THE RUSSIAN CONQUEST
OF CENTRAL ASITA

A Study in Imperial Expansion, 1814-1914

ALEXANDER MORRISON
New College, Oxford

B3 CAMBRIDGE
@}:f) UNIVERSITY PRESS



CONTENTS

List of Illustrations  page ix

List of Maps  xi

List of Tables  xii

Acknowledgements xiii

Note on Translation, Transliteration and Dates xviii
List of Abbreviations xix

Glossary xxiii

Introduction 1
Russia’s Steppe Frontier and the Napoleonic Generation 52

‘Pray for the Camels’: The Winter Invasion of Khiva,
1839-41 83

“This Particularly Painful Place The Failure of the Syr-Darya Line
as a Frontier, 1841-63 114

From Ayaguz to Almaty: The Conquest and Settlement of
Semirechie, 1843-82 168

The Search for a ‘Natural’ Frontier and the Fall of Tashkent,
1863-5 216

War with Bukhara 1866-8 255
The Fall of Khiva 1872-3 307

‘Those Who Should Be Spared’: The Conquest of Ferghana
1875-6 374



viii

10

CONTENTS

‘The Harder You Hit Them, the Longer They Will Be Quiet
Afterwards’: The Conquest of Transcaspia, 1869-85 409

Aryanism on the Final Frontier of the Russian Empire: The

Exploration and Annexation of the Pamirs, 1881-1905 476

Epilogue: After the Conquest 531

Sources and Bibliography 540
Index 593



Il
12
13

14

1.1
21

22
23
24
2.5

31
32
33
34
4.1
42
43
4.4
5.1
5.2
53

5.4

5.5
6.1

ILLUSTRATIONS

Value of exports through the Orenburg customs, 1859-64.  page 18
Value of imports through the Orenburg customs, 1858-64. 19
Khudoyar Khan'’s sarbaz infantry on parade before the palace gate,
Khoqand. 36

Soldiers Uchaev, Butarev and Kochergin, and NCO Arkhipov of the 1st
Turkestan Sharpshooter Battalion, Private Tiutrin and NCOs Naidin and
Tolstyakov of the 4th Turkestan Line Battalion, awarded the St George’s Cross
for bravery at the Battle of Irjar, 8 May 1866. 40

General Count V. A. Perovskii in the 1850s. 59

Allah Quli Khan of Khiva’s proclamation rallying resistance to the

Russians. 94

Camels carrying packs with rusks and oats. 98

Orenburg Cossacks and line infantry in winter uniform. 100

Cossack light horse artillery. 101

Perovskii, Tsiolkovskii, Col. Kuz'minskii, Orenburg Cossack officer,

N. V. Khanykov, V. I. Dal’. 106

Interior view of Fort Raim by Taras Shevchenko, 1848. 127

Plan of siege and assault on the fortress of Aq Masjid, 5-28 July 1853. 134
View of Aq Masjid after its capture on the 28 July 1853. 135

Syr-Darya Province. Kazalinsk Town. Trading lines (bazaar). 142

Early wooden barracks, Fort Vernoe, Almaty. 181

Gerasim Alexeevich Kolpakovskii. 189

The Pishpek Citadel. 196

Plan of the Battle of Uzun-Agach. 198

Mikhail Grigor’evich Chernyaev. 224

‘Alimqul’s appeal to Jantai Batyr Dadkhwah. 226

Sketch map of the Syr-Darya Valley and the Qara-Tau range by ‘Abd al-Vali
Qarabai-oghli. 228

‘Surrender! - ‘Go to the Devill’ - Vasilii Vereshchagin’s imagined portrayal of
the Iqan Affair. 239

The seal of ‘Alimqul, military leader of Khoqand 1863-5. 246

Amir Sayyid Muzaffar of Bukhara. 262



6.2

6.3
6.4
6.5

6.6

6.7
7.1
7.2
7.3

7.4

7.5
7.6
8.1
8.2
8.3
8.4
8.5
8.6

9.1
9.2
9.3

9.4
9.5
9.6
10.1
10.2
10.3
104

LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS

Konstantin Petrovich von Kaufman, first Governor-General of

Turkestan. 284

The site of the battle of Chupan-Ata. 289

The Bukhara Gate of the city of Samarkand. 294

N. N. Karazin The Entry of Russian Forces into Samarkand on the 8 June
1868. 296

‘At the Fortress Walls — Let Them Enter!” Vasilii Vereschagin’s portrayal of the
1868 siege of Samarkand. 298

‘Abd al-Ghafar Bek, the former ruler of Ura-Tepe. 304

Map of the Khivan invasion routes. 328

Baron Johann Friedrich Gustav Aminov. 333

N. N. Karazin, The Khiva Expedition of 1873. The Crossing of the Dead Sands to
the Wells of Adam-Krylgan by the Turkestan Force. 335

N. N. Karazin, The Crossing of the Amu-Darya by the Turkestan Force,

1873. 339

The route of the Orenburg column from the Emba to Kungrad. 350
Nikolai Nikitich Golovachev. 365

Khudoyar Khan of Khogand. 381

Mikhail Dmitr’evich Skobelev. 383

Nasruddin Bek, eldest son of Khudoyar Khan. 386

The two stormings of Andijan. 392

‘Abdullah Bek’s letter to Skobelev. 402

A modern statue of Qurmanjan Dadkhwah, the ‘Queen of the Alai’, in Central
Bishkek. 404

Nikolai Pavlovich Lomakin. 418

Plan of the engagement with the Turkmen at Qizil-Arvat, 1877. 426
Route of the Akhal-Teke expeditionary force from Chikishlar to Denghil-Tepe,
1879. 441

Alexei Nikolaevich Kuropatkin, 452

Depiction of the martyrdom of Agafon Nikitin. 457

Plan of the Storming of Denghil-Tepe (Gék-Tepe). 459

Bronislav Ludwigovich Grombchevskii. 489

Map of the Pamir military expeditions. 496

Pamirskii Post from the south-west. 504

Andrei Evgen’evich Snesarev with other Turkestani officers, c. 1904, 526



-

O O O NI N U e W

MAPS

Central Asia before the Russian conquest
The northern steppe 86

The Syr-Darya valley 117

Semirechie 171

Tashkent and its environs 218

The Zarafshan valley 259

Khiva and the routes to it 314

The Ferghana valley 377

Transcaspia 414

The Pamirs 484

xi

page xxv



11

1.2

1.3

2.1
3.1
3.2
9.1
10.1

TABLES

Value of exports through the Orenburg customs, 1859-64
(roubles) page 17

Value of imports through the Orenburg customs, 1858-64
(roubles) 19

Sieges and battles in the Russian conquest of Central Asia,
1853-81 31

Supplies for the Khiva expedition 99

Livestock seized on the Siberian frontier, June-July 1840
Garrisons of the Syr-Darya Line, February 1854 138
Daily summer ration for a soldier in Transcaspia, 1879

expedition 500

Xii

120

435
Major items of equipment and supplies for the second Pamir



