
Transformations of Pelops 
Myths, Monuments, and 
Cult Reconsidered 

András Patay-Horváth 

O Routledge 
¡ \ Taylor Ei Francis Group 

LONDON AND NEW YORK 



Contents 

List of figures ix  
List of maps x i  
Preface x i i i  
Abbreviations xv i i  
Introduction x ix  

P A R T I  

Pelops and His Family I 

1 Childhood and iMarriage 3 
1.1 A Divine Banquet and a Problematic Chariot Race 3 
1.2 Pindar's First Olympian Ode 6 
1.3 Depictions of the Myth 14 
1.4 Localizations 28 
1.5 Parallels 40 
1.6 Rational Explanations 47 

2 Successful Ruler and Miserable Father 62 
2.1 Chrysippos and the Troubled Marriage of 

Pelops and Hippodameia 62 
2.2 The Ruler of the Peloponnese and His Scepter 65 
2.3 The Founding of the Olympic Games 69 
2.4 The Death and the Burial Place of Pelops 70 
2.5 The Descendants of Pelops Between Myth. 

Folktale, and History 73 



\ i i i Contents 

P A R T I I  
The Making of Pelops from Different Perspectives 95 

3 Folklore and Ethnography - Resurrection and the 
Missing Shoulder Blade 97 
3.1 Greek Parallels 97 
3.2 Parallels from All Oxer the World 100 
3.3 The Missing Part 104 
3.4 Tántalos and Pelops Reconsidered 108 

4 Art and Archaeology - Olympia and the Cult of Pelops 116 
4.1 Monuments Related to Pelops and His Myths at Olympia 116 
4.2 The Cult and Cult Place of Pelops at Olympia 118 
4.3 The Establishment of the Cult: The Black Layers 120 
4.4 Evidence for the Early Cult Practice 125 
4.5 Pelops and Hippodameia Reconsidered 136 

5 Linguistics and Geography - The Hero of the Peloponnese 154 
5.1 Ancient and Modern Etymologies of the Name 154 
5.2 Linguistic Problems Related to the Term Peloponnese 157 
5.3 Mythical Figures and Geographical Terms 160 
5.4 Pelops and the Peloponnese Reconsidered 164 

P A R T I M  

Pelops Afterwards 175 

6 Modest Remembering and Occasional Revival 177 
6.1 Pelops and His Family in Literature and Visual Arts 177 
6.2 A Monumental Melodrama Trilogy 181 
6.3 A Trilogy of Novels from the 21st Century 186 

7 Popularity due to an Ancient Mistake 
7.1 A Short History of Research 193 
7.2 An Old Suggestion Revisited 197 
7.3 A New Suggestion: Achilles instead of Pelops 199 
7.4 The Historical Context 201 

Conclusion 
Guide to Further Reading 211 

Appendix: Selected Sources on Pelops and His Descendants 
References 
Indices 

193 

208 

215 
257 
273 


