The Prophetic Voice of Amos
on Contemporary Social Justice

By
Patrick Kofi Amissah

BRILL

LEIDEN | BOSTON



Contents

Forewords xir1
Walter /. Houston, Nimi Wariboko and J. Kwabena Asamoah-Gyadu
Preface xx
Acknowledgements xxi1
List of Figures and Tables xxvi1I
Abbreviations  xxviiI

1 Introduction 1

Motivation 1

Background 2

The Gap 4

What to Expect 5

The Centrality of Social Justice in the Prophecy of Amos 6
Hermeneutical Challenges 14

6.1  Historical and Cultural Gaps 15

6.2 The Authority of the Bible 16

6.3 History of Using the Bible in Oppressing Africans 17

UL AW -

2 Methodological Considerations 23

Introduction 23

Hermeneutical Challenges: the Starting Point 23
Transpositional Hermeneutics: the Foundation 24
Departing from Transpositional Hermeneutics 25
Active Transpositional Hermeneutics 27

Advantages of Active Transpositional Hermeneutics 28
African Biblical Hermeneutics 29

7.1 Reading the Bible with Ordinary African Readers 31
7.2 Using Africa to Interpret the Bible 33

7.3 Using the Bible to Interpret Africa 34

8 Synthesis 35

~N OO bW -

3 Social Justice in the Context of the Hebrew Bible and Ancient Near
Eastern Texts 36
1 Introduction 36
2 Expressing Social Justice in the Hebrew Bible 36
21 The Meaning of vavn 37
2.2 The Meaning of n77% 40



X CONTENTS

2.3 The Meaning of w0 43
2.4 VoW, NPT and DV 1 as Biblical Expression of Social
Justice 43
3 Ancient Near Eastern Expression of Social Justice 46
4  Agents for Delivering Social Justice in Biblical and Ancient Near
Eastern Tradition 48
41  YHWH/The Gods 48
4.2 The King/the Ruling Class 52
4.3 The Individual 56
5  Approaches to Social Justice in Biblical and ANE Traditions 57
51 Maintaining the Status Quo 58
5.2 Fairness and Generosity 61
5.3 Desire for Equality 63
Working Definition of Social Justice 74
7  Summary 74

4 The Prophecy of Amos as a Model of Social Justice 76

1 Introduction 76

2 Background to the Prophecy of Amos 76

3 The Message of the Book of Amos 8o

4  SocialJustice in the Prophecy of Amos: the Prey, the Predator
and the Protector 81
41  Expressions of Social Justice in the Prophecy of Amas 81
4.2 Modelling Social Justice in the Prophecy of Amos 83
4.3 The New Model 87
4.4 ThePrey 89
4.5 The Predator 94
4.6 The Protector 100
4.7 Synthesis 101

5  Conclusion 102

5 Social Justice Themes in the Prophecy of Amos 103

1 Introduction 103

2 Lack of Human Dignity in the Treatment of the Vulnerable
(Amos 2:6-7) 104
21 The Concept of Human Dignity in the Hebrew Bible 104
2.2 Amos Protest against the Injustice of Treating Victims

with Indignity 105
3  Extortion (Amos 2:8) 120



CONTENTS X1

10
11
12

Oppression (Amos 3:9-10; 411) 126

Bribery, Corruption and Miscarriage of Justice
(Amos 517,10, 12; 6:12) 133

Excessive Taxation of the Poor (Amos 5:1) 144
Carefree Extravagant Opulence amidst Abject Poverty
(Amos 61-7) 145

Unjust Trade (Amos 8:4-6) 152

Ecological Injustice 155

Gender Abuse and Insensitivity 159

Positive Call for Social Justice (Amos 5:24) 160
Conclusion 164

6 Ghanaian Reading of Social Justice Themes in the Prophecy
of Amos 165

1
2

3

4

Introduction 165

Choice of Ghanaian Bible Translations 165

Social Justice Themes in Amos in Mother Tongue

Biblical Translations 169

31  Lack of Human Dignity in the Treatment of the Poor
(Amos 2:6-7) 169

3.2 Extortion (Amos 2:8) 172

3.3 Bribery, Corruption and Miscarriage of Justice
(Amos5:7,10,12; 6:12) 174

3.4 Oppression (Amos 3:9-10; 4:1) 176

3.5 Excessive Taxation (Amos5a1) 177

3.6 Carefree Extravagant Opulence in the Midst of Abject Poverty
(Amos 6:1-6) 177

3.7 UnjustTrade 180

3.8  Positive Call for Social Justice (Amos 5:24) 180

Implications for Social Justice Awareness in Ghana 181

7 Issues of Contemporary Social Justice 184

1
2

Introduction: Methodological Issues 184

The Meaning of Social Justice 184

21 Traditio-cultural Perspective of Social Justice 186
2.2 Religious Perspective of Social Justice 193

2.3 Socioeconomic Perspective of Social Justice 194
2.4 Synthesis 195



XII CONTENTS

3 Contemporary Issues of Social Injustice 196

31 Affluence, Extravagance and Opulence of the Few 196

3.2 Corruption 200

3.3 Domestic Trade 212

3.4 International Trade 214

3.5 Poverty =215

3.6 Social Injustice against Females 219
4  The Role of Some Churches in the Quest for Social Justice 230
5  Conclusion 233

8 The Grazing Sheep and the Screaming Fowl: Contemporary Social
Injustice in the Light of the Prophetic Voice of Amos 235
1 Introduction 235
2 The Grazing Sheep and the Screaming Fowl 235
3 Social Justice in Contemporary Ghana and the Prophetic Voice
of Amos 238
31 Definitions of Social Justice 240
3.2 Corruption 243
3.3 Trade and Social Justice 244
3.4 Poverty 245
3.5 Gender Insensitivity and Inequality 248
3.6  Affluence, Extravagance and Opulence 251
3.7  The Grazing Sheep and the Screaming Fowl: Final Reflection 252
4  Conclusion 255

Appendix: Selected Texts from the Prophecy of Amos in Hebrew (BHS),
G4a, Akan and Ewe 257

Bibliography 265

Index of Modern Authors 297

Index of Biblical Sources 300

Index of Subjects 306



