A service at Lily Dale’s famous Inspiration Stump, 2019 147
11.2 A service at Lily Dale’s Forest Temple, 2019 148

11.3 Statue at Camp Chesterfield, 2019 149



11.4 Stansted Hall at Arthur Findlay College, the mediumship

11.5

11.6

B.1

B.2

Maps and illustrations

training center of the UK’s Spiritualists’ National

Union, 2018

The World Congress of Spiritualists, assembled in the
Sanctuary of Stansted Hall, 2018

Mediumship course run by the Canberra Spiritualist
Association, 2017

Sir Arthur Conan Doyle on stage at Melbourne Town
Hall, November 12, 1920. This photograph is published
in Wanderings of a Spiritualist

The foundation stone Doyle laid for the Brisbane church
is now set into its front wall, 2022

vil

153

154

162

170

172



