Ebla
Archaeology and History

Paolo Matthiae

Translated by Richard Bates,
Mattia Bilardello, and Anita Weston

% Routledge

Taylor & Francis Group
LONDON AND NEW YORK



Contents

10

List of plates

List of figures

Foreword '

Preface to the English edition
Publishers” acknowledgements

From Tell Mardikh to Ebla: Archaeological exploration
Ebla and early urbanization in Syria
Ebla, Mari, Akkad: From city-states to empire

The Royal Palace in the age of the Archives: Space and
function

Early Syrian religion, the Red Temple, and the Temple
of the Rock

The State Archives: Economy, culture, and society

Artistic expressions and material culture in the mature
Early Syrian Period

The crisis in the Early Syrian world and the archaic Old
Syrian renaissance

From Ebla to Yamkhad: The territorial states of the
Amorite Age

Town planning and architecture in the Old Syrian city

Vil

. XXV

XX1X
XXXI1

19

30

42

65

84

111

142

155

168



vi Contents

11 Old Syrian artistic culture: Originality and continuity 211
12 Old Syrian material culture: Characteristics and
development 251
13 From Ebla to Tell Mardikh: Decline of a great
urban centre 277
Appendix 289
Notes 362
Bibliography 397
Bibliographical update 435

Index 440



Plates

11
I, 1
I11, 2

v

VI

VIL, 1

VIL, 2

VIII

IX, 1-3

Ebla, Acropolis: The Central Complex of Royal Palace G of
the mature Syrian Period and, in the background, the Ishtar’s
Temple of the Old Syrian Period, from the south, 24th and
18th—17th century BC

Ebla, Royal Palace G: The cuneiform tablets in place in the
Archive L.2769 of the Administrative Quarter, from the south,
24th century BC

Ebla, Royal Palace G: The Archive room L.2769 under the east
porch of the Court of Audience of the Administrative Quarter,
from the south, 24th century Bc

Ebla, Royal Palace G: The cuneiform tablets in place against
the east wall of the Archive L.2769 of the Administrative
Quarter, from the west, 24th century BC

Ebla, Area HH: The Temple of the Rock (Temple HH) in the
Lower Town South-East, from the east, 24th century BC

Ebla, lid of pharaonic alabaster vessel with the cartouche
of Pepy I of Egypt in hieroglyphs from court L.2913 of the
Administrative Quarter, 24th century BC

Ebla, tablet with the treaty between Ebla and Abarsal, clay
(TM..75.(G.2420), from the Archive L..2769, 24th century BC
Sumerian lexical tablet with the basic canonic redaction for
lexical bilingual lists (TM.75.G.2422), from the Archive L.2769,
24th century BC

Sumerian literary tablet with incantations (TM.75.G.1772),
from the Archive 1..2769, 24th century BC

Economic tablet with annual account of metals at the time of
1bbi-Zikir, clay (TM.75.G.2429), from the Archive L.2769, 24th
century BC

Male hair-dress, steatite (TM.75.G.200), side, front, and back
views, from court L.2913 of the Administrative Quarter, 24th
century BC

Ideal reconstruction of a sector of the “Standard of Ebla”,
with triumph scenes and representations of the lion-headed



viii  List of plates

X1

XII, 1

XIL, 2

XIIT

XIv

) 4%

XVI, 1

XVI, 2

XVl

XVIII

XIX

XX

XXI, 1-2

eagle above human-headed bulls, marble inlays, reused in the
floor of 1..4436 of the Central Complex of the Royal Palace G,
24th century BC

Inlays from the “Standard of Ebla”, with an Eblaite soldier
piercing an enemy with the spear, marble (TM.88.G.450) reused
in the floor of L.4436 of the Central Complex of the Royal
Palace G, 24th century BC

Miniature head from a panel or polymateric statuette, marble
(TM..77.G.220), from the court L.2913 of the Administrative
Quarter of the Royal Palace G, 24th century BC

Miniature figurine of a crouching lion, marble (TM.778.G.320),
from the court L.2913 of the Administrative Quarter of the
Royal Palace G, 24th century BC

Polymateric statuette of a crouching human-headed bull,
wood, gold, and steatite (TM.76.G.850) from the room L.2764
of the Administrative Quarter of the Royal Palace G, 24th
century BC

Polymateric statuette of a seated queen, wood, gold, jasper, and
steatite (TM.07.G.230) from the room L.9583 of the Northern
Quarter of the Royal Palace G, 24th century BC

Polymateric statuette of a standing queen, wood, silver,
steatite, and jasper (TM.07.G.231) from the room 1.9583 of
the Northern Quarter of the Royal Palace G, 24th century BC
Ebla, Area P North: The remains of the late Early Syrian Archaic
Palace in the foreground and of the Old Syrian Northern
Palace behind them, the Acropolis is in the background, from
the north, 21st, 18th—17th century BC

Ebla, Western Palace: The room L.3135 with 16 querns in place
for grinding grains in the North-West Wing, from the south-
west, 18th—~17th century BC

Ebla, Western Palace: The North-West Wing of the classical
Old Syrian building with the Acropolis in the background,
from the west, 18th—17th century BC

Ebla, Southern Palace: The classical Old Syrian building
with the stables bottom right, from the north-west, 18th-17th
century BC

Ebla, Royal Necropolis: Pottery in place in the Old Syrian
Tomb of the Princess (Hypogeum Q.78.A), from the south,
19th-18th century BC

Old Syrian headless statue of a standing queen, basalt
(TM.88.P.628), front view, from the vestibule L.4600 of Ishtar’s
Temple in the Lower Town, 18th—17th century BC

Old Syrian headless statue of a standing queen, basalt
(TM.88.P.628), side and back views, from the vestibule 1.4600
of Ishtar’s Temple in the Lower Town, 18th-17th century BC



