FLOATING
COAST

AN ENVIRONMENTAL HISTORY
OF THE BERING STRAIT

BATHSHEBA DEMUTH

m”
W. W. NORTON & COMPANY
Independent Publishers Since 1923



CONTENTS

PREFACE: ON NAMES xiii

Prologue: The Migration North 1

w1

PARTI SEA,1848-1900

Whale Country 15
Whale Fall 44

PART II SHORE, 1870-1960

The Floating Coast 73
The Waking Ice 102

PARTIII LAND, 1880-1970

The Moving Tundra 137
The Climate of Change 169



PART IV UNDERGROUND, 1900-1980

7  The Unquiet Earth 199
8 The Elements of Redemption 228

PARTV OCEAN, 1920-1990

9 Caloric Values 257
10 Species of Enlightenment 280

Epilogue: The Transformation of Matter 307

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 319
A NOTE ON SOURCES 323
NOTES 325
INDEX 395



