
Worldmaking and Cuneiform Antiquity
An Anthropology ofScience

FRANCESCA ROCHBERG
University of California, Berkeley

CAMBRIDGE

ED UNIVERSITY PRESS



Contents

List ofFigures page viii
Preface ix
Acknowledgments xiii
Notes on Chronological and Typographical Conventions XV

Glossary ofAstronomical Terminology Cited xvii
List ofAbbreviations XX

Introduction I

PARTI HISTORIOGRAPHY OF SCIENCE

1 These Bones Live! 31
2 Cuneiform Texts and the Historiography of Science 53

3 The Early Shaping of a Modern Historiography of Ancient
Astronomical Sciences 8o

PART IT WORLDMAKING AND THE ANTHROPOLOGY OF SCIENCE

4 The Idea of Worlds 105

5 Uses of Diversity 133
6 Worldmaking in Cuneiform Culture 168
7 Imago Mundi 198

Conclusion 212

References 215
Index ofNames and Subjects 249

vii



Figures

1.1 Babylonian lunar ephemeris, from Otto Neugebauer,
Astronomical Cuneiform Texts (London: Lund Humphries,
1955), nr. 122 (BM 34580). Photo courtesy of the Trustees
of the British Museum page 36

6.1 Evolution of the cuneiform sign SAR (Labat 1988,
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6.2 Stone Prism of Esarhaddon (WA 91027) with glyphs
for the name and titles of King Esarhaddon of Assyria,
seventh century BCE. Previously published in Finkel
and Reade 1996; Scurlock 1997; Roaf and Zgoll 2001;
Morenz 2003. Photo courtesy of the Trustees of the British
Museum 187
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