XXII, 1-2

XXIII, 1-2

XXIV, 1-2

XXV

XXVI

XXVII, 1-2

XXVIII

XXIX

XXXI, 1-4

XXX1I

List of plates  ix

Old Syrian sculpted bipartite basin, marble (TM.65.D.236),
front and side faces, from the cella L.202 of Ishtar’s Temple on
the Citadel, 19th-18th century BC

Old Syrian Ishtar’s Stele, basalt (TM.67.E.224 + 85.E.85 +
85.G.350), reusedin the vestibule L.3880 of Shrine G3, 19th—18th
century BC

Old Syrian Ishtar’s Obelisk, basalt (TM.06.S.1), from the
south-west slopes of the Acropolis, 19th-18th century BC

Old Syrian head of cultic statue of Ishtar, basalt (TM.89.P.318),
from the vestibule 1.4600 of Ishtar’s Temple in the Lower
Town, 19th-18th century BC

Cup in the shape of Hathoric head, glazed pottery
(TM.70.B.930), from the room L.1556 of the private houses in
Area B East, 17th century BC

Old Syrian talisman with representations of the funerary
banquet of a king and of adoration of a human-headed bull,
front and back sides, hippopotamus ivory (TM.78.Q.455),
from Hypogeum C of the Tomb of the Lord of the Goats, 18th
century BC

Six bracelets (TM.78.Q.370-375), a toggle-pin (TM.78.Q.369),
an earring (?) (TM.78.Q.366), and a necklace with fluted
mellon-shaped beads (TM.78.Q.367), gold, lapis lazuli, and
amethyst, from the Hypogeum Q.78.A of the Tomb of the
Princess, 19th—18th century BC

Old Syrian necklace with granulation (TM.79.Q.250), clements
from necklaces, beads, and earrings, in part Egyptian, from the
Hypogeum Q.78.B of the Tomb of the Lord of the Goats, 18th
century BC

Egyptian ceremonial mace with cylinder with the name of pharaoh
Hotepibra Harnejheryotef venerated by two cynocephali, gold,
silver, ivory, marble (TM.78.Q.453 + 461 + 420), from the
Hypogeum Q.78.B of the Tomb of the Lord of the Goats, 18th
century BC

Details of the seal with the hieroglyphic Egyptian ceremonial
mace with cylinder bearing the name of pharaoh Hotepibra
Harnejheryotef venerated by two cynocephali, gold, silver,
ivory, marble (TM.78.Q.453 + 461 + 420), from the Hypogeum
Q.78.B of the Tomb of the Lord of the Goats, 18th century BC
Old Syrian head of a king with Osiriac crown, hippopotamus
ivory (TM.88.P.535), from room L.4070 of the Northern
Palace, 18th—17th century BC



Figures

1.1

1.2

1.3

1.4

1.5

1.6

1.7

1.8

1.9

1.10

1.11

1.12

1.13

Assur, aerial view of Qal‘at Shergat, with the monuments

of the great Middle Assyrian centre, and the trenches of

W. Andrae’s excavations

Ugarit, aerial view of Ras Shamrah, with Minet el-Beydah
port in the background, the Royal Palace to the left and the
Acropolis to the right

Mari, aerial view of Tell Hariri, with the region of Zimri-
Lim’s Royal Palace and of the Pre-Sargonic Palace in the centre
Byblos, aerial view of Gebeyl, with the Phoenician ports, and
the Crusaders’ Castle

Ebla, view of Tell Mardikh from the north, with the
Acropolis emerging to the left, behind the ramparts of the
Old Syrian fortification

Tuttul, aerial view of Tell Bi‘a, with the mediacval city of
Raqqah and the Euphrates in the background

Karnak, Amon-Ra’s Temple, detail of the cartouche with
the name of Ebla in Egyptian hieroglyphs, among Thutmose
1IT’s conquests on the seventh pylon, 15th century BC

Ebla, aerial view of Tell Mardikh from the north-west, with
the Old Syrian ramparts

The carved double basin discovered in the Lower City of Tell
Mardikh, before the beginning of the Italian excavations;
main face, 19th century BC

Tell Mardikh, topographic plan with the areas excavated up
to 2009

Ebla, ruins of the Northern Palace of the Old Syrian period,
with the Acropolis in the background, from the north,
18th—17th century BC

Ebla, ruins of the Western Fort of the Old Syrian Period, on
the top of the rampart of the fortifications, from the south,
18th—17th century BC

Ebla, general view of the Southern Palace of the Old Syrian
Period, from the north-east, 18th—17th century BC

10

11

12

14

15

16

16



List of figures xi
1.14 Detail of the Stele of Sargon of Akkad, with the king’s

figure, from Susa, 24th century BC 17
2.1 Uruk, ruins of the White Temple in the region of Anu’s
Zigqurat, Protohistorical Period, 32nd-31st century BC 20

2.2 Nagar, topographic plan of Tell Brak, with Naram-Sin’s

Palace, the Eye Temple, and the Temple and Palace of the

Mittanian Period 22
2.3 Ebla, Area G South, ruins of Building G2 of the archaic

Early Syrian Period, on the south slope of the Acropolis,

from the east, 26th—-25th century BC 26
2.4 Ebla, Area CC, storage rooms for cereals, probably belonging
to Building G2, from the north-west, 26th-25th century BC 26

3.1 Economic tablet, with registration of deliveries of wool

of Ibrium’s time (TM.75.G.1319), clay, from the Archive

L.2769, 24th century BC 31
3.2 Tablet with the letter of Enna-Dagan of Mari to the king of

Ebla (TM.75.(G.2367), clay, from the Archive L.2769, 24th

century BC 33
3.3 Pharaonic diorite lamp, bearing a hieroglyphic inscription
with Chefren’s name, from the Royal Palace G, 26th century BC 35

3.4 Economic tablet with the registration of incomes and

outputs of silver and gold (TM.75.G.1353), clay, from the

Archive L.2769, 24th century BC 37
3.5 Economic tablet with a yearly account of goods, of Ibbi-

