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Introduction 

The History of Calvinism 

Pre-Calvinism 
The doctrines distinctive to Calvinism were gradually developed by 
Augustine, Gottschalk, Thomas Bradwardine, and others long before the 
Reformation. 

Hie Reformation 
The main branches of the Reformation were the Lutheran, the 
Anabaptist, and the Reformed. 

John Calvin 
John Calvin built on the foundation of Zwingli to become the most 
well-known and influential exponent of Reformed theology through his 
many writings, amid several controversies. 

lhe Spread of Calvinism 
Reformed theology developed in the late sixteenth century in 
Switzerland, southern Germany, the Netherlands, England, Scotland, 
and eastern Europe. 

The Synod of Dort 
Dutch Calviniste resisted the challenge of Jacob Arminias and the 
Remonstrants at the Synod of Dort. 

Seventeenth-Century Calvinism 
Calvinism continued to flourish through Reformed scholasticism, the 
Dutch Further Reformation, and Covenant Theology, with parallels in 
Jansenism and Cyril Lucaris. 
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7. The Puritans 7 
British Calvinisti from 1570 to 1700 developed Reformed theology 
among Anglicans, Presbyterians, Independents, and Baptists in the 
context of the English Civil War and covenantal disputes iti Scotland. 

8. The Westminster Assembly 88 
The high point of English Puritanism was reached from 1643 to 1648 
in the Westminster Assembly and its confession, catechisms, and other 
documents. 

9. Amyraldism 93 
The seventeenth century saw the rise of a moderate form of Reformed 
theology mainly associated with Moyse Amyraut in France. 

10. Hyper-Calvinism 99 
An extreme form of High Calvinism arose in the early eighteenth 
century that denied the free offer and a universal saving will of God in 
the gospel and sometimes denied common grace and dutyfaith. 

11. Eighteenth-Century Calvinism 108 
The Reformed faith declined in some quarters while facing various 
controversies but also experienced revival. 

12. New England Theology 114 
New England Calvinism began with the Pilgrim Fathers, reached its 
high point with Jonathan Edwards, and declined through his successors. 

13. Hie Princeton Theology 126 
Orthodox Calvinism was promoted by Princeton Theological Seminary 
from 1812 until its division in ig2y, when the torch was passed to 
Westminster Theological Seminary. 

14. Nineteenth-Century American Calvinism 131 
There were major controversies among Presbyterians, German 
Reformed, and Baptist Calvinists in America, but there were also many 
giants of the Reformed faith. 

15. Nineteenth-Century European Calvinism 137 
Reformed theology continued amid challenges in Germany, Switzerland, 
Fiance, the Netherlands, England, and Scotland and prospered among 
the orthodox. 
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16. Neo-Orthodoxy 146 
An aberrant spinoff from historic Calvinism arose in the twentieth 
century in the theologies ofKarl Barth, Emil Brunner, Thomas Torrance, 
and various American theologians. 

17. Twentieth-Century American Calvinism 155 
Calvinism splintered among Presbyterians, Dutch-American Reformed, 
Baptists, and others but experienced a resurgence in the last few decades. 

18. Twentieth-Century British Calvinism 165 
There were notable Reformed preachers and theologians in England, 
Wales, Scotland, and Northern Ireland in the twentieth century. 

19. Twentieth-Century International Calvinism 171 
The Reformedfaith continued to grow in the face of controversies in the 
Netherlands, France, Canada, and South Africa and began to spread in 
Australia, the Far East, and elsewhere. 

The Theology of Calvinism 

The Sovereignty of God 

20. The Sovereignty of God 183 
A key feature of Calvinism is its doctrine of the transcendence, 
independence, authority, and absolute sovereignty of God. 

21. Absolute Predestination 194 
Godforeordained in eternity everything that will happen in time. 

22. Objections to Predestination 204 
Various objections to the Reformed doctrine of predestination can be 
answeredfrom the Bible. 

23. Foreknowledge 2 13 
God knows everything that will ever happen because He hasforeordaitied 
everything, contrary to the error of Open Theism. 

