Land and Trade
in Early Islam

The Economy of the Islamic Middle
East 750-1050 CE

Edited by
HUGH KENNEDY
and
FANNY BESSARD

OXFORD

UNIVERSITY PRESS



Contents

List of Maps

List of Figures

List of Tables

List of Abbreviations

Notes on Transcription and Dates
Maps

PARTI. ECONOMIC EXCEPTIONALISM IN
EARLY ISLAM: MYTH OR REALITY?

1. The Late Antique and Byzantine Context to Early Islamic
Mercantile Activity
Peter Sarris

2. The Islamic Agricultural Revolution: Myths and Realities
Michael Decker

PART I1I. POLITICS OF INVESTMENT

3. Introduction: Towards a Model of the Early Islamic Economy
Hugh Kennedy

A. Caliphal Initiatives

4, Caliphs, the Economy, and Political Separatism in the Hijaz
Harry Munt

5. Power and Money on the Hajj: Connections between Caliphate
and Pilgrimage in Early Islam
Peter Webb

6. Early Islamic Water Management in Northern Mesopotamia
Louise Rayne

7. Landholding, Investment, and Irrigation in Lower Iraq during
the First Two Centuries of Islam: Assessing the Role of
the Islamic State
Noémie Lucas

xiii

Xix
xxi
xxiii

26

49

67

100

140

184



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

CONTENTS

. Dynamics of Agricultural Investment in al-Ahwaz in the Early

Islamic Period
Mehrnoush Soroush

. A Tale of Two Services: The Khums and the Matjar, Two

Fatimid Public Services to Control the Maritime Trade
David Bramoullé

. Economic Initiatives from Religious Communities

The Imams as Economic Actors: Early Imami Shi‘ism as a
‘Sacred Economy’
Edmund Hayes

Silent Partners: Christians in the Economy of Early Islamic
Palestine
Daniel Reynolds

PART III. LOCAL AND REGIONAL TRADING
IDENTITIES FROM THE MAGHREB
TO THE INDIAN OCEAN

Introduction: Trade in the Polycentric ‘Abbasid Caliphate
Fanny Bessard

The Ibadi Trading Communities of the Maghreb (Eighth to
Eleventh Centuries)
Cyrille Aillet

Bahr al-Hijaz: Muslim Expansionism and the Formation of
an Arabian Mercantile Complex in the Red Sea (Seventh to
Ninth Centuries)

Kristoffer Damgaard

Ivory and Rock Crystal Trade in East Africa, Eighth to Twelfth
Centuries

Stéphane Pradines

The Middle East as Seen by the Arab Geographers (Ninth to
Tenth Centuries): A Multipolar Urban Network
Jean-Charles Ducéne

North-Eastern Mesopotamia as an Economic Area from an
Archaeological Perspective
Karel Novagek

Infrastructures and Organization of the Early Islamic Slave
Trade with Northern Europe
Marek Jankowiagk

to
el
wm

328

353

392

424

443

463



CONTENTS xi

19. The Politics of Trade: Merchants, Mujahids, and Strangers in
Early ‘Abbasid Armenia 504
Alison Vacca

20. The Islamic Trade Network in the Indian Ocean (Ninth to
Eleventh Centuries): Locations and Practices 525
Jean-Charles Ducéne

Index 547



R "B B T B . A o

List of Maps

. Medieval Egypt

. Red Sea in Early Islam

. Medieval Southern Levant

. Medieval Northern Levant

. Bilad al-Sham

. Medieval Iraq

. Northern Levant and Gazira

. Gazira (Nahr al-Kabur and Nahr Balih)
. Gazira (Zab and Great Zab)

. Southern Iraq

11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.

Medieval Armenia

Persian Gulf and Fars
Medieval Iran

Gulf of Aden

Persian Gulf and Gulf of Oman
Gulf of Aden (2)

Sind

Caspian Sea and Transoxiana
Arabian Sea

Eastern Mediterranean
Tripoli and Surt

Qayrawan and Carthage

Western Mediterranean

Western Mediterranean (Fez and Sijilmasa)

xxvii

xXxix



6.1

6.2
6.3
6.4
6.5

6.6

6.7
6.8
6.9
6.10

6.11

6.12

6.13
6.14
6.15

8.1
8.2
8.3

84
8.5
8.6

List of Figures

Areas of irrigation discussed in this chapter and average rainfall isohyets
(mm per year).

Canal at Carchemish choked with vegetation.
CORONA image showing the site of Resafa (November 1968).
Relict irrigation features Jerablus — Balikh.

The canal between Tell Fray and Qal‘at Ja'bar is visible in CORONA images
(November 1968).

Relict irrigation features in the Balikh Valley mapped from CORONA
imagery.

Canal near Ragqa (CORONA image May 1968).

CORONA image of the Nahr al Abbara (May 1968).

Euphrates between Halabiya and the Nahr Dawrin.

A canal flowing on the left bank of the Khabir, crossing runoff wadis
(CORONA image November 1968).

The Nahr Semiramis traces visible in the CORONA imagery
(November 1968).

Profile across the Khabir using the SRTM DEM shows that at this location
the elevation of the river and the edge of the terrace is contiguous
(CORONA image November 1968).

The Nahr Dawrin (CORONA image November 1968).
Dense area of qanits on the Sinjar Plain, radiating from the town of Sinjar.

Dense networks of qanats south of the town of Sinjar (CORONA image
December 1967).

Historic cities and permanent rivers of Khuzistan.