Zikir’s time (TM.75.G.2070), clay, from the Archive L..2769,

24th century BC 38
3.6 The so-called head of Sargon of Akkad (M.11331), copper,
from Nineveh, 23rd century BC 39

4.1 Ebla, Royal Palace G, schematic plan with the indication of

the sectors and quarters of the Early Syrian palace complex,

24th century BC 43
4.2 Ebla, Area AA, a segment of the mud brick wall of the

fortification of the Early Syrian town, below the Old Syrian

rampart, from the north, 24th century BC 45
4.3 Ebla, Area P, schematic plan of the Early Syrian Building
P4, in the Lower City North-West, 24th century BC 46

4.4 Ebla, Royal Palace G, the razed structures of the West Unit

of the Early Syrian Central Complex, from the east, 24th

century BC 49
4.5 Ebla, Royal Palace G, benches with grinding stones in place

for grinding cereals in room L.3926, from the west, 24th

century BC 49
4.6 Ebla, Royal Palace G, detailed isometric view of the

Administrative Quarter and of the Court of Aundience,

from the east, 24th century BC 51



xii  List of figures

4.7

4.8

4.9

4.10

4.11

4.12

4.13

4.14
4.15
4.16
4.17

5.1
5.2
5.3,
a&b
5.4
5.5
5.6

5.7

5.8

5.9

Ebla, Royal Palace G, the Monumental Gateway of the
entrance to the upper quarters of the Central Complex,
from the west, 24th century BC

Ebla, Royal Palace G, the royal dais below the northern porch
of the Court of Audience, from the east, 24th century BC
Ebla, Royal Palace G, detail of the steps with the impression
of mother-of-pearl inlays in floral patterns, Ceremonial
Staircase, from the west, 24th century BC

Ebla, Royal Palace G, the fire-places in room L.2890 of

the Royal Kitchen in the north side of the Monumental
Gateway, from the west, 24th century BC

Ebla, Royal Palace G, the courtyard 1..2913, inside the
Administrative Quarter, from the north, 24th century BC
Ebla, Royal Palace G, detail of the first ramp of the staircase
to the north of courtyard 1.2913 in the Administrative
Quarter, from the south, 24th century BC

Ebla, Royal Palace G, room L.2984 of the southern annexes
of the Throne Room in the Administrative Quarter, from the
south-east, 24th century BC

Tell Khuera, Royal Palace, schematic plan, 24th century BC
Ugarit, Royal Palace, schematic plan, 14th—13th century BC
Ebla, Area FF, schematic plan of the Hall of Painted Plaster
(Shrine FF2), 24th century BC

Kish, Royal Palace of Tell Ingharra A, schematic plan,
25th—24th century BC

Tablet with a list of monthly offerings to the deities of the
Eblaite pantheon (TM.75.G.2238), clay, from the Archive
L.2769, 24th century BC

Tablet with the first redaction of the “Ritual of Kingship”
(TM.5.G.1823), clay, from the Archive L.2769,

24th century BC

Ushra-Samu’s cylinder seal, and impression with the goddess
Ishkhara’s figure (TM.07.G.200), limestone and gold, from
room L.9583 of the Northern Quarter, 24th century BC
Tablet with a literary text in Sumerian (TM.75.G.2658+),
clay, from the Archive L.2769, 24th century BC

Ebla, Temple of the Rock, view of the cult building, from the
south, 24th century BC

Ebla, Temple of the Rock, the cella L.9190, with the oval
opening and the three wells, from the south, 24th century BC
Ebla, Temple of the Rock, the door to the cella L.9190, with
traces of the destruction, from the west, 24th century BC
Ebla, Red Temple, the ruins of the Early Syrian cult building
below the cella of the Old Syrian Ishtar’s Temple of the
Acropolis, from the east, 24th and 18th~17th century BC
Ebla, Red Temple, detail of the two columns in the vestibule
of the Early Syrian building, in the sounding in the antecella

52

53

54

55

57

58

59
60
61
62

63

66

68

69

73

75

76

78

80



5.10

6.1

6.2

6.3

6.4

6.5

6.6

6.7

6.8

6.9

6.10

6.11

6.12

6.13

6.14

6.15

6.16

6.17

List of figures  xiii

of Ishtar’s Temple of the Acropolis, from the north-west,

24th and 18th—-17th century BC 81
Ebla, Red Temple, schematic isometric view of the mature
Early Syrian cult building, 24th century BC 81

Ebla, Royal Palace G, schematic plan of the Administrative

Quarter, with indication of the main finding places of tablets,

24th century BC 86
Ebla, Royal Palace G, detail of the tablets in place against

the east wall of the Archive L.2769, in the Administrative

Quarter, from the west, 24th century BC 87
Ebla, Royal Palace G, tablets in place on the floor, against

the north wall of the Archive L.2769, from the south, 24th

century BC 87
Ebla, Royal Palace G, tablets in place before the benches in

the vestibule L.2875 of the Administrative Quarter, from the

east, 24th century BC 88
Ebla, Royal Palace G, tablets in place on wooden boards

in the Court of Audience 1.2752, before the Monumental

Gateway, from the south, 24th century BC 88
Ebla, Royal Palace G, the small room L.8778, against the

east wall of the Throne Room L.2866, from the north-west,

24th century BC 89
Ebla, Royal Palace G, reconstruction of the Archive L.2769,

with the placement of the tablets on the shelves, 24th century B¢~ 89
Administrative tablet dealing with land allotments

(TM.75.G.1768), clay, 24th century BC 91
Economic tablet, registering deliveries of gold and silver by
Ibbi-Zikir (TM.75.G.1998), clay, 24th century BC 96
Economic tablet with a monthly account of deliveries of

textiles (TM.75.G.1345), clay, 24th century BC 97

Administrative tablet with royal decisions concerning
Ibrium’s family possessions (TM.75.G.1444), clay, 24th

century BC 98
Economic tablet with a yearly account of goods of Tbrium’s

time (TM.75.G.2031), clay, 24th century BC 99
Administrative tablet of rations for the Palace personnel
(TM.75.G.1655), clay, 24th century BC 100

