Undoing Nothing

Waiting for Asylum, Struggling for Relevance

Paolo Boccagni

[H

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA PRESS



List of Illustrations

Acknowledgments
Introduction
1. The Background
2. The Center
3. Inside, Outside
4. Still, Moving
5. Present, Absent
6. Dirty, Clean
7. Home, Non-home
Conclusion
Notes
References

Index

CONTENTS

Xxi

11
32
50
75
97
119
143

167

175
187
205



NN oo [ ™ = - —
VRSP EOoO8 LR ESEED

o N I AN R S

ILLUSTRATIONS

View of the center 33

Map of the third floor 37

The building nearby 39

A garbage bin decorated with national flags 45

Detail of Africa, Europe and the sea in between 54
“ALWAYS VOLUNTEER—ENOUGH OF IT” 58

A part-time prayer room 64

The micro-sovereignty area close to ones bed 66
“KEEP THIS DOOR CLOSED” 73

Drawing of a beach, a shelter and a Libyan shooting 92

. Salim on a civil-service poster g5

Bookshelves as shoe racks 102

“I'M THINKING OF MY FUTURE / I WANT TO GO BACK TO MY COUNTRY”
. A miniature paper flag of Mali 106

“Welcome week” flowerpots, shoes and socks 107

Libyan militia in a shelter 110

Layout of the personal space around Halebugor’s bed 128
Sneakers on the windowsill outside Kambanoo's room 134
Nativity and Christmas tree in Shah’s room 136

. Christmas decoration in Sani’s room 137
. Ateddybearonabed 139

. Oil painting of a casa 144

. “PRIVATE PROPERTY / NO ACCESS” 149

Olusola’s rucksack 159
Senegal and Italy, one and the same root 165

ix

104