Historic and modern watercourses between the cities of Shushtar and Ahwaz.

View from south to north to the historic centre of the city of Shushtar.
Karun is visible in the background. The Gargar canal flanks the old city to
the east. The inlet of the canal and associated headworks are located
northeast of the historic city.

Remote sensing map of the irrigation canals on the Miyanab plain.
Three-dimensional model of Shushtar and its hydrology in 1975.

The Sasanian and Early Islamic irrigated landscape of Shushtar and ‘Askar
Mukram.

141
146
152
153

154

157
159
160
162

163

165

166

167
168

169
206
207

208
210
211

212



xvi

8.7

8.8

8.9

8.10
8.11

8.12

8.13
8.14

111
11.2
11.3
114
11.5

11.6

13.1

13.2

13.3

15.1
15.2
153
154
15.5
15.6
15.7

LIST OF FIGURES

(A) Possible location of a new or an enlarged outlet of the old Masruqan

canal. (B) Ibn Hawgqal map of Khuzistan.
(A) Graadt Van Roggen’s map of ancient Ahwaz and its hydraulic
remains. (B) Historic hydraulic infrastructure of Ahwaz overlaid on

the CORONA imagery.

Map of “Aksar Mukram based on the data collected in archaeological
survey of the Miyanab plain by author in 2014.

Some of the hollow ways around the Islamic sites of the Kupal area.
Estimated area of maximum irrigation agriculture in the hinterlands
of Shushtar, ‘Askar, and Ahwaz.

Top: The site of Tell Brak, eastern Syria, with extensive system of
hollow ways, seen on the CORONA Atlas of the Middle East. Bottom:
The system of hollow ways mapped in the Jazireh region of eastern Syria
and northern Iraq.

The avulsion of the Karun, dated to the Early Islamic period.

Boundary of the kiira of “Askar (A) based on the result of the present
study (B) reconstructed by Pyne.

Geological map of the southern Levant {excluding Sinai).

Jordan, Kastron Mefa’a, Church of Hagios Paulos, by author 2012.
Israel, Sobata (Shivta), South church.

Israel, Kursi, ‘Church of the Multiplication’.

Christian foundations attested in Central Palestine and
the Transjordan (¢.900-¢.1000).

Christian foundations attested in Southern Palestine and the Sinai
(¢.900~-¢.1000).

Plan of the archaeological site of Sedrata, established by M. van
Berchem in 1955.

The ‘Gara Krima® with the well and its towpath on the centre, and
settlement structures.

Room B of the ‘palace’. This decorative panel displays bulbous elements
that remind the Balkuwira palace of Samarra.

Indian Ocean Trade Roads Map.

Ivory plaque found in Gedi, Kenya.

Short oliphant ‘Mbiu’ from Sofala.

Short oliphant ‘Mbiu’ from Pate.

Figure 05: Long Oliphant, bronze siwa from Lamu, 17th c.
Long Oliphant, Ivory siwa made in Pate in 1680.

Siwa’s handle - Olifant’s part from the Curiosity Cabinet of Father Claude
Du Moulinet, Sainte-Geneviéve Library, Paris (inv. 1943-res. 126).

218

219

220
221

223

224
225

226
279
281
281
282

286

287

345

346

347
395
399
400
400
401
401

402



15.8
15.9

LIST OF FIGURES

Elephant-hunting in the Zambezi flood lands, southern Africa.

Photographs and drawings of Islamic ceramics (10-12% c.).

15.10 Photographs and drawings of Chinese ceramics (10-12% ¢.).

15.11 Photographs of Dembeni rock crystals.

15.12 Malagasy rock crystal mines location.

17.1

17.2

17.3
17.4

17.5
17.6
17.7

17.8
17.9
18.1

Al-Haditha, the general plan of the city in the Hexagon satellite
image (taken in February 1972).

Al-Bawazij, fortified town with a citadel (Tell Mutibigh) in the western
protrusion of the town wall.

Kushaf citadel, right tower of the gate, rusticated ashlars.

Hazza/Kafr ‘Azza, topography of the site near the present-day village
of ‘Azza.

Kona Makhmir, general plan of the site and its hypothetical structure.
Kona Makhmir, gasr 1.

The region of Al-Hidyab (Adiabene), reconstruction of the communication
network and urban sub-systems (white dashed lines) during
the Late Sasanian and Islamic periods.

The towns and central cites of Al-Hidyab.
Settlement dynamics of three surveyed sites in Al-Hidyab.
Map of dirham hoards.

Xvii

404
408
409
411
413

446

448
450

451
452
453

454
457
458
469



7.1
9.1
9.2

9.3

94

9.5

9.6
11.1
11.2

14.1

List of Tables

Sawid’s income.
Fees for the ‘arsa in Alexandria.

Details of the fees of the giif paid in Alexandria according to al-Makhzam?’s
three categories.

List of the local agents paid after the auction sale (halga) in the dar Manak
of Alexandria.

List of the local agents paid after the auction sale in the Dar al-Yatim
of Damietta.

List of the local agents paid after the auction sale of wood in the
Dar al-Yatim of Damietta.

List of the rights taken from ships sold at auction in Tinnis.
Ecclesiastical foundations active ¢.900-c.1050.

Identified scribes and patrons from the catalogued manuscripts of
Mount Sinai and other collections.

Overview of active Early Islamic emporia along the Red Sea: The ports
with the strongest evidence pertaining to the seventh to ninth centuries CE
are shown in bold.

186
235

236

237

238

238
238
278

293

382