Administrative tablet with royal decisions about land
belonging to Tisha-Lim (TM.75.G.2396), clay, 24th century 8¢~ 101
Bilingual lexical tablet, with the second group of lemmas of

the canonical list (TM.75.G.1774), clay, 24th century BC 103
Sumerian lexical tablet, from originals of Shuruppak
(TM.75.G.2515), clay, 24th century BC 104

Literary tablet with a Semitic hymn for the god Shamash
(TM.75.G.2421), clay, 24th century BC 105



xiv  List of figures

6.18

7.1

7.2

7.3

7.4

7.5

1.6

7.7

7.8

7.9

7.10,

a&b

7.11

7.12

7.13a

Historical-literary tablet, with the tale of the mission of
Shuwamawabar of Mari to Haddu (TM.75.G.2561), clay,
24th century BC

Inlay of the “Standard of Ebla”, with an Eblaite warrior
carrying felled heads of enemies (TM.88.G.256-257), marble,
reused in the floor of L.4436 in the Central Complex of the
Royal Palace G, 24th century BC

Inlay with a walking human-headed bull (TM.76.G.519),
limestone, from the hall of the Administrative Quarter
L.2866, 24th century BC

Hair-dresses from miniature statues (TM.04.G.824 +

835 + 888), steatite and lapis lazuli, from L.2982 of the
Administrative Quarter, 24th century BC

Revetment foils from miniature statues and from panels,
gold, from L.2982 in the Administrative Quarter, 24th
century BC

Arm rest of a throne with bulls and lions carved in the round
(TM.74.G.1019-1026), wood and mother-of-pearl, from
L.2601 in the North-West Wing, 24th century BC

Inlay with a seated female figure with kaunakés cloak
(TM.04.B.888), marble, 24th century BC

Inlay from the “Standard of Ebla”, with an Eblaite warrior
dragging a defeated enemy (TM.88.G.191), marble,
re-employed in the floor of 1..4436 of the Central Complex
of the Royal Palace G, 24th century BC

Inlay with the large king’s skirt of the “Standard of Ebla”
(TM.88.G.520), marble, 24th century BC

Inlays of cloaks, skirts, and hair-dresses of officials’ figures
from composite wall panels, limestone, steatite, from the
Administrative Quarter, 24th century BC

Fragments of inlaid panels with a scene of a hunt of a
leopard (TM.04.G.777 + 550), marble, from the Court
L.2752, 24th century BC

Eblaite royal tiara from a composite miniature statue
(TM..89.G.268), marble, from L.2890 in the Court’s Kitchen,
24th century BC

Inlay with front-facing figure of an Eblaite king, wearing
tiara and cloak, and holding an axe (TM.74.G.1000), wood,
from L.2601 in the North-West Wing, 24th century BC
Inlay with front-facing figure of an Eblaite queen
(TM.74.G.1016), wood, from L.2601 in the North-West
Wing, 24th century BC

107

112

113

114

115

115

116

118

119

121

121

122

125

126



7.13b

7.14

7.15

7.16

7.17

7.18

7.19

7.20

7.21

7.22

7.23

7.24

7.25

8.1

8.2

8.3

8.4

List of figures xv

Fragmentary head of a female figure (TM.74.G.675), wood,
from 1L.2601 in the North-West Wing, 24th century BC
Inlay with a lion attacking a bovine (TM.74.G.1012-1015),
wood, from 1.2601 in the North-West Wing, 24th century BC
Inlay with a hero stabbing a standing lion (TM.74.G.1007-
1009), wood, from L.2601 in the North-West Wing,

24th century BC

Inlay with warriors stabbing each other (TM.74.G.1011),
wood, from L.2601 in the North-West Wing, 24th century BC
Inlay with a lion tearing a goat to pieces (TM.74.G.1010),
wood, from L.2601 in the North-West Wing, 24th

century BC

Sealing with cylinder seal impressions (TM.75.G.588), clay,
from L.2716 in the Northern Quarter, 24th century BC
Sealing with cylinder seal impressions (TM.75.G.614), clay,
from L.2716 in the Northern Quarter, 24th century BC
Reconstruction of four seals documented by the sealing
discovered in room L.2716 of the Northern Quarter, 24th
century BC

Sealing with cylinder seal impressions (TM.75.G.630), clay,
from L.2716 in the Northern Quarter, 24th century BC
Small figure of standing leopard (TM.77.G.260),
limestone, from the court L.2913 of the Administrative
Quarter, 24th century BC

Reconstruction of Tabur-Damu’s standard, with the queen
facing a funerary statue of the queen-mother Dusigu, wood,
gold, silver, bronze, steatite, limestone, jasper, from

L.9583 of the Northern Quarter, 24th century BC

Table ware from different rooms of the Royal Palace G,
clay, 24th century BC

Table ware from different rooms of the Royal Palace G,
clay, 24th century BC

Votive lamp of Naram-Sin of Akkad, recalling the victory
over Armanum and Ebla (MAH 0.710), green marble, 23rd
century BC

Gudea of Lagash’s Statue B, with the inscription recalling
the timber coming from the Ebla region (AO 2), diorite,
from Telloh, 22nd century BC

Ebla, Arca HH, remains of late Early Syrian private houses,
at the feet of the ruins of the Temple of the Rock, from the
north, 22nd-21st century BC

Ebla, Archaic Palace, detailed plan of the late Early Syrian
building, and of the archaic Old Syrian additions, 21st and
20th—19th century BC

126

127

127

128

128

129

130

131

132

135

136

138

139

143

144

146

147



xvi

8.5

8.6

8.7

9.1

9.2

9.3

9.4

9.5

9.6

9.7

9.8

10.1

10.2

10.3

10.4

List of figures

Ebla, ruins of Temples HH4 and HH5 of the late Early
Syrian period; in the background to the right, the ruins of
the Temple of the Rock, from the north-east, 22nd-21st
century BC

