Making Geography Matter
The Past and Present of a Changing Discipline

Edited by Noel Castree, Trevor Barnes and
Jennifer Salmond

% Routledge

Taylor & Francis Group
LONDON AND NEW YORK



Contents

List of illustrations viii
Acknowledgements xii
Notes on the contributors xiii
Making the ‘geo’ matter: The discipline and discourse of geography 1

NOEL CASTREE, TREVOR BARNES AND JENNIFER SALMOND

PART I

Making Geography 17
Absolute beginner? Halford Mackinder and the popularization of
geographical knowledge 19
EMILY HAYES

Geography as the science of environmental influences:
Ellen Semple and the search for disciplinary relevance 36
INNES M. KEIGHREN

Keeping human and physical geography together: Richard

Chorley and Peter Haggett’s scientific turn 51
TREVOR BARNES
Contemporary geography: Advocating for a heterodox subject 66
RITA GARDNER

PART I

Making geographical knowledge 85
Landscape and environmental change: Carl Sauer on land and life 87
KENT MATHEWSON
From mapping to GlScience: A sixty-year project 104

MICHAEL F. GOODCHILD

Radicalizing geography: The case of David Harvey’s Marxism 116
ERIC SHEPPARD



Contents

Open horizons: Doreen Massey’s geographies 132
JAMIE PECK
Geographies of meaning and experience: Anne Buttimer’s lifeworld 151

FEDERICO FERRETTI

Landscape as a way of seeing: Denis Cosgrove’s symbolic geographies 165
VERONICA DELLA DORA

Boundaries and borders matter: Ron Johnston’s electoral geography 182
CHARLES J. PATTIE

Mobility matters: Movement, meaning, and practice in the context of

power 197
TIM CRESSWELL
Scale matters: The case of workers and their geographies 211
ANDREW HEROD
Proximity, distance, and difference: The global and the intimate 227
GERALDINE PRATT
Which realities are we trying to understand? The workings of a
physical geographer in the quest to respect river diversity 240
GARY BRIERLEY
Beyond science: Climate change in a ‘wicked world’ 259
MIKE HULME
‘Other’ geographies: Engaging with different ways of knowing,
valuing, and acting in post-colonial Australia 275
SUE JACKSON

PART I

Making geographical knowledge matter beyond Geography 293
Geographers and the national state: Dudley Stamp plans Britain’s
towns and countryside 295

TREVOR BARNES

Geographically empowering the marginalized: Bill Bunge, expeditions,
and maps 309
LUKE BERGMANN AND TREVOR BARNES



Contents

Making other economies possible: Geographies of ethical action 325
KATHERINE GIBSON

Speaking truth to power: Microplastics and the sewage scandal

from the rivers of Manchester to Westminster 342
JAMIE WOODWARD

Talking geography in the public realm 363
DANNY DORLING

Glossary 379

Index 389



Illustrations

Figures

2.1

2.2
2.3
2.4
2.5

2.6
4.1
4.2
5.1

5.2
5.3

5.4
5.5
5.6

6.1

6.2

6.3
7.1
7.2

7.3
8.1
8.2
8.3

9.1

The central court of the Natural History Museum, Oxford after it
opened to the public

Image of the Royal Geographical Society, Saville Row

Sketch of Mackinder’s projection device (1890)

Image of title page, Britain and the British Seas (1902)

22
23
26
28

“The Natural seats of Power’ from Mackinder, H. J. (1904) ‘The geographical

pivot of history’, The Geographical Journal 23(4), 435

The extended area of ‘The Heartland’, in Halford Mackinder,

Democratic Ideals and Reality (1919), p. 76

Richard Chorley constructing one of his many works in the early 1960s,
as viewed by a local wag

Peter Haggett (and son) typing Locational Analysis in Human Geography
at his Somerset home, 1964

