
Phoenicians
among Others

Why Migrants Mattered in the
Ancient Mediterranean

DENISE DEMETRIOU

OXFORD
UNIVERSITY PRESS



Contents

List of Illustrations ix

Acknowledgments xi

List of Abbreviations xvii

introduction: Why Phoenician Migrants Matter i

1. The Adaptive Repertoires of Immigrants 15

2. Phoenician Trade Associations 50

3. Managing Migration 70

4. Honors, Privileges, and Greek Migration Regimes 92

5. Phoenicians beyond Greek Communities 120

Conclusion 157

Bibliography 161

Index 193



Illustrations

Maps

1. The Mediterranean xxi
2. The Levant xxii
3. The Aegean xxiii
4. The central Mediterranean xxiv

Figures

1.1. Grave Stele of Shem------/Antipatros from Ashkelon, c. 300 BCE
(/GII2 8388) 16

1.2. Tombstone of Benhodesh/Noumenios the Kitian, 350-300 BCE 26
1.3. Tombstone of Abtanit/Artemidoros from Sidon, c. 400 BCE 32
1.4. Close-up of the relief and epigram of Shem----- /Antipatros’

tombstone with the relief and epigram (IG II2 8388) 35
1.5. Marble stele of Abdeshmoun, early fourth century BCE 39
1.6. Tombstone of Eirene from Byzantion, early fourth century BCE 40
1.7. Painted funerary stele of Mettounmikim of Ashkelon from

Demetrias, third century bce 41
2.1. Stele with the Kitian traders’ request for the right to own property,

333/332 bce {IGII31 337) 51
2.2. Plan of the building of the Berytian association of traders, shippers,

and warehouse workers (the Poseidoniastai) on Delos 64
3.1. Bilingual dedication by the Sidonian royal family on Kos, late fourth

century bce (/GXII.4 2 546 = KAI292) 74
3.2. Bilingual dedication in the Sanctuary of Apollo on Delos by the

Tyrian hieronautai, 340S-330S bce U.Délos 50 = CIS 1114) 78



X List of Illustrations

3.3. A Sidonian koinon honoring one of its members in Athens, late 
fourth / early third century bce (IG II2 2946 = KAI 60) 84

4.1. Stele recording the honors and privileges granted to Herakleides
over the period of 330-325 BCE (IGII31 367) 93

4.2. Attic stele honoring King Abdashtart of Sidon, c. 360s BCE
(IGlKijf 109

5.1. Dedicatory stele by Paalashtart with a Phoenician and
hieroglyphic inscription, second or first century bce 121

5.2. Dedication to Tanit and Baal Hammon by a descendant of a
Tyrian immigrant in Carthage, fourth-second centuries bce 131

5-3a-b. Bronze statuette of Harpokrates with a Phoenician inscription 
(KAI 52) 138

5-4a-b. Bronze statuette of Harpokrates with a Phoenician inscription 
and hieroglyphic inscription 139

5-5a-b. One of the twin monuments from Malta dedicated by two 
Tyrian brothers, second century bce (IG XIV 600 
= KAI 47 = CIS I i22bis) 149

5.6. The second of the twin monuments from Malta dedicated by 
two Tyrian brothers, second century bce (IG XIV 600 = KAI
47 = CIS I i22bis) 150

5.7. Bronze altar base with a trilingual inscription in Latin, Greek, 
and Punic, from Sardinia, first century BCE (CIL 10 7856 = IG
XIV 608= KAI 66) 152

5.8a-b. Ivory hospitality token between a Phoenician and a Greek from 
Lilybaion, second or first century bce (/G’XIV 279) 154