24. Providence 220 

God sovereignly guides all things in creation by providence, including 
miracles. 
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25. The Will of God 227 
The will of God has been revealed to us in a twofold manner: the secret 
will of predestination and the revealed will of law and gospel. 

26. Divine Sovereignty and Human Responsibility 238 
It is a biblical paradox that God is sovereign and man is responsible, but 
God intervenes in the will of man, who remains accountable. 

27. Prayer and the Sovereignty of God 245 
The interplay of divine sovereignty and human responsibility is 
illustrated hi the practice of prayer. 

28. The Glory of God 252 

The ultimate goal of predestination and providence is the display of the 
beauty and glory of God through Jesus Christ. 

The Five Points of Calvinism 

Total Depravity 

29. The Origin of Sin 25 7 

God is not the author or approver of sin, yet He foreordained sin to come 
into existence as part of His overall plan. 

30. The Problem of Evil 271 

God tempts no man but allows sin and tragedy to occur as part of His 
plan to reveal His glory. 

31. Original Sin 279 
The sin and guilt of Adam has been passed on and imputed to all humans, 
though Ca/vinists differ on the exact means this is done. 

32. Total Depravity 2gç 

Sin affects and controls all aspects of humans, such as their bodies, hearts, 
minds, emotions, consciences, and wills. 

33. The Depth of Depravity ^00 

Sinners are spiritually dead children of the devil, who hate God and love 
sin and are far more wicked than they realize. 

34. The Bondage of the Will 3I6 

Sinners are slaves of sin and Satan and are morally unable to think or 
will any spiritual good until they are freed by Jesus Christ in salvation. 
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35. Total Depravity and Human Responsibility 325 
Sinners do not have a neutral "free will\ " but their sinful state leaves 
them morally accountable and guilty before God. 

Unconditional Election 

36. Unconditional Election 333 
In eternity God unconditionally chose some sinners to be saved. 

37. The Election of Grace 341 
By sovereign grace, God elected some sinners and wrote their names 
permanently in the Book of Life. 

38. Election and Foreknowledge 348 
God chose the elect by special love and not by foreseeing their faith or 
anything good in them. 

39. Election in Christ 354 
God the Father chose the elect in, through, andfor Jesus Christ, who was 
chosen to be their Head and Savior. 

40. The Covenant of Redemption 361 

The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit covenanted together in choosing a 
people to be the bride of Christ in a covenant of salvation, love, and 
glory. 

41. Objections to Election 370 
Various objections to the Reformed doctrine of election can be answered 
from the Bible. 

42. The Destiny of the Elect 382 
The elect were chosen to enjoy salvation, eternal life, holiness, conformity 
to the image of Christ, glorification in heaven, and eternal love with 
God. 

43. Practical Implications of Election 389 

Christians may know they are elect asid should live for God in humility, 
holiness, and love. 

44- The Doctrine of Reprobation 397 
The Bible teaches that God has not chosen all sinners to salvation but 
passed over many of them and left them to be punishedfor their sins. 
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45. Hie Hardening of the Reprobate 412 

God blinds the minds and hardens the hearts of the reprobate and 
withholds saving gracefrom them to prepare them for judgment. 

46. The Destiny of the Reprobate 422 

Those whom God did not choose are destined to be punishedfor their sins 
eternally and consciously in hell to glorify God's justice and wrath. 

47. The Relation of Election and Reprobation 432 
There are more reprobate than elect, while election is primary, and there 
are other relations between the two. 

48. The Order of the Decrees 442 
Mainstream Calvinista correctly teaches the biblical truth of 
infralapsarianism rather than a supralapsarian or Amyraldian order 
of the decrees. 

49. The Election of Angels 456 
God chose some angels to remain holy but allowed the rest of the angels to 
fall into sin and never be saved. 

50. The Election of Dying Infants 467 
God chose all dying infants as a class by sovereign grace to be saved and 
go to heaven. 

