
U N C O M F O R T A B L E  

C O N V E R S A T I O N S  

W I T H  A  J E W  



Contents 

PREFACE: Check on Your Jewish Friends ix 

A Word from Emmanuel xiii 

A Word from Noa xvii 

PARTI: YOU AND ME 

1. How This Book Happened 3 

2. The Name Game: Who (or What) on Earth Is 

a Jew? 9 

3. The Culture Club 25 

4. The Jewish ... Race? 33 

5. Sooo, Are Jews White? 37 

6. You're Not White Enough 41 

7. You're Too White 49 

8. The Mythical Me: Where Truth Ends and 
Stereotypes Begin 55 

9. The Math Ain't Mathing: Jews, Money, and Power 63 

10. Who Gets to Laugh at Us? 77 

V İ İ  



PART II: US AND THEM 

11. Did the Jews Kill Jesus? 85 

12. The Antisemitism Layer Cake 89 

13. October 8th 111 

14. The Holocaust, Part I: The (Very Real) History 117 

15. The Holocaust, Part II: The (Very Real) Aftermath 139 

16. How This Book Almost Didn't Happen 149 

17. The Z Word 157 

18. Peace, Love, and Hummus 173 

19. The New Face of Antisemitism 181 

20. How to Not Lose Friends and Alienate People 197 

PARTIM: WE 

21. Soul Food Shabbat 207 

22. Be a Mensch: Show Up as an Ally 217 

CONCLUSION: Today Is Where Your Book Begins, 
the Rest Is Still Unwritten 227 

DIRECTOR'S CUT: October 7th 233 

Acknowledgments 243 

APPENDIX A: An Antisemitic Appendix 251 

APPENDIX B: Ask Me Anything: Jewish Edition 257 

Recommendations 269 

Notes 273 

v i i i  CONTENTS 