Late Early Syrian painted pottery of the Caliciform horizon,
retrieved in a pit of the cella L.9190 of the Temple of the
Rock, 23rd century BC

Ebla, Archaic Palace, the ruins of the north-west sector of
the original late Early Syrian building, from the north-west,
21st century BC

Inscribed torso of Ibbit-Lim of Ebla’s archaic Old Syrian
votive statue (TM.68.G.61), basalt, from the south-west
sector of the Acropolis, 20th century BC

Drawing of two impressions on tablets of a cylinder

seal rcused and re-incised, originally the property of

king Ib-Damu of Ebla, clay, from Kanish, 21st—19th
century BC

Upper register of the main face of Ishiar’s Stele, with the
goddess’s Old Syrian image (TM.67.E.224 + 85.E.85 +
85.G.350), basalt, from Shrine G3, 19th century BC
Aleppo, Citadel, view of the cella of Hadad’s Temple, with
the archaic Neo-Syrian carved orthostats, from the south,
9th—8th century BC

Immeya of Ebla’s silver platter (TM.78.Q.497), from the
Tomb of the Lord of the Goats,18th century BC

Sealing with cylinder seal impression of an official of
Hammu[rabi] of Ebla (TM.71.M.343), clay, from the
East-South-East Fortress, 18th century BC

Impression on a jar of the seal of Indilimma of Ebla’s son
(TM.79.BQ:126/1), clay, from the Western Palace, 17th
century BC

Tablet of the Hurrian-Hittite “Chant of Release”, clay,
from Boghazkoy, 16th~15th century BC

Ebla, schematic plan of the archaeological site, with the
architectural remains of the Old Syrian city, 18th—17th
century BC

Ebla, Area Z, the western rampart of the Old Syrian city,
with the remains of the stone scarp of the inner wall,

from the north-east, 20th century BC

Ebla, Area V, the western rampart of the Old Syrian city
in the site of the Western Fort, from the north, 20th~17th
century BC

Ebla, Area A, the outer wall in big stone blocks of the
southern rampart of the Old Syrian city, near Damascus
Gate, from the west, 20th-17th century BC

148

149

151

157

158

159

160

161

162

163

164

169

170

173

174



10.5

10.6

10.7

10.8

10.9

10.10

10.11

10.12

10.13

10.14

10.15

10.16

10.17

10.18

10.19

10.20

10.21

10.22

List of figures

Ebla, Damascus Gate, the big basalt and limestone
orthostats of the inner city gate, from the south-west,
20th-17th century BC

Ebla, Archaic Palace, the north-cast sector of the palace with
the archaic Old Syrian refurbishing, from the south-east,
20th-19th century BC

Ebla, Archaic Palace, schematic plan of the palatine building
with the refections in the eastern sector, 20th century BC
Ebla, Area FF, the stone inner wall of the Old Syrian citadel,

between the Southern Palace in the foreground, and the Acropolis

in the background, from the south, 20th-19th century BC
Ebla, Damascus Gate, detailed isometric view of the city
gate, from the west, 20th—17th century BC

Ebla, Damascus Gate, the advanced gate with the limestone
orthostats inside, and the foundations of the lost orthostats
outside, from the north-east, 21st—17th century BC

Ebla, Euphrates Gate, the north side of the city gate, from
the west, 20th—17th century BC

Ebla, Aleppo Gate, the massive semi-circular tower on the east
side of the city gate, from the north, 20th—17th century BC
Ebla, Western Fort, aerial view of the fort on top of the
rampart, from the west, 18th—17th century BC

Ebla, Northern Fort, the structures on the inner slope of the
rampart, with the small barracks, from the south, 18th—17th
century BC

Ebla, Western Fort, detail of the entrance to the rectangular
tower of the Old Syrian complex, from the south-west,
18th-17th century BC

Ebla, Western Palace, the central region of the Old Syrian
royal building, from the south, 18th-17th century BC

Ebla, Western Palace, the rooms over the hypogea of the
Royal Necropolis, from the north, 18th—17th century BC
Ebla, Sector B East, view from above of the private houses
of the quarter between the Southern Palace and Sanctuary
B2, from the east, 17th century BC

Ebla, Southern Palace, the residential and ceremonial
quarters in the central-northern region of the building, from
the north-east, 18th—17th century BC

Ebla, Southern Palace, the stables for equids in the outer
west sector, from the north-east, 18th—17th century BC

Ebla, Northern Palace, the throne room L.4038 with the
round base for the basalt tripod for incense, and the royal
dais in the background, from the west, 18th—17th century BC
Ebla, Sanctuary of the Deified Royal Ancestors, the central
banquet hall, L.2124, from the north-east, 18th—17th
century BC

Xvii

175

176

177

178

179

180

181

181

182

183

184

187

188

189

190

190

192

193



xviil  List of figures

10.23 Ebla, Western Palace, the south-west sector of the Old Syrian
royal building, with the western limit, from the north,
18th-17th century BC

10.24 Ebla, Western Palace, the central sector of the Old Syrian
royal building, with the throne room L.3038, from the
north-east, 18th-17th century BC

10.25 Ebla, Ishtar’s Temple on the Citadel, detailed isometric
view of the Old Syrian cult building, from the south-west,
20th—17th century BC

10.26 Ebla, Temple of Hadad (?), the razed ruins of the cult
building in Area HH (Temple HH2), from the north,
18th~17th century BC

10.27 Ebla, Shapash/Shamash’s Temple, the cella L.2500; in the
background, the offering tables and the bench, from the east,
18th—17th century BC

