
The Love Jones Cohort

Single and Living Alone in the Black Middle Class

KRIS MARSH
University of Maryland

Cambridge
UNIVERSITY PRESS



Contents

List of Figures page ix

List of Tables xi

Preface xiii

Introducing the Members of the Love Jones Cohort xix

Acknowledgments xxv

Introduction 1

1 Scholarly Debates on Defining the Black Middle Class 17

2 How the Love Jones Cohort Defines the Black Middle Class 31

3 The Love Jones Cohort and Black Middle-Class Identity 40

4 The Rise of Never-Married Black Singles 52

5 Choice, Circumstance, or Both? 73

6 Lifestyle Ebbs and Flows 83

7 Intergenerational Mobility and Disseminating Wealth 99

8 Homeownership and the Accumulation of Wealth 117

9 Neighborhood Decisions and Interactions 132

10 Health, Mental Well-Being, and Coping Strategies
(with Courtney Thomas) 145

Conclusion 164

Afterword 171

vii



viii Contents

Appendices
A Percentage of Black and White Persons, between the Ages

of 25 and 65 Who Never Married, 1880-2019 173
B Calculating the Black Middle-Class Index (BMCi),

by Kris Marsh, William A. Darity Jr., Philip N. Cohen,
Lynne M. Casper, and Danielle Salters 174

C Brief Explanations of the Ten of the Most Persistent
Myths Surrounding the Racial Wealth Gap,
by William Darity Jr., Darrick Hamilton, Mark Paul,
Alan Aja, Anne Price, Antonio Moore, and Caterina Chiopris 177

References 181

Index 209



2.1

3.1

4.1

4.2

4.3

4.4

4.5

5.1

6.1

7.1

7.2

Figures

Percentage of Love Jones Cohort by age and gender 
who define the Black middle class with objective, 
subjective, or a combination of measures page 32
Percentage of the Love Jones Cohort members defines being
Black and middle class as the same or different from the other 
middle classes 41
Percentage of Black women and men aged 25-65 who
have never been married, 1880-2019 54
Percentage of never-married Black women and men
aged 25-65 with a bachelor’s degree or higher, 1940-2019 55
Percentage of never-married Black women and men
aged 25-65 with a professional occupation, 1880-2019 56
Median income of Black female and male householders
living alone, aged 25 and over, in 2019 dollars 56
Percentage of never-married Black women and men
aged 25-65 who own or bought a home, 1900-2019 57
Percentage of Love Jones Cohort, by age and gender,
who classify their SALA status as being due to choice, 
circumstance, or both 74
Percentage of the Love Jones Cohort who used neutral,
positive, and negative words to describe their lifestyle 84
Percentage of the Love Jones Cohort, by age and gender, 
who report their class status as the same or different 
from that of their parents 103
Percentage of the Love Jones Cohort, by age and gender,
who have a living trust, will, or other unofficial documentation 
to disseminate their wealth 108

ix



x List of Figures

7.3 Percentage of the Love Jones Cohort, by age and gender, 
who will leave their assets to parents/grandparents, 
siblings, nieces/nephews, and/or godchildren

8.1 Percentage of the Love Jones Cohort, by age and gender, 
who own homes, stock and bonds, retirement accounts, 
or other assets

10.1 Percentage of the Love Jones Cohort members, by age and 
gender, who report their SALA status as having negative or 
positive influence, or both, on their well-being

112

121

151



Tables

8.1 Ten of the most persistent myths surrounding the 
racial wealth gap page 118

xi