51. The Destiny of the Unevangelized 480 
God did not choose to salvation any of the sinners who never hear the 
gospel, for Christ is the only way to salvation, so the unevangelized will 
be punished justly for their sins. 

Limited Atonement 

52. The Extent of the Atonement 492 
Christ died especially for the elect, hut there is a general aspect of the 
atonementfor all men. 

53. Limited Atonement 
The primary design of the atonement was that Christ died to effectually 
satisfy the wrath of God for the elect and guarantee their salvation. 

54. Objections to Limited Atonement 
Various objections to the Reformed doctrine of limited atonement may be 
answeredfrom the Bible. 
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Irresistible Grace 

55. Irresistible Grace 532 
God irresistibly draws the elect to Christ in salvation by the effectual 
power of the Holy Spirit. 

56. The New Birth 542 
God sovereignly bestows regeneration on the elect through the Word of 
God\ so they are passive, and the Spirit is active, and thus regeneration 
precedes faith. 

57. The Gift of Faith 552 
God sovereignly gives saving faith to the elect, so they are justified by 
faith alone and not by their good works. 

58. The Order of Salvation 560 
The logical order of salvation is calling, regeneration, faith, repentance, 
justification, adoption, and glorification. 

59. Common Grace 572 
God has a general love for all sinners, by which He restrains their sin, 
enables them to do outward good and develop the various spheres of 
culture, and prepares the electfor salvation. 

The Perseverance of the Saints 

60. Preservation of the Saints 583 
God preserves all the regenerated elect so that they stay saved and never 
lose their salvation. 

61. Perseverance of the Saints 595 
God continues to work in the hearts ofthe regenerate elect so they continue 
to live lives of faith, repentance, and obedience, thus preventing apostasy 
or continual backsliding. 

62. Objections to Eternal Security 606 
Various objections to the Reformed doctrine of preservation and 
perseverance can be answeredfrom the Bible. 

Miscellaneous Doctrines 

63. Holy Scripture 615 
lie Reformed faith holds to certain distinctive doctrines regarding the 
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infallibility, perspicuity, authority and providential preservation of 
Scripture, as well as the analogy of faith and the self-authenticating 
witness of the Spirit. 

64. The Two Natures of Christ 
Jesus Christ is both fully God and fully man in one person, without any 
mixture or communication of attributes between the natures. 

65. The Active and Passive Obedience of Christ 
In justification, God imputes the active obedience of Christ's holy life as 
well as the passive obedience of His atoning death. 

66. The Law 
Calviniste believe in the three uses and three divisions of the law in 
contrast to legalism and antinomianism. 

67. Covenant Theology 
God has worked progressively in history through a series of related 
covenants, in contrast with Dispensationalism. 

68. The Church 
Mainstream Calvinism practices a presbyterial form of church 
government, in which the marks of the true church are important and 
the Regulative Principle of Worship is practiced. 

69. The Sacraments 
There are only two true sacraments, namely baptism and Communion, 
and Christians enjoy spiritual fellowship with Christ in the Lord's 
Supper by the Word and the Spirit. 

70. Calvinistic Apologetics 
Reformed theologians have used various methods to defend the Christian 
faith, and the best is an improvement on Presuppositionalism, which 
may be termed biblical apologetics. 

71. Reformed Evangelism 
Reformed Christians practice biblical evangelism in keeping with the 
sovereignty of God and the five points while avoidingArminian abuses 
such as "easy believism. " 

;72. Arminianism 
Armi,danism is an evangelical form of Semi-Pelagianism, a rival to 
Calvinism, and an error but not necessarily a damnable heresy. 
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73. Hie Practical Application of Calvinism 712 
Calvinists should have a biblical worldview, avoid certain problems, 
and cultivate spiritual attitudes in keeping with their distinctive 
theology. 

74. Calvinism Today and Tomorrow 721 
There are varieties of Calvinism, but they are all God-centered and 
guide us optimistically to thefuture. 

Calvinism vs. Arminianism Chart 729 
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