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northeast, April 17,1927. HU—MFA A4643 NS; Mohammedani Ibrahim.
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2i Looking Back and Taking Stock (1932-37)

21.1 Mastaba G 2220 BI, female mummy in situ in large wood coffin (wrappings 
33-4-22; coffin 33-4-21 = MFA 33.1016), looking south,January 19,1933. 
HU-MFA A7041 NS; Dahi Ahmed.
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Private collection.
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23.1 George Reisner and Abe Schechter of NBC rehearse with the men making 
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broadcast, February 6,1938. HU-MFA A7920 NS; Mohammedani Ibrahim.

23.2 The HU-MFA Expedition staff pose with Reisner and MFA director Harold 
Edgell at Harvard Camp, looking east, February 24,1938. Reis Mohamed Said 
stands immediately to Reisner’s right; Mahmud Said is third to Reisner’s right 
(holding camera). Reisner holds little Saad’s hand, the son of Mohamed Said. 
HU-MFA A7924PA NS; Mohammedani Ibrahim.
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23.3 Informal Harvard Camp photos. Above: from left to right, Frank Allen, George 
Reisner, Nicholas Melnikoff, Hansmartin Handrick (seated), and Mahmud 
Said examining records. Below: The Reisner family on the veranda. Both 
December 1939 (HU-MFA B9021 NS and B9023 NS; Mohammedani 
Ibrahim, rephotographs from Al-Mussawar Arabic magazine, no. 740, 
December 16, 1938). See also plate ióf (B9022 NS).
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Smith’s paintings, looking southeast, April 18,1939. HU-MFA A8215 NS; 
Mohammedani Ibrahim.

23.5 A blind George Reisner tests the restoration of the Menkaure pair statue’s 
beard at the MFA in Boston; from the Boston Sunday Globe,June 11,1939.

23.6 Class of 1889 classmates J. P. Morgan Jr. and George Reisner reacquaint 
themselves at their Harvard fiftieth Commencement, June 22,1939. Private 
collection.

23.7 The honorary degree recipients at Harvard’s Commencement,June 22,1939. 
Private collection.

24 Finale (1939-42)

24.1 Small work crews near mastaba G 2438, looking south,January 31,1940. HU- 
MFA A8329 NS; Mohammedani Ibrahim.

24.2 HU-MFA Expedition Arabic Diary for May 29,1940, book 39, p. 2451, 
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view of room a for Dorothy Ginger and Evelyn Perkins; note the bed, chair, 
and chamber pot, looking west. HU-MFA C13145-01 OS.

25 Endgame: Transforming The HU-MFA 
Expedition (1942-47)

25.1 The Reisner gravestone, February 18, 2017. DSC_6268; Marleen De Meyer.

26 Epilogue: Revered or Reviled? Reisner and 
his Archaeological Impact

26.1 Image from a story on Reisner in the el-Ethnain, September 11, 1939.The 
Arabic caption reads: “The pyramid never leaves his sight. Dr. Reisner spends 
the best of his spare time in the company of his Arab and Upper Egyptian 
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associates, or in contemplation of the immortal pyramids of Giza facing his 
simple hut. Here he stands in the burning desert sun, his eyes gazing up at the 
Great Pyramid with its image in the desert mirrored by his glasses” (translation 
by Wendy Doyon).

26.2 Indiana Bell telephone company advertisement using Reisner; from The 
Evening Republican, Columbus, Indiana, March 9,1965.

26.3 Dows Dunham watches the sixteen-ton Aspelta sarcophagus negotiate the 
MFA’s front entrance, February 28,1974; MFA DE.

26.4 The brothers Mohamed Said (left) and Mahmud Said, March 1937, 
HUA GAR.
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Giza, November $, 1938. Mary Reisner; MFA DE.
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MFA 21.326. SC239458; MFA.

b. Selection of pottery from Kerma, MFA 13.4101, 20.2006,13.4076,13-12-
936, 13.4105,16-4-1523,20.1714,14-2-714. E7566CR-di; MFA.

c. First Intermediate Period stela of Meniti from Mesheikh tomb 2108, 
MFA 12.1480. SC121464; MFA.

d. Middle Kingdom granodiorite statue of the lady Sennuwy from Kerma 
tumulus K III, MFA 14.720. SC39938; MFA.

Plate 7 a. Flotilla of Middle Kingdom wooden model boats from tomb 10A of 
Djehuty-nakht at Deir el-Bersha, MFA 2i.4o6a-b, 21.407, 21.417, 21.483,
21.494,21.822,21.824-5, 21.827-30,21.872, 21.877, 21.879-80, 21.890. 
SC214715; MFA.

b. Interior decoration on Middle Kingdom coffin from tomb 10A of 
Djehuty-nakht at Deir el-Bersha, MFA 20.1822, SC206129; MFA. 

Plate 8 a. Aerial drone view of Gebel Barkal, looking due east, March 25, 2018. 
DJI_oo6o; Katherine Rose.

b.Temple B 500 at Gebel Barkal, looking northwest, December 23, 2020. 
Sami el-Amin.

Plate 9 a. New Kingdom granite stela ofThutmose III from Gebel Barkal, temple 
B 500, MFA 23.733. CR7055; MFA.

b. First-century bce granite gneiss stela ofTanyidamani from Gebel Barkal 
temple,B 551, MFA 23.736. Eui4iCR-di;MFA.

Plate 10 a. Aerial drone view of Nuri with pyramids labeled, March 21,2018. 
Katherine Rose.

b. Cylinder sheaths from Nuri, Pyramid 8 of Aspelta, MFA 21.11731,
21.11732,21.11734. CR93i8-di; MFA.

c. Gold winged Isis pectoral from Nuri, Pyramid 10 of Amani-natake-lebte, 
MFA 20.276. SC286248; MFA.

d. Seventh-century bce ritual objects, from Nuri, Pyramid 8 of Aspelta, 
MFA 20.334,20.341-342, 20.1070,21.339a—b, 29-340, 24.901. 
SC245324; MFA.

e. Detail of alabastron from Nuri, Pyramid 8 of Aspelta, MFA 20.1070. 
SC296773; MFA.

Plate ii a. Selection of shawabtis from Nuri, Pyramid 1 ofTaharqa, MFA 21.3048 
and other numbers. CR6726-di; MFA.

b. Fifth-century bce Sotades rhyton from Meroe, South Cemetery Pyramid 
24, MFA 21.2286. SC157015; MFA.

c. Granite gneiss sarcophagus from Nuri, Pyramid 8 of Aspelta; MFA
23.729. SC80; MFA.

d. Gold and rock-crystal Hathor-headed pendant from el-Kurru, Ku 55 
(unknown queen of King Piankhy), MFA 21.321. SC285927; MFA.

e. Aerial drone view of el-Kurru, looking east, February 5,2018. DJI_oo4O; 
Katherine Rose.



LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS xxiii

Plate 12 a. Painted burial chamber ofTanwetamani at el-Kurru, Pyramid Ku 16, 
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