In Blood and
Ashes

Curse Tablets and Binding Spells
in Ancient Greece

JESSICA L. LAMONT

OXFORD

UNIVERSITY PRESS



Contents

Preface

List of Figures

List of Maps

Abbreviations and Conventions

Epigraphic Conventions

Introduction: Magic and Curses in Ancient Greece

PART ONE: The Beginnings of Greek Curse-Writing Rituals
1. Sicilian Beginnings
2, Why Western Sicily?
PART TWO: The Early Spread of Curse Technologies, so0~250 BCE
3. The Spread and Diversification of Curse Practice: Three Case Studies

4. Athenian Curse Practice

PART THREE: Orality and Text: Curse Practice in the Realm
of Binding Spells and Arai

5. In Blood and Ashes

ix
xiii

Xix

19

55

81

134

191



viii Contents

6. Public Imprecations and Private Curse-Writing

Conclusion

Nbotes
Bibliography
Index

224

248

267
339

399



L1

L2

I3

Is

LI

L2

1.3

List of Figures

View of the Parthenon from the Propylaea, Athens, 1805
Simone Pomardi (1757-1830) Sepia, 21 5/8 x 29 1/8 in. The
Packard Humanities Institute VEX.2015.1.30. Image courtesy of
Packard Humanities Institute.

Drawing of curse tablet Iz (DTAud 49), early third century
BCE. Athens National Archaeological Museum, Inv. 9331.
Drawing by J. Curbera.

Drawing of a bound, nailed, and decapitated lead effigy, fourth
or third century BCE, ht. 6 cm, once in the private collection of
Richard Whinsch (after drawing in Wiinsch 1902).

Four views of the lead curse effigy of Theophrastos (a~d) and
lead collar once around the neck of the effigy (¢), early fourth
century BCE, figurine ht. 10.2 cm, Vitsi necropolis, Paros
(roof-tile grave). Paros Archaeological Museum B 5984, excav.
1983. Photograph by author.

Drawing of lead curse tablet HA26825 from Himera (WS 1507),
in which a recambent Echekrateia is depicted as bound and
overcome by Menekrates. Drawing by author, from Brugnone,
Calascibetta, Vassallo 2020, 107, Fig. 21.

Tablet 1.1 (CDS 20), A. Salinas Regional Archaeological
Museum, Palermo, Inv. no. 42568. Drawing by J. Curbera.

Map of Selinous with Gaggera Hill (left), Modione river,
central acropolis (lower center), the eastern hill (right),
Manuzza necropolis, and Buffa necropolis (upper right).

Map from A. Mazza 2021, Fig. 2.

Tablet 1.2 (CDS 15). From Selinous’s Buffa necropolis, c. soo
BCE. A. Salinas Archaeological Museum, Palermo, Inv. 42578.
Photograph from T. Sommerschield 2019, 489, Fig. 1. Drawing
by J. Curbera.

11

20

24

25



xiv

L4

LS

1.6

L7

1.8

L9

1.10

2.1
2.2

3.1

3.2

33

3.4

3.5

3.6

List of Figures

Tablet 17 (CDS 26). From region of the Malophoros Precinct,
500-450 BCE. A. Salinas Regional Archaeological Museum,

Palermo: Inv. No. 42564. Drawing from Gabrici 1927, 393, Fig. 184.

Tablet 1.9 (CDS 14). Purportedly from Selinous, soo~450 BCE.
Whirzburg, Martin-von-Wagner Museum, Inv. K2099. Drawing
from Curbera 1999, 166,

Plan of Demeter Malophoros sanctuary, Campo di Stele, Zeus
Meilichios shrine, and Hekate shrine on Selinous’s western
Gaggera Hill. From Gabrici 1927, Pl. 2.

(a) Twin Stele in Greek and Punic Style from Selinous’s Campo
di Stele, c. 600 BCE; A. Salinas Regional Archaeological
Museum, Palermo: Inv. No. 5686. After Gabrici 1927, PL.28.3.
(b) Campo di Stele from the south, Selinous’s western Gaggera
Hill. Photograph from Stallsmith 2019, Fig. s.

Tablet 1.10 (CDS 21). From region of the Malophoros and
Meilichios Precincts, early fifth century BCE. A. Salinas
Regional Archaeological Museum, Palermo: Inv. No. 42567.
Drawing from Gabrici 1927, 388, Fig. 181a~b.

Tablet 1.13 (CDS 24), 475—450 BCE. A. Salinas Regional
Archaeological Museum, Palermo, Inv. 42566. Drawing of CDS
24 by J. Curbera.

Tablet 1.14, Sicily, fifth century BCE. Yale University, Beinecke
Library Inv. 1242. Photograph by author.

Map of Sicily. Map created by Joseph Morgan.

The Getty Hexameters (SEG 64.830), Getry Museum, Malibu
81.AL.140.2. Open Content Program.

Map of southern Italy and Sicily. Map created by Joseph Morgan.
Tablet 3.1 (Petelia 2, Crawford 2011). From Petelia, Lucania
(Italy), c. 300 BCE. Museo Archaeologico Nazionale di
Crotone. Drawing of tablet from McDonald 2015, 159.

