
Dublin, 1910-1940
SHAPING THE CITY 

AND SUBURBS

Ruth McManus

□
FOUR COURTS PRESS



Contents

9
LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS AND CURRENCY EQUIVALENCES

II

SERIES EDITOR’S INTRODUCTION

13
FOREWORD 

The Corporation Housing Architect 
(In memory, Herbert George Simms, 1898-1948)

Dermot Bolger

19 
PREFACE

21
PLANNING THE CITY: THE BEGINNINGS

Introduction — The 1913 Housing Inquiry and its aftermath — 
Funding problems for Corporation housing, 1900-22 - Town planning and 
Dublin — Geddes and Unwin as consultants — The Dublin Town Planning 

Competition — Dublin’s traumas, 1914—22 - Providing for a new regime: the 
Irish Free State — Civic Survey, 1925 — New municipal boundaries

91
BUILDING THE CITY: THE CORPORATION AS DEVELOPER

Introduction — The development continuum — How many dwellings? — 
Dublin Corporation’s housing schemes: the builders — building materials in 
Corporation schemes — Funding housing schemes — The Small Dwellings 

Acquisition Act (SDAA) — The location debate: city vs. suburbs — Housing 
type: flats vs. cottages — Slum clearance areas - Alternative solutions to 
the housing problem — Trends in the size of Corporation dwellings — 

Sales vs. rental — Other public housing providers — Housing allocation 
and associated problems — Proposals following the Housing 

Inquiry of 1939-43 — Demographic imbalance 
in the new schemes - Conclusion 

5



CONTENTS 7

385
ALEXANDER STRAIN: PROFILE OF A BUILDER

Residences of Strain and family — Iona and Lindsay roads — Strain, the 
Corporation, and interests outside Drumcondra/Glasnevin — Cliftonville, 
Fairfield and Daneswell: developments from the late 1920s — Cliftonville 

and Hollybank roads, c.1926 - Cremore Estate - Mobhi Road (Dean Swift 
Avenue) — Associates of Alexander Strain — The Dublin and District 

Housebuilders’ Association and town planning — 
Will of Alexander Strain — Conclusion

42-3
APPENDIX I: THE BACKGROUND TO MODERN TOWN PLANNING 

AND SUBURBAN DEVELOPMENT

Ruth McManus

Searching for Utopia, Ebenezer Howard and the Garden City movement — 
Garden cities and garden suburbs — Town planning comes to Dublin

446
APPENDIX II: A BRIEF GUIDE TO MAPS OF DUBLIN IN THE FIRST 

HALF OF THE TWENTIETH CENTURY

Joseph Brady

451
APPENDIX III: SOME ASPECTS OF THE GEOGRAPHY OF THE CITY 

CENTRE IN THE EARLY TWENTIETH CENTURY

Joseph Brady

The metropolitan area — Growing pains — The transport network — Beauty, 
health and convenience — Suburbanization — The city centre

483
BIBLIOGRAPHY

495 
LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS

499
INDEX



Illustrations

I Poole Street at the end of the nineteenth century. 2-5
2a Advertisement - Autocars of Chatham Street. 28
2b Advertisement - Catering to every need. 29
3 Mount Brown (Ceannt Fort) development. 43
4 Location of first Corporation developments. 45
5 Abercrombie’s plan for a new traffic centre. 59
6 Abercrombie’s plan for the completion of the Custom House environs. 61
7 Abercrombie’s plan for the redevelopment of Mountjoy Square. 63
8 Example of housing and layout plan of village and factory at Port Sunlight, near 

Liverpool. 65
9 The ruins of the Custom House, 1921. 69

10 Upper Sackville (O’Connell) Street pre- and post-destruction. 71
ii Extracts from two maps of the Civic Survey. 84
12 Layout plan of St Joseph’s Place, off Dorset Street. 98
13 Two views of the Boyne Street development. 109
14 Layout plan for Donnelly’s Orchard, off Clonliffe Road. no
15 Early layout plan for Fairbrothers’ Fields in the City Archive. 113
16 Advertisement for building materials. 114
17 Plan of Mooney’s Lane, Conquer Hill, Clontarf. 117
18 Location of Corporation schemes during the 1920s. 127
19 Two examples of housing in the Trinity ward scheme. 131
20 The development of the Keogh Barracks site. U»
21 The Oliver Bond development. 142
22 Cottages at O’Donoghue Street, looking towards Railway Avenue, Inchicore. 164
23 Model housing designs from the UK. 171
24 Layout plan of Letchworth Garden City, north of London. 173
2-5 Dublin Corporation’s flat developments at Pearse House, Hanover Street 

and Markievicz House, Townsend Street. 176
26 Dublin Corporation’s flat developments at Mercer House and 