10.28 Ebla, Cult Terrace of the Lions, aerial view of the Old Syrian
cult building, from the north, 17th century BC 204

10.29 Ebla, Cult Terrace of the Lions, the court L.5050, without
entrances, of the Old Syrian cult building, from the

196

197

200

201

201

south-east, 17th century BC 205
10.30 Ebla, Sanctuary of the Royal Ancestors, detailed isometric

view, from the west, 18th—17th century BC 208
10.31 Statuette of a deified king, sitting on a throne (A0.3992),

bronze, from Mishrifé-Qatna, 17th century BC 209
11.1  Statue of an enthroned king (TM.89.P.314), basalt, from

Ishtar’s Temple in the Lower City, 19th~18th century BC 213
11.2  Side with warriors of the carved double basin discovered

before the beginning of the excavations, basalt, 19th-18th

214

century BC
11.3 Ebla, Western Palace, carved base with two roaring lions
on both sides of a figure of an enthroned Old Syrian king,
basalt, in place in the Western Palace, 19th—18th century BC 215
11.4 Ebla, Ishtar’s Temple in the Lower City, the votive deposit
of royal statues in the vestibule L.4600, from the east,

19th--17th century BC 216
11.5 Fragment of statue of a standing queen (TM.89.P.313), basalt,
from Ishtar’s Temple in the Lower City, 19th—18th century BC 217

11.6 Headless bust of enthroned king (TM.88.P.500), basalt, from

the vestibule L.4600 of Ishtar’s Temple in the Lower City,

18th—17th century BC 218
11.7 Fragment of votive stele with Hadad’s figure (TM.88.5.500),

basalt, from the region of the Temple of Hadad (?),

18th-17th century BC 218
11.8 Fragment of statue of a standing king holding a fenestrated

axe (TM.75.G.728), basalt, 18th—17th century BC 219



11.9

11.10

11.11

11.12

11.13

11.14

11.15

11.16

11.17

11.18

11.19

11.20

11.21

11.22

List of figures xix

Base of a deified royal ancestor’s statue, with roaring lions
(TM.96.P.470a+b), basalt, from the Cisterns Square,
19th—18th century BC

Statue of sitting dignitary holding a curved weapon

to his breast (TM.88.P.627), basalt, from the vestibule
L.4600 of Ishtar’s Temple in the Lower City,

19th-18th century BC

Stamp figurine with the image of the front-facing naked
goddess (TM.88.R.624), clay, from Area R, 16th—15th
century BC

Side of a double cult basin with a lion-man grasping two
lions (TM.65.D.226), limestone, from Ishtar’s Temple on the
Citadel, 19th-18th century BC

Cylinder seal impression with Ishtar’s semeion with two
heads (TM.92.P.800), hematite, from the favissa L.5238 of
Ishtar’s Temple in the Lower City, 19th—18th century BC
Fragment of the upper part of a cult basin, with a part of the
image of the front-facing winged Ishtar (TM.90.P.260a+b),
basalt, from Ishtar’s Temple in the Lower City, 19th—18th
century BC

Lower fragment of cult basin, with figure of a front-facing
naked hierodule (TM.90.P.800), basalt, from Ishtar’s Temple
in the Lower City, 19th—18th century BC

Drawing of a cylinder seal impression on tablet with the
image of Ishtar’s semeion, clay, from Kanish, 20th—19th
century BC

Detail of Immeya’s funerary talisman (TM.78.Q.455),
hippopotamus ivory, from the Tomb of the Lord of the
Goats, 18th century BC

Figurine of offering bearer carrying a gazelle (TM.93.P.340),
hippopotamus ivory, 18th-17th century BC

Impression of a classical Old Syrian cylinder seal, with two
mirror-like king’s figures on both sides of a naked goddess
(989), hematite, 18th century BC

Inlay with the image of an Old Syrian king, wearing the
cloak and tiara, and holding a fenestrated axe (TM.86.P.86),
bone, from throne room L.4038 of the Northern Palace,
18th-17th century BC

Inlay with the goddess Hathor, with the sun-disc between the
horns (TM.88.P.532), hippopotamus ivory, from L.4070 in
the Northern Palace, 18th—17th century BC

Inlays with figures of the god Horus with falcon head
(TM.88.P.536 + 537), hippopotamus ivory, from L.4070 in
the Northern Palace, 18th~17th century BC

220

221

223

224

225

227

228

229

230

232

233

234

236

237



xx List of figures

11.23

11.24

11.25

11.26

11.27

11.28

11.29

11.30

11.31

11.32

11.33
12.1

12.2,
a—d

12.3,
a&b

12.4

12.5

12.6

Inlay with the god Sobek with crocodile head (TM.88.P.538),
hippopotamus ivory, from L.4070 in the Northern Palace,
18th-17th century BC

Fragment of inlay with a pharaonic head, originally wearing
the atef crown (TM.88.P.534), hippopotamus ivory, from
1..4070 in the Northern Palace, 18th-17th century BC
Drawing of the four faces in relief of Ishtar’s Stele
(TM.67.E224 + 85 + 85.G.350), basalt, from Shrine G3,
19th~18th century BC

Register of the back face of Ishtar’s Stele, with a
tetramorphic sphinx, basalt, from Shrine G3,

19th—18th century BC

Storage jar with the impression of prince Maratewari’s
cylinder seal on its shoulder (TM.99.Z2.28/1), from the
Western Residence, 17th century BC

Detail of the impression of prince Maratewari’s seal, with
the head of the goddess Khebat (TM.79.Q.126/1), clay, from
room L.3100 of the Western Palace, 17th century BC

Detail of the cylinder seal impression on a jar shoulder, with
the god Hadad and a high official (TM.78.Q.28/1), clay, from
room L.3005 of the Western Palace, 17th century BC
Cylinder seal with the figures of a high official and
interceding goddess, and its impression (TM.00.Z.200),
hematite, from the Western Residence, 17th century BC
Worshipper’s head (TM.05.HH.350a-+b), limestone,

from the pit F.9302 in Area HH, 20th-19th (?) century BC
Front face of a double cult basin, with scene of officials
embracing each other (TM.72.N.468), limestone, from
Shapash/Shamash’s Temple, 18th century BC