Petelia Gold Tablet, with an Orphic inscription and the
pendant case that contained it. Late fourth century BCE. British
Museum 256193001, © The Trustees of the British Museum.
Tablet 3.2 (Laos 2, Crawford 2011). From Laos, Lucania (Italy),
330-320 BCE. Reggio Calabria, Museo Nazionale 24/10/05
(MHC, UR). Drawing of tablet from Murano 2013, 256 Tav. XX.
Tablet 3.3 (Lilybaeum, Sicily), late third century BCE. Museo Baglio
Anselmi, Marsala, Inv. 16 47. Drawing from Jordan 1997a, 393.
Map of the northern Black Sea (by author).

31

33

38

39

42

47

49
57

74
83

84

86

88

93
96



3.7

3.8

3.9

3.10

3.11

3.12

3.13

4.2

43

44

45

List of Figures

Tablet 3.4 (DefOlb 14), 400-375 BCE. Archaeological Museum
of Odessa (Ukraine), Inv. 44409. Drawing and photograph
from Belousov 2020, Fig. 24, 25.

Tablet 3.5 (DefOlb 2, DTAud 88), 400-350 BCE. Olbia.
Photograph from Petropoli 1894, no. 29, tab. VI.

Ceramic Curse Bowl 3.7, 400~350 BCE. Large tumulus,
necropolis of Olbia. State Hermitage, St. Petersburg,

Russia: Oa. 3802. Photograph and drawing from Polinskaya
2021, 145, Fig. 2.

Tablet 3.9 (Jordan 1997b, 217; DefOlb 21), fourth century BCE.
Necropolis of Olbia. Drawing by N. E. Makaperxo, in Shkorpil
1908, no. 3.

Map of the northwest Aegean and the Kingdom of Macedon.
Map created by Joseph Morgan.

Tablet 3.13 (Curbera and Jordan 2003, no. 5,), fourth century
BCE. Makrygialos cemetery, plot 480. Drawing by J. Curbera.
Tablet 3.16 (Curbera 2017, no. 6), third or second century BCE.

‘Boeotia. Drawing by J. Curbera.

Pair of cast-lead curse effigies, depicting Semiades and Mynno;
inscriptions read “Semiades has been bound” (Znuidéng
xaradéderar), and “Mynno has been bound” (Muvwvd
xaradédetar). Recovered from a low, tumulus-like mound
adjacent to a Classical offering trench in Athens’ Kynosarges
cemetery. Photograph from Th. Eliopoulos 2021, 58, Fig. 5.
Longlead curse band wrapped around the abdomen of infant
(HA 9906), found in early fifth-century grave ('T. W156)

in Himera. Photograph from Brugnone, Calascibetta, and
Vassallo 2020, 102, Figs 7-8.

Tablet 4.1 (Curbera and Lamont 2023, no. 1), later fifth to early
fourth century Bce. Found beneath floor of Tholos, Athenian
Agora; Athenian Agora Inv. IL 669. Photograph by C. Mauzy,
drawing by J. Curbera.

Tablet 4.2, fourth century Bce. Found in Kerameikos (Inv. IB
48), in shaft grave with sarcophagus, at fingertips of skeleton’s
left hand. Drawing by J. Curbera.

Tablet 4.3, c. 410400 BCE. Found in Kerameikos (Inv. IB 10),
embankments of Hegeso and Potamian Districts. Drawing by
J. Curbera,

100

101

104

107

117

119

127

138

140

143

154



4.6

47

4.8

49

4.13

414

List of Figures

Tablet 4.5, early fourth century BCE. Found in Kerameikos
(Inv. IB 8), embankments in region of Potamian and Hegeso
precincts. Photograph from DAI Athens, Kerameikos
Archaeological Museum. Drawing by J. Curbera.

Tablet 4.6 (Curbera and Papakonstantinou 2018, no. 1), eatly
fourth century BCE. Found in Kerameikos (Inv. IB 24~42),
precinct south of the Sacred Way, Grave SA 40. Drawing by
J. Curbera.

Grave of Lissos, Kerameikos cemetery, c. 410~390 BCE.

(a) Archaeological cross-section of graves, and

(b) photograph of grave of Lissos, from DAI Athens,
Kerameikos Archaeological Museum.

(a) Lead coffin encasing effigy from grave of Lissos,
Kerameikos Archaeological Museum, Inv. IB 5. Kerameikos,
fill above graves of Lissos and Eupheros. Photographs

from Stroszeck 20192, and DAT Athens, Kerameikos
Archaeological Museum. (b) Inscribed lead sheet and effigy
against Theozotides and others (Tablet 4.7), Kerameikos
Archaeological Museum, Inv. IB 3. Drawing by J. Curbera.
Tablet 4.8, fourth century BCE. Found in Sanctuary of
Palaimon-Pankrates, near Ilissos River. Plato’s Academy Inv. D
17801. Photograph by J. Vanderpool; drawing by J. Curbera.
Crossroads enclosure and well. Drawing from Athenian Agora
Excavations.

