
POISONED WELLS

Accusations, Persecution, and 
Minorities in Medieval Europe, 1321-1422

Tzafrir Barzilay

PENN

UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA PRESS

PHILADELPHIA



Contents

Introduction i

Chapter i. Poison in High Medieval Society io

Chapter z. First Wave: The Lepers’ Plot 38

Chapter 3. New Targets: The Implication of Jews and Muslims 71

Chapter 4. Plague, Accusation, and Persecution in Southern Europe 98

Chapter y. Crisis, Political Leverage, and the Jews 127

Chapter 6. Accusations Subside: After the Black Death 164

Conclusion 186

Appendix. Chronicles Discussing the Persecution of Jews During
the Black Death 199

List of Abbreviations Z03

Notes Z05

Bibliography Z63

Index Z89

Acknowledgments 301


