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cenotaph of Mahmud ibn Sebüktekin,
420/1030
Ghazna (Afganistan). Fragment of inscription with 
name of Ibrâhîm, 1059-99; Fragment of inscription 
with name of Yamin al-Dawla, late eleventh-early 
twelfth century
Isfahan. Masjid-i Jâmï: fragment of inscription on north 
face of south dome, 478/1086-8
Western Iran. Marble gravestone, 549/1154
Aleppo. Minaret of the Great Mosque: inscription on 
the third zone, 483/1090
Aleppo. Madrasa al-Halläwiyya, 543/1149: inscriptions 
on the portal
Damascus. Bimäristän al-Nuri, 549/1154, foundation 
inscription
Hama (Syria). Mosque of Nûr al-Dîn: inscription on 
back of minbar
Aleppo. Maqâm Ibrâhîm in the citadel: inscription of 
Nür al-Dîn, 563/1168
Aleppo. Maqâm Ibrâhîm in the citadel: inscription of 
Ismâ’îl, 575/1180
Aleppo. Citadel, Lion's Gate: inscription of al- Zahir 
Ghâzî, 606/1210
Aleppo. Mosque in the citadel: inscription of al-Zähir 
Ghâzî, 610/1213
Aleppo. Madrasa al-Firdaws, 633/1235-6: inscription in 
courtyard
Mosul. Mosque al-Nürï: mihräb, 543/1148.
Originally in the now destroyed Umayyad mosque in 
Mosul
Mosul. Mosque al-Nürï: inscriptions on capitals,
II70-2
Mosul. Mashhad of Imâm ‘Awn al-Dîn, 646/1248: 
portal to the masjid

3 1 9

1,20

32O

3,20

32.2

322

324

325
326

329

330

331

332

332

332

333

333

334

335

336

336



FIGURES xvii

14.26 Mosul. Mashhad of Imäm ‘Awn al Din, 646/1248:
portal to the masjid, detail of inscription 337

14.27 Mosul. Shrine of Imam Awn al-Din, 1242, detail of
thuluth inscription on portal 337

14.28 Tlemcen (Algeria). Great Mosque: inscription on the
mihräb dome, 530/1136 337

14.29 Fez. Mosque of al-Qarawiyyin: inscriptions in the cells
of the mihräb dome, 531/1137 338

14.30 Fez. Mosque of al-Qarawiyyin: foundation inscriptions
above the mihräb, 531/1137 339

14.31 Cairo. Citadel: inscription of Saläh al-Din on the
Mudarraj Gate, 579/1183 341

14.32 Cairo. Fragmentary inscription of Saläh al-Din,
583/1187 342

14.33 Cairo. Madrasa of al-$alih Najm al-Din Ayyüb,
641/1243: foundation inscription above the portal 344

15.1 A\-Asma'ì, Ta'rlkh miilük al-'Arab, 24.3/957 354
15.2 New Testament, Timothy 4:if. Jerusalem 902 358
15.3 Al-Siräfi, Kitäb akhbär al-nahwiyyïn al-basriyyin, 

calligrapher Ali b. Shädhän al-Räzi, Iraq/Iran, dated
986 359

15.4 Qur an, Iran (other part of same ms. at the University
Library in Istanbul [A6758] is dated 361/972),
calligrapher ‘Ali b. Shädhin al-Räzi 361

16.1 Khirbat al-Mafjar, reconstruction drawing of fountain,
c. 735 370

16.2 Samarra, Balkuwära Palace, 849-59, plan 372
16.3 Samarra, stone fountain, originally in the Great

Mosque, 849-52, now in Khän Murjän, Baghdad 373
16.4 Madinat al-Zahrä’, 936-81, central palace complex,

Plan 374
16.5 Madinat al-Zahrä’, view of Salon Rico (953-7) from

north-west 374
16.6 Spain. Madinat al-Zahra’, 936 and later, 'Dar al-Jund',

from south 375
16.7 Madinat al-Zahrä’, Salon Rico, from garden 376
16.8 Madinat al-Zahrä’, pools seen through arches of Salon

