
Rebuilding Community 
Displaced Women and the Making of a Shia 

Ismaili Muslim Sociality 

S H E N I L A  K H O J A - M O O L J I  

O X F O R D  
U N I V E R S I T Y  P R E S S  



Contents 

Acknowledgments ix 
Note on Translation xiii 

1. Introduction: Rebuilding Community 1 

2. Ismaili Women's Lifeworlds, 1890-1970 38 

Interlude: Fleeing, 1971-1972 80 

3. Fostering Sacred Spaces 86 

4. Storying Divine Intervention 121 

5. Culinary Placemaking 141 

6. Placemaking in the Second Generation 165 

7. Conclusion: Spiritual Intimacies 193 

Notes 
Bibliography 
Index 

205 
233 
251 