Side of double cult basin with front-facing goddesses
(TM.72.N.468), limestone, 18th century BC

Archaic and classical Old Syrian pottery from the favissae in
Ishtar’s Cult Area in the Lower City, 19th-18th century BC
Archaic Old Syrian female figurines (TM.88.R.82,
TM.88.R.148, TM.88.R.122, TM.88.R.528), clay,

from Area R, 20th—19th century BC

Old Syrian female figurines of the archaic and classical
phases (TM.90.G.1, TM.88.R.157), clay, from Areas G and
R, 19th and 18th—-17th century BC

Fenestrated axe of the so-called “duck-bill” type
(TM..79.Q.343), bronze, from the Tomb of the Lord of the
Goats, 18th century BC

Pair of moulds for “squared” fenestrated axe
(TM..84.G.30a+Db), soft-stone, 18th—17th century BC
Spear-head with hollow shaft (TM.71.M.842), bronze,

from L.1900 of the East-South-East Fortress,

18th—17th century BC

238

239

240

242

244

245

246

246

248

249

250

253

254

255

256

257

258



12.7

12.8

12.9

12.10

12.11

12.12

12.13
12.14

12.15

12.16

12.17

12.18

12.19

12.20

12.21

12.22

12.23,
ad

List of figures xxi

Barrel-shaped, open-work rattle (TM.78.Q.473), bronze,
from the Tomb of the Lord of the Goats, 18th century BC
Forepart of a goat, decorating a throne arm-rest
(TM.78.Q.446), bronze, from the Tomb of the Lord of the
Goats, 18th century BC

Crouching goat, decorating a throne back (TM.78.Q.452),
bronze, from the Tomb of the Lord of the Goats, 18th
century BC

Pendant or earring with granulation in a lozenge motif
(TM.78.Q.366), gold, from the Tomb of the Princess,
19th—18th century BC

Bracelet with “twisted bars” (TM.78.Q.370), gold, from the
Tomb of the Princess, 19th—18th century BC

Fluted melon-shaped beads, with expanded collars
(TM.78.Q.438a+b), gold, from the Tomb of the Lord of the
Goats, 18th century BC

“Pseudo-barrel” beads (TM.78.Q.220 + 410), gold, from the
Tomb of the Lord of the Goats, 18th century BC
Cylindrical beads (TM.78.Q.413), gold, from the Tomb of
the Lord of the Goats, 18th century BC

Round studs, with circles in relief and four holes
(TM.78.Q.411), gold, from the Tomb of the Lord of the Goats,
18th century BC

Disc with a decoration with granulation and cloisonné
(TM.79.Q.200), gold and lapis lazuli, from the Tomb of the
Lord of the Goats, 18th century BC

Pendant in the shape of a small eagle (TM.78.Q.387), gold
and lapis lazuli, from the Tomb of the Lord of the Goats,
18th century BC

Egyptian ceremonial mace with a small cylinder decorated
with a lozenge motif (TM.79.Q.148 + 180), gold, silver,
ivory, and limestone, from the Tomb of the Cisterns, 18th
century BC

Cylinder, possibly belonging to the handle of an Egyptian
ceremonial mace, with a scale motif (TM.78.Q.420), gold,
from the Tomb of the Lord of the Goats, 18th century BC
Necklace with a pendant in the shape of two acorns
(TM.78.Q.407), gold, rock crystal, and translucent
grey-greenish stone, 18th century Bc

Small bottle with cylindrical neck (TM.78.Q.76), sardonyx,
from the Tomb of the Princess, 18th century BC

Round counterweight with two lion figures (TM.79.Q.257),
steatite, from the Tomb of the Lord of the Goats, 18th
century BC

Jugs of the “North Syrian/Cilician Painted Ware”, clay, from
the Tomb of the Princess and the Tomb of the Lord of the
Goats, 19th—18th century BC

259

259

260

261

262

263

264

264

265

266

266

268

269

270

272

273

274



XXil

12.24

13.1

13.2

13.3

13.4

13.5,
a&b
13.6

13.7

14.1

14.2

14.3

14.4

14.5

14.6
14.7

14.8

List of figures

Classical Old Syrian cooking pots and table ware, clay, from
the private houses of Area B East, 17th century BC

Ebla, Area Z, razed remains of reemployments and
refurbishing of private houses in the Lower City West, 17th
century BC

Ebla, Area D, the cella L.202 of Ishtar’s Temple on the
Citadel, with the most recent floor, the offering table, and
two standing stones, 16th—15th century BC

Sealing with the impression of the stamp seal of an official
of the Hittite empire (TM.07.Z.366), clay, from Area Z,
14th—13th century BC

Tell Mardikh, Area E, schematic plan of the Persian
Residence, in the north-cast sector of the top of the
Acropolis, 6th—4th century BC

Figurines of “Persian horse-men” (TM.65.E.153,
TM.71.E.550), clay, from Area E, 5th-4th century BC

Tell Mardikh, Area A, the closure of the Islamic Period
through the Damascus Gate towards the west rampart, from
the west, 9th- 10th century AD

Tell Mardikh, Area A, detail of a slab with Kufic inscription
in praise of Allah, limestone, 9th—10th century AD

Ebla, Royal Palace G, schematic plan of the North-West
Wing and of the West Unit of the Central Complex on the
Acropolis, 24th century BC

Ebla, Royal Palace G, schematic plan of the Administrative
Quarter and of the Court of Audience on the west slope of
the Acropolis, 24th century BC

Ebla, Royal Palace G, schematic plan of the Southern
Quarter with the Hall of Painted Plaster (Area FF), and the
South Unit of the Central Complex on the south slope of the
Acropolis, 24th century BC

Ebla, Royal Palace G, the room of the main Archive L.2769,
with holes for the supports of the wooden shelves, from the
west, 24th century BC

Ebla, Royal Palace G, the room of the Small Archive L.2712,
with the traces of the shelves, from the south-west, 24th
century BC