The conceptual framework of the RGS-IBG

The building blocks of the four strategic plans between 1998 and 2017
New and diverse public audiences and spaces for the Society’s Collections:
community research; Windrush Foundation exhibition launch; and the new
entrance and exhibition pavilion, with the Foyle Reading Room facing
into the garden below

Entry numbers for Geography GCSE between 2000 and 2023
‘Geography: An Education for Life’

‘Britain from the Air’ street gallery (produced in association with
WeCommunic8) and walk-on map in the centre of Bath

Book cover painting by Antonio Sotomayor, prominent Bay Area artist,
entitled “Carl Sauer and Field Party, Sonora, 29/30” (1932). Bottle of
Old Carl commissioned for 1990 Golden Jubilee of Carl Sauer’s Presidency
of the AAG and annual meeting at LSU, Baton Rouge, LA. 1940

“The Two Agricultural Systems of the New World,” American Geographical

Society

The Early Spanish Main, University of California Press, with permission
Tobler and Goodchild, UC Santa Barbara, circa 2000

Tobler’s First Law in practice: percentage of “old-age pensioners”
in south-east England

GIS simplifying the world: a soil map of part of southern California
Gordon ‘Reds’ Wolman

Neil Smith

Founding meeting of the Union of Socialist Geographers (Toronto,
May 1974)

Wythenshawe home, photographed by Doreen Massey

30

31

59

59
70
71

72
74
75

78

95

96
98
106

108
112
119
122

125
134



9.2
9.3

9.4
10.1
10.2

11.1
11.2
11.3
11.4
11.5

11.6

11.7
12.1

13.1
13.2
14.1
14.2

14.3

151
15.2

15.3

16.1
16.2
16.3
16.4
16.5

17.1
17.2
17.3

18.1
18.2

Illustrations

Massey’s marginalia on her personal copy of Harvey’s The Condition
of Postmodernity

‘Labour’s other task [is] how to win support for progressive politics
amongst the new and growing sections of society’ (Massey, 1983: 11)
Doreen Massey at home in Kilburn, 2010

Banner of the International Festival of Geography

Example of Anne Buttimer’s interest in radical geographical traditions:
a folder on anarchist geographer Elisée Reclus from her personal archive
Pietro Perugino, Christ Giving Saint Peter the Keys to Heaven, 1481
Allegory of Geometry in E-Series Tarocchi Cards, 1460-1470

NASA satellite image of the lagoon of Venice and the terraferma

Map of Venice’s land and sea domains

Andrea Palladio’s Villa Almerico Capra (also known as La Rotonda)
near Vicenza

Landscape view from the portico of Andrea Palladio’s Villa Godi
Malinverni, Lugo di Vicenza

Hotel room with a view in Honolulu, Hawaii

Change the boundaries, change the geography: the MUAP. a) The region;
b) Solution 1: 1 Uppy, 1 Downy, 1 mixed; c) Solution 2: All mixed; d)
Solution 3: 2 Uppy, 1 Downy

Syrian and Iraqi refugees arrive at Skala Sykamias, Lesvos, Greece
Driver-free car

A typical medieval T&O map

Abraham Ortelius’s 1570 Theatrum Orbis Terrarum

(‘Theatre of the World’)

(a) Number and location of workers affected by the UAW strike
against General Motors, as of 4 p.m. on 12 June 1998. b) Number and
location of workers affected by the UAW strike against General Motors,
as of 4 p.m. on 19 June 1998

Collaborating with the Philippine Women’s Centre in 1995

Mirrored movements, Nanay performed at the PETA Theatre Center,
Manilla 2013

Calling the audience to attend community performance in Bagong
Barrio, 2014

Examples of the wondrous range of geomorphic river diversity
Examples of human impacts on geomorphic river diversity

Multiple meanings of landscapes

The land the law forgot (Williams, 2023)

The Upper Yellow River at Dari, Qinghai Province, Western China
(3800 m asl)

Advertisement for a research position in the Climatic Research Unit, for
which I applied and was successful