Chancery Street. 177
27 General plan of Radburn, New Jersey, USA, showing the superblocks. 183
28 A cul-de-sac at Becontree, north London. 185
29 Outline design for Marino from Survey of the North Side of the City of Dublin, 

1918. 186

30 The Marino site in 1911. 188

31 The completed Marino scheme. 189
32 Housing on Philipsburgh Avenue and Croydon Park. 195
33 Different housing styles and layouts in Marino. 197
34 Different housing styles and layouts in Marino. 198

35 Drumcondra in the early twentieth century. 199
36 Layout plan of the Drumcondra scheme. 201

495



37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57 
5«
59
60

61

62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73

74
75
76
77
78
79
80

496 DUBLIN, I9IO-I94O

Ferguson Road, Drumcondra soon after completion. 202
Hardiman Road, Drumcondra and Windele Road, a cul-de-sac in Drumcondra. 203 
Advertisement for Cosgrave and Co. 206
Layout plan of the Donnycarney development. 208
Semi-detached houses at Donnycarney. 210
Chancery Place. 214
Flat development at Poplar Row, Ballybough. 215
Pearse House, Hanover Street flat development. 216
Location of Corporation cottage rental schemes, 1927-39. 219
Crumlin before development. 221
Crumlin in 1936. 222
Crumlin in 1943. 223
Crumlin - the developing landscape. 227
Layout plan of the Maryland development. 232
Layout plan of the Bulfin estate. 233
Activities of the St Barnabas Public Utility Society, East Wall. 237
Housing at St Barnabas Gardens. 238
Housing at Utility Gardens. 238
Linenhall Parade, North King Street. 247
The frontage of the Marino scheme on Griffith Avenue and Malahide Road. 250
‘Warden’ housing on Griffith Avenue and DCPUS housing on Malahide Road. 251 
General map of the Drumcondra housing scheme. 254
Home Farm Road and The Rise, Glasnevin. 255
The activities of the the Irish Sailors’ and Soldiers’ Land Trust, Saorstàt Civil
Service Public Utility Society, Civil Service Housing Association, Dublin
Commercial Public Utility Society and Louis P Kinlen. 256
Houses built by Louis P. Kinlen on the west side of Bantry Road
and by the Civil Service Housing Association on the east side of the same street. 258 
Housing by J.J. Flanagan on Achill Road. 260
The Larkfield development, Kimmage. 265
Sundrive Road / Old County Road, Crumlin. 266
Croaghpatrick Road / Screen Road, Cabra. 267
Contrasting housing on Stella Avenue and Mobhi Road. 271
Gaeltacht Park in construction. 274
The development of Gaeltacht Park. 277
Post Office PUS houses and original Nua Gaedhealtacht houses. 279
Temple Hill / Temple Park, Blackrock. 281
Vernon Gardens I Grove, Clontarf. 283
Advertisement for all gas bungalows at Vernon Avenue, Clontarf. 284
Vernon Gardens, Clontarf — housing built by the Stewart
Construction Company. 284
Castle Avenue and environs, Clontarf. 287
Kincora Road and Belgrove Road, Clontarf. 289
Housing on Kincora and Belgrove roads. 290
Kincora Road houses designed by J.V. Downes. 291
Mount Temple and environs, Clontarf. 294
Charlemont Street flats. 302
Drumcondra in 1907-8. 312



ILLUSTRATIONS 497

81 General map of the Iona district, Glasnevin.
82 Houses on Iona and Lindsay roads by Alexander Strain. 3,5
83 Housing on David Road, Glasnevin. 317
84 Millmount and Millbourne avenues, Drumcondra.
85 Housing on Millmount Avenue, Drumcondra. 320
86 St Alphonsus Road and environs, Drumcondra. 325
87 Advertisement for Nofrango. 333
88 ‘The new way’. Advertisement for electricity. 338
89 ‘The traditional way’. Advertisement for gas. 339
90 Hollybank Road, Drumcondra. 346
91 The impressive façade of the Player’s factory on Botanic Road. 349
92 Layout of Clare, Arran and Wellpark roads, Drumcondra. 350
93 Church of St Columba, Iona Road. 354
94 Housing at David Park, Glasnevin. 363
95 Environs of Clonturk Park, Drumcondra. 365
96 Layout of Clonturk Park and Ormond Road. 368
97 Dublin Housebuilders’ Association prior to their ‘smoking dinner’ in 1932. 372
98 8000 New Homesteads in Six Years. 374
99 Development underway at Furry Park, Clontarf. 376