Tablet 4.9 (Curbera and Lamont 2023, no. 4), c. 350 BCE.
Found in Crossroads Well (J s5:1), Athenian Agora Inv. IL 1713.
Photograph by C. Mauzy; drawing by J. Curbera.

(a) Typical Attic pyre deposit, Pyre 7, 375~350 BCE, Rotroff
2013, 110: Plates, skyphoi, cup-skyphos, lebes, ribbon-handled
plate, bowl, lopadion, chytridion, plate, lekanis, saucers,
lopadion lid. Photograph by C. Mauzy, Athenian Agora
Excavations. (b) Typical Attic pyre deposit, Pyre 7,375-350
BCE, Rotroff 2013, 110: shown in situ in Room 2 of the
Classical Commercial Building, just north of Agora square.
Photograph courtesy of Athenian Agora Excavations.

(a, b) Tablet 4.x0 (Jordan and Rotroff 1999, 148), late fourth
century BCE. (¢, d) Domestic structure and probable pyre
chytridion in which 4.10 was deposited on lower slopes of
Areopagus, probably a private house. Athenjan Agora Inv. IL
1504. Courtesy of Athenian Agora Excavations.

156

158

159

161

165

167

168

171

173



4.15

4.16

5.1

5.2

53

Cs

List of Figures

Curse 4.11 (Lamont 2021a), c. 300 BCE. Found in Athenian
Agora excavations, Classical Commercial Building.

(a) Excavation of Agora Inv. P35446: chytra in situ in Room 6
of Classical Commercial Building, (b) Chytra curse assemblage.
(c) Chicken bones found inside nailed chytra (d) Drawing of
text Groups I (Vertical List of Names), IL, II1: Underside of
Agora Inv. P35446 (drawing by A. Hooten, with additions by
author) (e) Small bronze coin on iron nailhead (Agora IL 2010).
Tablet 4.10 (Curbera 20164, no.1), 400-350 BCE. Athenian
Kerameikos, graveside offering pit in Eckterrasse. Photograph
courtesy of Kerameikos Archaeological Museum, Inv. IB 25.
Drawing by J. Curbera.

Tablet g.2 (Lamont 2021b, no. 2), c. 375 BCE. Athens, Agios
Ioannis Rentis: Pyre-grave enclosure. Piraeus Archaeological
Museum, Inv. MII 11949. Photograph and drawing by author.
Tablet 5.3 (Lamont 2021b, no. 3), c. 375 BCE. Athens, Agios
Ioannis Rentis: Pyre-grave enclosure. Piracus Archaeological
Museum, Inv. MII 11950. Photograph and drawing by author.
Tablet §.6 (DT Wiinsch 108), later fourth century BCE. Attica.
Athens National Archaeological Museum. Drawing by

J. Curbera.

(a) Sanctuary of Demeter and Kore on slopes of Acrocorinth.
Photograph courtesy of Museum of Ancient Corinth,
American School of Classical Studies. (b) Plan of Room 7,
Building of the Curse Tablets (Building K) in the Sanctuary of
Demeter and Kore. Drawing by D. Peck, courtesy of Museum
of Ancient Corinth, American School of Classical Studies.
Curse tablets C.1, lead tablets cursing Karpime Babbia; Corinth
Museum, MF 1969 294/5. Photograph by 1. loannidou and

L. Bartzioti; drawing by R. Stroud 2014, 198, Fig. 10.8, courtesy of

Museum of Ancient Corinth, American School of Classical Studies.

Curse Tablet C.2 (Bevilacqua and Colacicchi 2009, Side 4),

c. so-100 CE. Via Ostiense, Rome: found in a region of graves,
near via Benedetto Bompiani. Drawing and photograph from
Bevilacqua 2009, Fig. 1.

Curse from the spring of Anna Perenna in the form of a wax
anthropomorphic figurine wrapped in the coils of a serpent.
Soprintendenza Speciale per i Beni Archeologici di Roma, Inv.
number 475550, Photograph courtesy of C. Sinchez Natalfas,
from Sdnchez Natalfas 2015, 198, Fig. 1.

175

194

195

209

250

252

257

260



xviii

List of Figures

Late Antique Latin curse against a veterinarian named
Porcellus, with a sketch of the victim bound (“mummified”)
beneath the invoked deity, from whose head snakes radiate.
Bologna 1 & 3: Photograph and drawing by C. Sdnchez
Natalias.

263



List of Maps

Map of the Mediterranean and the Black Sea, with major regions
and places mentioned in the text. Map created by Joseph Morgan

Map of Sicily (Figure 2.1). Map created by Joseph Morgan

Map of southern Italy and Sicily (Figure 3.1). Map created by
Joseph Morgan

Map of the northern Black Sea (Figure 3.6, by author)

Map of the northwest Aegean and the Kingdom of Macedon
(Figure 3.11). Map created by Joseph Morgan

xxvii
57

83
96

117