Ebla, Temple of the Rock (Temple HH), schematic plan of
the mature Early Syrian cult building, 24th century BC

Ebla, Temples HH4 and HHS, schematic plan of the late
Early Syrian cult buildings, 23rd-21st century BC

Ebla, Red Temple (Temple D2), schematic plan of the
mature Early Syrian cult building related to the later

Ishtar’s Temple, 24th century BC

275

278

280

281

284

285

287

288

290

292

293

295

295
298

300

302



14.9

14.10

14.11

14.12
14.13
14.14

14.15,
a&b

14.16

14.17

14.18

14.19

14.20

14.21

1422

14.23

14.24

14.25

14.26

List of figures xxiii

Ebla, Temple D3, schematic plan of the late Early Syrian cult
building related to the later Ishtar’s Temple, 23rd-21st century BC
Ebla, Archaic Palace (Sector P North), schematic plan of
the late Early Syrian building with the archaic Old Syrian
additions, 21st and 20th—19th century BC

Ebla, aerial view of Tell Mardikh, with the line of the outer
fortifications, and the central Acropolis; the north is at the
bottom

Ebla, Northern Fort (Area AA), the structures at the top of
the north-west rampart, from the south, 20th—17th century Bc
Ebla, Damascus Gate, schematic plan of the Old Syrian
monument, 20th—17th century BC

Ebla, Euphrates Gate (Area BB), schematic plan of the

0Old Syrian monument, 20th—-17th century BC

Ebla, Aleppo Gate (Arca DD), the massive semi-circular
tower and the advanced structures from the outside,
schematic plan and view from the west, 20th~17th century BC
Ebla, Western Fort (Area V), schematic plan of the classical
Old Syrian complex, 18th—17th century BC

Ebla, Western Fort (Area V), the rooms in the massive
tower-arsenal of the classical Old Syrian complex, from the
south, 18th-17th century BC

Ebla, Western Fort (Area V), the rooms in the residential
quarter of the classical Old Syrian complex, from the north,
18th—17th century BC

Ebla, Northern Fort (Area AA), schematic plan of the
classical Old Syrian complex, 18th—17th century BC

Ebla, Northern Fort (Area AA), the lower terracing north
wall of the classical Old Syrian complex, from the east,
18th—17th century BC

Ebla, East-South-East Fortress (Area M), schematic plan

of the classical Old Syrian massive tower-arsenal, 18th—17th
century BC

Ebla, East-North-East Fortress (Area EE), human skeletons
of persons killed during the siege in front of the Fortress, on
top of the east rampart, from the north, 17th century BC
Ebla, Ishtar’s Temple on the Citadel (Area D), schematic
plan of the Old Syrian cult building, 20th—17th century BC
Ebla, Ishtar’s Cult Area in the Lower Town (Area P),
schematic plan of the Old Syrian cult complex, 20th-17th
century BC

Ebla, Ishtar’s Temple in the Lower Town (Temple P2),
schematic plan of the archaic and classical Old Syrian
building, 20th—17th century BC

Ebla, Cult Terrace of the Lions (Monument P3), schematic
plan of the classical Old Syrian cult building, 17th century BC

304

305

307

309

311

313

314

316

318

318

320

321

322

323

324

327

328

329



XxXiv

14.27

14.28

14.29

14.30

14.31

14.32

14.33

14.34

14.35

14.36

14.37

14.38

14.39

14.40

14.41
14.42
14.43

14.44

List of figures

Ebla, Shapash/Shamash’s Temple (Temple N), schematic
plan of the Old Syrian cult building, 18th—17th century BC
Ebla, Shapash/Shamash’s Temple (Temple N), the cult basin
and the offering tables in place in the cella L.2500, from the
east, 18th—17th century BC

Ebla, Rashap’s Temple (Temple B), schematic plan of the
Old Syrian cult building, 20th—17th century BC

Ebla, Hadad’s Temple (?) (Temple HH2), schematic plan of
the classical Old Syrian cult building, 18th—17th century BC
Ebla, Sanctuary of the Deified Royal Ancestors (Sanctuary
B2), schematic plan of the Old Syrian cult building,
18th—17th century BC

Ebla, Sanctuary of the Deified Royal Ancestors (Sanctuary
B2), the offering tables in the cella L..2113, from the west,
18th—17th century BC

Ebla, Royal Palace (Area E), schematic plan of the Old
Syrian palace, 20th—17th century BC

Ebla, Western Palace (Area Q), schematic plan of the
classical Old Syrian palace, 18th—17th century BC

Ebla, Western Palace (Area Q), entrance to the North-East
Staircase, from the south-east, 18th—17th century BC

Ebla, Western Palace (Area Q), general view of the Old
Syrian palace after the conservative restoration, from the
north, 18th-17th century BC

Ebla, Southern Palace (Area FF), schematic plan of the Old
Syrian palace, 18th—17th century BC

Ebla, hypogea of the Royal Tombs, schematic plan of the
Tomb of the Princess (L.78A), the Tomb of the Lord of the
Goats (L.78B-C), and the Tomb of the Cisterns (L.79A-B),
19th-17th century BC

Ebla, Tomb of the Princess (Area Q), the faience vase among
jars of the Common Ware in Hypogeum L.78A, 19th—18th
century BC

Ebla, Tomb of the Lord of the Goats (Area Q), the
hippopotamus ivory talisman in Hypogeum L.78C,

18th century BC

Ebla, Northern Palace (Area P), schematic plan of the
classical Old Syrian palace, 18th—~17th century BC

Ebla, Northern Palace (Area P), storage jars in place in the
store-room L.4031, from the south-east, 18th—17th century BC
Ebla, Western Residence (Area Z), schematic plan of the
classical Old Syrian building, 18th—17th century BC

Ebla, private houses quarter in the south-west Lower Town
(Area B East), schematic plan of the classical Old Syrian
dwellings, 18th—17th century BC

332

333
334

335

337

338
339
343

345

346

347

350

351

353
354
355

357

359



