
Sara Williams 

The Maternal Gaze in 
the Gothic 

palgrave 
macmilLan 



CONTENTS 

1 Introduction 1 
If Looks Could Kill: Maternal Gaze Theory 5 
He Ocular Devouring Womb of the Gothic 8 
The Maternal Tyrant as Gothic Convention 10 
Encountering the Maternal Gaze 11 
Bibliography 15 

Part I The Gothic Heritage of the Maternal Gaze 19 

2 The Gothic and Maternal Gaze Symbolism in the Works 
of J.S. Le Fanu and Bram Stoker 23 
'Ton and [eye] are one forever': 'Carmilla ' 27 
Puerperal Narratives and Matronyms 28 
Cat's Eyes: The Feline-Familiar's Maternal Gaze 32 
Carmilla's (Un)ending 33 
Bram Stoker's Jaws of Hell' and The Uncanny Mark of the 
Maternal 34 
Making Her Mark: Maternal Impressions and the Womb's 
Searing Gaze 36 
The Jewel of Seven Stars: The Hand That Rocks the Cradle 
Is the Hand That Rules the World 38 
From Tomb to Womb: The Mummy Returns 39 
Pussycat, Pussycat 44 

XV 



xvi CONTENTS 

A Tera Which Has No Name: The Sublime Gothic Unspeakable 
of the Maternal Gaze 45 
'Her eyes look like positive murder': Tbe Squaw3 49 
Foetal Desire: Reading the Death Drive 53 
Bibliography 55 

3 'The More I Saw the Less They Would': Subverting 
Hysteria and Surveillance in The Turn of the Screw, 
The Orphanage, and The Others 59 
The Hysterical Precedent 59 

'Something Like Madness': Performing Hysteria 62 
Contesting the Male Gaze: The Maternal Spectral Panopticon 65 
'The Story Will Tell': Hysterical Language, the Narrative 
Womb, and the Maternal Gaze 68 
Trapped in the Umbilical Web 72 
The Look of Love: Hysteria, Factitious Disorder Imposed on 
Another and the Unimpeachable Gaze of Maternal 
Benevolence 76 
'Tour Pain Gives You Strength': Maternal Sacrifice and 
Factitious Disorder Imposed on Another in the Orphanage 81 
'Believe and You Will See': Can't See for Looking 83 
There but for the Grace of God Go I: The Others 90 
Seeing in the Dark 94 
Picture This: The Photographic Maternal Gaze 96 

Bibliography 98 

Part II The Maternal Gaze's Gothic Practices 103 

4 Seeing Is Believing: Spiritualism, Psychic Photography, 
and the Maternal Gaze 105 
The Perfect Medium for the Grieving Gaze 106 
Ectoplasmic Mediumship: The Birth of the Spectacle 110 
Eva C., Margery, and Kate 112 
Florence Marryat's Textual Spiritualism 115 
Ada Deane, Georgiana Houghton, and Psychic Spirit 
Photography: The Return of the Imprinting Maternal Gaze 119 

Ada Deane 120 
Georgiana Houghton 123 

Bibli ography 131 



CONTENTS xvii 

5 'Taken from Life': Memorial Portraiture, Divine Death, 
and the Virgin Mary in the Photography of 
Julia Margaret Cameron 133 
Memorial Portraiture: The Living Dead 134 
1 longed to arrest all beauty that came before me3: 
Julia Margaret Cameron 138 
Hail Mary, Pull of Grace 146 
Blessed Is the Fruit of thy Womb 157 
The Maternal Gaze's Gothic Technologies 173 
Bibliography 175 

Part III The Maternal Gaze and the Gothic Domestic 179 

6 Guilty Pleasures: Incest and the Preoedipal Maternal 
Tangle in Charles Dickens' Great Expectations, Virginia 
Andrews' Dollanganger Saga and Misery Literature 181 
'Like Charles Dickens': Great Expectations as Incest Intertext 182 
Her Mother's Daughter: Maternal Sadism and the Cycle of Abuse 185 
'Goodbye Daddy': Virginia Andrews and the Maternal Tyrant 189 
'Man that is born of a woman is offew days, and full of trouble. 
He cometh forth like a flower, ajid is cut down' (Job, 14: 
1-4)—-Flowers in the Attic 192 
'Momma's story': Envisioning the Gothic Unspeakable 194 
'Ton want to catch us': Preoedipal Desires and Maternally 
Induced Incest 198 
Breast Is Best: Oral Fixation in the Attic 203 
That's another story': Serialisation, Invagination, and the 
Gothic Textual Tease 208 
'Maybe I like the misery': Misery Loves Company 215 
Bibliography 222 

7 Looking Back and Forward to the Maternal Gaze 227 
Weaving the Web: The Maternal Gaze and Twenty-First-Century 
Media 228 
Trapped in Her Own Web: Rebeccah Beushausen and the 
Virtual Maternal Gaze 229 
Mother Knows Best: Maternal Instinct 233 

Mon stresses du Jour 236 
Bibliography 242 



xviii CONTENTS 

Coda 245 

Bibliography 247 

Index 269 