Cartoon depicting the need for dialogue and discussion between those
holding different viewpoints on climate change

Cover from Exploting Climate Change Through Science and in Society
Map of Indigenous tenures, Australia, 2020

Fish River Gorge, Daly River, country of the Wagiman, Malak Malak,
Kamu and Labarganyan peoples

140

143
144
152

154
170
172
173
173

174
174
175

186
200
200
213

214

222
232

234
236
244
245
248
252
254
263
266
270
278

282



Hlustrations

18.3 Working on the ‘fish and flows’ project in the Daly River, here with
Wagiman traditional owners and aquatic ecologists 284
18.4 Traditional owners from the Martuwarra/Fitzroy River holding the Nyikina
seasonal calendar during their protest over Western Australian heritage

protection laws, Perth, WA, 2021 287
19.1 A portion of a six-inches-to-a-mile OS map marked according to the

‘initial letter’ of Stamp’s seven land utilisation categories 303
19.2  Dudley Stamp (R) having a laugh with the urban planner, Patrick

Abercrombie (L), 1957 304

20.1 ‘Region of rat-bitten babies’, which appears here as redrawn years
later within Bunge’s (1988, 167) Nuclear War Atlas, but originally

drafted for the Detroit Geographical Expedition 311
20.2 Bunge at a block club meeting in his Fitzgerald [neighborhood] home 311
20.3 The outside of 283 Brunswick Avenue, Toronto, May, 1974 318

20.4 “The Closest Neighbours Ever: The Soviet Union and the United States” 321
21.1 Distribution of activities from community researchers interviews with the

white dots representing capitalist activities 326
21.2 The diverse economies iceberg 327
21.3 Katherine with Julie Graham (1945-2010) 330
22.1 Use of an aluminium cylinder to collect samples of fine bed sediment for

microplastic analysis 344

22.2 Microplastic concentrations and assemblages on river channel beds across
Greater Manchester in 2015 and 2016 beds before and after a sustained
period of winter flooding (after Hurley, Woodward and Rothwell, 2018) 345
22.3 Collecting a sample of untreated wastewater and urban runoff from a
combined sewer overflow (CSO) that empties into the River Tame in

Greater Manchester in summer 2019 348
22.4 The uneven geography of microplastic contamination in the River Tame

(after Woodward et al. 2021) 349
22.5 The whiteboard animation produced by We are Cognitive showing the

journey from field science to policy impact at Westminster 352
22.6 Discharges of untreated sewage and wastewater to rivers and seas in

England from water company overflows in 2022 353

22.7 Demonstrating bed sediment sampling and discussing the significance of
channel-bed microplastics to members of the Environmental Audit

Committee in the Windrush catchment in July 2021 356
23.1 Economic position of all major political parties in rich and middle-

income countries in 2022 367
23.2 House-price change in England, Wales, and Scotland, 1980-1991 367

23.3 When you know you have touched a nerve — The Spectator advertisement 371
23.4 How The Telegraph newspaper headlined and illustrated a story on

Geography 372
23.5 An extract from Halford Mackinder’s Wikipedia page — tweeted by

Madeline Grant 374



Hlustrations

Tables
1.1 Academics and factors shaping their activities 12
3.1 Three ways environmental influence was conceptualised during the
twentieth century 42
12.1 Redistricting Sheffield in 1979: the political effects of alternative sets
of constituencies (from Johnston and Rossiter, 1982) 189
16.1 Ways of knowing and making rivers at differing stages in my career 241

16.2 Geomorphologically informed transformations in river management
practices in Australia since the 1990s (Brierley and Fryirs, 2022;

Fryirs et al., 2013, 2019a) 247
20.1 The matrix of scales and spaces used to organize material in
The Canadian Alternative (from Bunge and Bordessa 1985, ii) 319

Box

5.1 Quotes from exhibition viewers in Bath 78