100 Layout of part of Mount Merrion. 380
101 The street with no name. Lying between Iona and Lindsay roads. 386
102 Residences of Alexander Strain. 388
103 The Iona district, Glasnevin. 390
104 Housing on Iona Park. 391
105 Detail on housing in Iona. 392
106 Development in Inchicore between 1907 and 1943. 396
107 Cliftonville and Marguerite roads, Glasnevin. 400
108 Housing in Cliftonville Road and Marguerite Road. 402
109 Advertisement for Players cigarettes. 403
no Imperial Tobacco Go. houses on Botanic Avenue. 404
in Strain houses and Wearing houses on Hollybank Road. 405
112 Layout plan of Cremore estate, Glasnevin and Alexander Strain’s

house at 23 Cremore Park. 408
113 Home of Samuel Phillips, Ormond Road. 410
114 Advertisement for Thomas J. Boyd of Iona Crescent (Hollybank Road). 412
115 Linzell’s‘Wendon, offMobhi Road, Glasnevin. 4!4
116 Advertisement for Linzell featuring ‘Wendon’ and for Concrete Products of Ireland. 415
117 House by Linzell on Hampstead Avenue. 416
118 The crowd illuminated. 425
119 Layout plan of Bournville, Birmingham. 432
120 The three magnets. 434
121 An early plan for Welwyn Garden City, London by Louis de Soissons (c.1921). 438
122 Howard’s home at Welwyn Garden City, London (1920—9). 44°
123 Housing at Hampstead Garden Suburb, London. 441
124 Housing designs for Hampstead Garden Suburb. 442
125 O’Connell Street in the early 1930s. 454
126 The era of the tram. A view from Nelson’s Pillar. 455
127 Advertisement for the David Allen Company. 459



49«

128
129
130
131
132
133
134
135
136
137 
13«
139
140
141
142

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10

11
12

13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20 
21 
22
23
24
25
26
27
28

DUBLIN, 1910-1940

1920s advertisement for Capstan Navy Cut cigarettes. 461
Redevelopment was a feature of the city even in the nineteenth century. 462
Upper O’Connell Street reconstructed. 463
Switzers of Grafton Street. 465
Advertisement for Slyne. 466
E. and W. Seale Ltd. of Grafton Street. 467
Advertisement for Forrest’s Autumn Novelties. 468
Becker Bros Tea - still an important feature of the city in the 1920s. 471
Clerys department store - the key anchor for O’Connell Street. 473
Stephen’s Green Turkish Baths. 474
The restored façade of Hopkins and Hopkins, O’Connell Street. 475
Todd Burns at the corner of Mary and Jervis streets. 477
Leon of Henry and Grafton streets. 478
Retail activity beyond the core - Kenny and Owens. 480
Advertisement for The O’Hanrahans. 481

Tables

Tenement conditions in 1913. 32
Diet of a sample of the poor in Dublin in the early years of the twentieth century. 34 
Dwellings completed by Dublin Corporation and rentals. 36
Prices in Dublin compared to average Irish prices, 1922. 78
Increase in material costs in 1924 over 1914. 79
Size of dwellings occupied by private families in Dublin, 1926. 87
Housing density of private families in Dublin, 1926. 87
Number of families living in one-roomed tenements in Dublin, 1927. 88
Dwellings erected and acquired by Dublin Corporation to 31 March 1939. 99
Dwellings completed by Dublin Corporation (including Pembroke and
Rathmines Districts). 100
Building costs in London and Dublin in 1924 compared. 115
Size of Corporation dwellings, 1926—39, and recommendations of the 1939-43
Housing Inquiry. 144
Rental housing (cottages) erected by Dublin Corporation, 1914-39. 148
Cost of different house types on Kimmage Road. 152
Private families in Dublin City, 1926 and 1936. 158
Dublin Corporation housing schemes pre-1914. 165
Dublin Corporation schemes completed, 1914-21. 165
Tenant purchase schemes, 1914-39. 167
Proposed architects for Corporation schemes, December 1918. 169
Cost of development at Marino. 187
Upper Drumcondra area sale scheme. 205
Average retail price for principal food items in Irish towns in mid-July 1928. 206
Scheme of sale of 421 4-room houses, Donnycarney. 209
Dublin Corporation flat schemes, post-1914 to 1939. 213
Cottage rental schemes, 1927—39. 218
Housing in Dublin city by private builders and public utility societies, 1933-8. 297
Housing and population in Drumcondra Township, 1881-1911. 313
House plans issued in connection with the 1924 Housing (Building Facilities) Act 362