Rico 377
16.9 Lashkari Bäzär, south palace, eleventh-twelfth

century, plan 377
16.10 Lashkari Bäzär, south palace,-1: external iwän, present

condition; II: eleventh-century plan of fountain 378
16.11 Qal’at Bani Hammäd, 1015-1152, plan of main

palace 379
16.12 Qal ’at Bani Hammäd, marble slab of a shädirwän,

eleventh century 380
16.13 Palermo, La Ziza, 1166-85, aerial view 380
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16.15 Palermo, La Ziza, view of salsabìl 381
16.15 Palermo, Capella Palatina, 1154-66, painting in the 

ceiling 381
16.16 Mardin, Qasr al-Firdaws, 1239-60, plan and section of 

centrai iwän 382
16.17 Mardin, Qasr al-Firdaws, 1239-60, main iwän from 

south 383
16.18 Mardin, Qasr al-Firdaws, view of cistern 384
16.19 Fustät (old Cairo), House VI, eleventh-twelfth century, 

plan 384
16.20 Diyarbakir, palace in the citadel, early thirteenth 

century, plan 385
16.21 Diyarbakir, palace in the citadel, detail of pool 385
16.22 Qal’at Sahyûn, Ayyubid palace, late twelfth century 386
16.23 Qal’at Sahyûn, Ayyubid palace, courtyard 386
16.24 Seville, garden in the patio of Qasr al-Mubärak, twelfth 

century 387
16.25 Granada, Alhambra, fourteenth century, exterior

towers 388
16.26 Story of Bayâd and Riyäd, Bayäd lying unconscious by 

a noria, Spain, thirteenth century, ms. ar. 368, fol. 19 r, 
Biblioteca Apostolica Vaticana 390

16.27 Drawing of a säqiya in Spain 391
16.28 Water-elevating mechanism, al-Jazarî, Ma 'iifat 

al-Hiyal, 1354, Suleymaniye Library, Istanbul, 3606 392
16.29 Granada, Alhambra, lion fountain at the pool of the 

Partal, thirteenth century 393
16.30 Granada, Alhambra, plan of main units 395
16.31 Granada. The Alhambra Palace: Courtyard of the 

Myrtle, 1333-54, from south 396
16.32 Granada, Alhambra, Court of the Lions, 1354-9 396
16.33 Granada, Alhambra, Fountain of the Lions, eleventh 

and fourteenth centuries 397
17.1 Damascus. Great Mosque, 705-15, the 'Barada Panel' 408
17.2 'Barada Panel' mosaics in the Great Mosque of 

Damascus, Syria; 705-15 408
17-3 Ground plan of Balkuwara Palace, Samarra, Iraq,- 

c. 850 410
17.4 View of Madinat al-Zahra, Spain,- 926 412
17-5 A saqiya or water-raising device 4M
17.6 [facing page) Salsabìl fountain in the Zisa Palace, 

Palermo, Sicily,- 1189 415
17-7 Plan and section of the Qasr al-Firdaws east of Mardin, 

Turkey,- r239-60 416
17.8 View of main iwän in the Qasr al-Firdaws east of 

Mardin, Turkey,- r239-60 416
17-9 Salsabìl in the Ayyubid Palace, Aleppo, Syria; c. T200 417
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17.10 Fountain in the Court of the Lions, Alhambra Palace, 
Granada, Spain; fourteenth century,- detail of the 
fountain in the Court of the Lions, Alhambra Palace,
Granada, Spain; fourteenth century 420

18.1 Jordan. Qusayr Amra, 743-5, main hall from north-east 425
18.2 Great Mosque of Damascus (705-15) 'Barada' mosaic 426
18.3 Jordan. Qusayr Amra, 743-5, the Hunt fresco 428
18.4 Qusayr ‘Amra - iwän with enthroned prince 428
18.5 Qusayr‘Amra - frescos on west wall 429
18.6 Qusayr Amra - detail of onagers 430
18.7 Qusayr Amra - reconstruction of frescos on west 430
18.8 Taq-e Bostan, fifth century ad 431
18.9 Taq-e Bostan Royal Boar Hunt, fifth century ad 432
19.1 Aleppo. Mashhad al-Husayn, 1183-96, courtyard from

south-west 442
19.2 Damascus. Shrine of Sayyida Ruqayya, rebuilt

1988-95, main courtyard 444
19.3 Damascus. The Madrasa al-Muqaddamiyya, courtyard

