Philanthropic Foundations at the

League of Nations
An Americanized League?

Ludovic Tournes
Translated by Arby Gharibian

% Routledge

Taylor & Francis Group
LONDON AND NEW YORK



Contents

List of Abbreviations vii

Introduction: Rethinking the Relations between the

United States and the League of Nations 1
State of the Art of Research 2

The Argument of This Book 4

The Book’s Structure 8

1 The United States at the Heart of the League System? 20
The Laborious Beginnings of the LoN 21
The Growth of the Technical Sections 23
The Strategy of the Secretariat 23
The Forms of US Rapprochement 26
Participation in Commissions 30
US Membership in the International Labour Organization 39
The Permanent Court of International Justice 46
Conclusion 50

2 A World Ruled by Science: Philanthropic Universalism 57
The Philanthropic Project 58
Shaping the LoN to Enable US Membership 63
Lobbying 70
Philanthropic Funding of the LoN 73
Conclusion 78

3 A Global Health Policy: The Health Organization 85
The LoN in the RF’s Global Medical Project 86
The Epidemiological Intelligence Service 91
Study Tours by Health Experts 97
The Limits of International Cooperation 104
Conclusion 107



vi

4

Contents

The International Commission on Intellectual
Cooperation and New International Power Relations

The New International Scientific Configuration after 1918 114
US Representation at the ICIC 118

The Marginalization of the ICIC 123

The Crisis of Intellectual Cooperation and the Rise of the US 128
Conclusion 133

From Intellectual Cooperation to Economic Expertise
The Economic and Financial Organization 140

Analysis of the World Economy 140

The Coordination of Research 144

Projects Funded by the RF 147
The International Studies Conference 150

The Assumption of Control by Foundations 150

National Committees and Fellows 154

From Collective Security to International Trade 159
Conclusion 165

From Geneva to Princeton: The Dismantling and the
Legacy
The Bruce Reform and the Move 172
The Bruce Reform 172 ‘ :
The EFTD’s Move to the US 176
The LoN’s Other Services 178
The Coproduction of the New International Order 182
Integration within Networks of Economic Experts 182
Relief and Rehabilitation 186
The Global Economy, between Liberalization and Regulation - 188
The Well-Being of Populations 191 ‘
Conclusion 195

Conclusion

Archival Sources
Index

113

139

171

201

207
209