(now destroyed) 445
19.4 Damascus. Shrine of Sayyida Ruqayya and unknown

dome, 1978 446
19.5 Coloured cadastral map of region around Sayyida

Ruqayya 446
19.6 Darayya. Shrine of Sayyida Sukaina bint ‘Alt

(condition in early 2006) 447
19.7 Damascus. Shrine of Sayyida Zaynab, exterior 447
19.8 Damascus. Bab Saghir cemetery, double shrine of

Fatima and Sukaina bint al-Husayn 448
19.9 Raqqa. Model of the shrine complex of Ammar

b. Yâsir, Uways al-Qaranï and Ubayy b. Ka‘b 448
19.10 Aleppo. Mashhad al-Husayn, c. 1910 449
19.11 Damascus. Map of walled city 449
19.12 Damascus. Shrine of Sayyida Ruqayya, aerial view 450
19.13 Damascus. Shrine of Sayyida Ruqayya, street view 450
19.14 Damascus. Shrine of Sayyida Ruqayya, plan of first

expansion 451
19.15 Damascus: Shrine of Sayyida Ruqayya, plan of second

expansion 451
19.16 Damascus. Shrine of Sayyida Ruqayya, courtyard 452
19.17 Damascus. Shrine of Sayyida Ruqayya, central hall 452
19.18 Damascus. Shrine of Sayyida Ruqayya, cenotaph 453
19.19 Damascus. Shrine of Sayyida Ruqayya, dome 453
19.20 Damascus. Shrine of Sayyida Ruqayy, inscriptions on

door to cenotaph 454
19.21 Damascus. Shrine of Sayyida Ruqayya, inscription on

dome’s drum 454 
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19-22 Damascus. Shrine of Sayyida Ruqayya, hadith
inscriptions 45 5

19.23 Damascus. Shrine of Sayyida Ruqayya, hadith
inscriptions 45 5

19.24 Letter signed by President Hafez Assad 45
20.1 Damascus. Shrine of Sayyida Zaynab, rebuilt 1980s,

façade from north 463
20.2 Shrine of Sayyida Zaynab, south of Damascus 463
20.3 Women touching the grille of the cenotaph at Sayyida

Zaynab's shrine 464
20.4 Damascus. Shrine of Sayyida Zaynab, worshippers at

the cenotaph 464
20.5 Chart of the main tenets of Ithna‘Ashari Shi ism 465
20.6 Ground plan of shrine of Imam ‘Ali, Najaf 467
20.7 Men at the cenotaph of the shrine of Sayyida Zaynab 468
20.8 Inscriptions on the shrine of Sayyida Ruqayya,

Damascus 469
20.9 Qur’ânic verse 28:5 from sura al-Qasas inscribed in a

frieze on the shrine of Sayyida Zaynab 47 0
20.10 Detail of a hadith referring to Imam Ali, inscribed on

courtyard tiles at the shrine of Sayyida Ruqayya 471
20.11 Detail of a hadith referring to the succession of the 

Twelve Imams, inscribed on tiles near the cenotaph
inside the shrine of Sayyida Ruqayya 471

20.12 Najaf. Shrine of Imam ‘Ali, main iwän and dome, from
north-east 472

20.13 Mirror-glass mosaic work (â ’ina-kän] in the dome of
the shrine of Sayyida Ruqayya 47 3

20.14 Dome with mirror-glass mosaic at the shrine of
Sukaina bint al-Husayn, Darayya, Syria 47 3

21.1 Damascus. Bimäristän al-Nuri, 1154, façade 483
21.2 Damascus. Bimäristän al-Nuri, 1154, courtyard, from

south-east 484
21.3 Ground plan of Bimäristän al-Nuri (1154), Damascus 485
21.4 Eastern iwän of Bimäristän al-Nuri, Damascus 486
21.5 Façade of Bimäristän of Arghun al-Kamili (c. 1285),

Aleppo 486
21.6 First courtyard of Bimäristän of Arghun al-Kamili,

Aleppo 486
21.7 Exterior view of Darushifa’ (or çifte Medrese)

al-Ghiyathiyyya (1205), Kayseri 487
21.8 Plan of the complex of Qalawun (1285) 489
21.9 View from one of the chambers of the insane at

Bimäristän of Arghun al-Kamili (c. 1285), Aleppo 490


