
PROCEEDINGS OF THE BRITISH ACADEMY • 244

TOWNS ON THE EDGE IN 
MEDIEVAL EUROPE

THE SOCIAL AND POLITICAL
ORDER OF PERIPHERAL URBAN 

COMMUNITIES FROM THE TWELFTH 
TO SIXTEENTH CENTURIES

Edited by 
MATTHEW FRANK STEVENS AND 

ROMAN CZAJA

Published for THE BRITISH ACADEMY 
by OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS



Contents

1

List of Figures vii
List of Tables ix
List of Abbreviations X
Notes on Contributors xv i
A cknowledgements XX
A Note on Place Names xxii
Figures XXV

1 Introduction
ROMAN CZAJA AND MATTHEW FRANK STEVENS

Part 1: The Formation of the Community 19

2 The Place of Native Populations in the Chartered Towns of Conquered
Regions: Wales and Prussia as a Comparative Case Study 21
ROMAN CZAJA AND MATTHEW FRANK STEVENS

3 Trishtowns’ and ‘Welsh Streets’: Ethnic Enclaves Within the Towns of 
Colonial Ireland and Wales in a Northern-European Colonial Context 46 
SPARKY BOOKER AND MATTHEW FRANK STEVENS

4 Women in the Small-Town Economy of Medieval Wales and Prussia 73 
ALEKSANDRA GIRSZTOWT AND DEBORAH YOUNGS

Part II: The Normalisation of Social Life and Social Disciplining 91

5 Urban Legislation as an Instrument for the Formation and Regulation
of Socio-Economic Life in 14th-Century Prussian and Irish Towns 93
ANNA MALESZKA AND JULIA MOZDZEN

6 The Participation of Craftsmen in Municipal Governance
in Late Medieval Marienburg and Stockholm 120
ALEKSANDRA GIRSZTOWT AND PIOTR KOLODZIEJCZAK



VI Contents

7 Shaping the Public Space of Danzig and Dublin, 14th—16th
Centuries: Tensions Between the Common Good and Private Use 142
ZOF1A MACIAKOWSKA AND ANNA MALESZKA

Part III: Peace Making and Peace Keeping 163

8 Military Affairs and Community in Prussian, Livonian
and Irish Towns, 13th—16th Centuries 165
JUHAN KREEM, KRZYSZTOF KWIATKOWSKI AND ANNA MALESZKA

9 Quarters and Quartermasters in Franconian and Prussian Towns,
14th—16th Centuries: The Common People and Their Participation 
in Urban Governance 190
ROMAN CZAJA AND HELMUT FLACHENECKER

10 Maintaining a ‘Special Relationship’? Petitions to the Crown
from Irish and Welsh Towns, 13th—16th Centuries 208
ANNA MALESZKA AND MATTHEW FRANK STEVENS

11 Conclusion 236
ROMAN CZAJA AND MATTHEW FRANK STEVENS

Index 240



List of Figures

1 The urban network in Prussia in the 15th century. Source:
M. Biskup and R. Czaja (eds), Panstwo zakonu krzyzackiego 
w Prusach. Wtadza i spoleczenstwo (Warszawa, PWN, 2008), 
p. 187, drawn by Krystian Chyrkowski

2 The urban network in medieval Wales. Source: based
on M. F. Stevens, The Economy of Medieval Wales, 1067-1536 
(Cardiff, University of Wales Press, 2019), p. 13, ‘Map 3. 
The towns of fourteenth-century Wales’

3 Partial urban network in medieval Ireland. Source: based on
P. Crooks, ‘“Hobbes”, “dogs” and politics in the Ireland 
of Lionel of Antwerp, c. 1361-6: the Denis Bethell Prize 
essay 2005’, The Haskins Society Journal: Studies in Medieval 
History, xvi (2005), 117-48 at 130, ‘fig. 2. Ireland 1361-6’

4 The urban network in Livonia in the 16th century. Source: 
based on R. Czaja and A. Radziminski (eds), The Teutonic 
Order in Prussia and Livonia: The Political and Ecclesiastical 
Structures, 13th-16th c. (Torun, TNT and Böhlau Verlag, 2015), 
insert, ‘Map. Church divisions of Livonia in the 13th—16th c.’, 
drawn by Krystian Chyrkowski

5 Medieval Ruthin. Source: based on M. F. Stevens,
Orban Assimilation in Post-Conquest Wales: Ethnicity,
Gender and Economy in Ruthin, 1282-1384 (Cardiff,
University of Wales Press, 2010), p. 10, ‘Map 2. Medieval Ruthin’; 
D. G. Evans, ‘The medieval defences of Rhuthun’, 
Clwyd Historian, 64 (2011), 34- 41 at 36

6 Caernarfon in 1611. Source: as published by John Speed 
in 1611, detail from the county map of Caernarfon. 
Reproduced under license of the National Library of 
Wales, Aberystwyth

7 Dublin c. 1300. Source: H. B. Clarke, Dublin, part I, to 1610, 
Irish Historic Towns Atlas, no. 11 (Dublin, 2000). Reproduced 
courtesy of the Royal Irish Academy, Dublin

8 Dublin in 1610. Source: as published by John Speed in 1610. 
Reproduced courtesy of the Royal Irish Academy, Dublin

9 Danzig, the view of Dlugi Targ, by Ä. Dickmann, 1617. 
Source: The collection of the Gdansk Museum

10 Danzig, the view of Dluga Street, by Ä. Dickmann, 1617. 
Source: The collection of the Gdansk Museum

xxv

xxvi

xxvii

xxviii

xxix

xxix

XXX

xxxi

xxxii

xxxii



viii List of Figures

11 Medieval Danzig. Source: based on R. Czaja and
A. Radziminski (eds), The Teutonic Order in Prussia 
and Livonia: The Political and Ecclesiastical Structures, 
13th--16th c. (Torun, TNT and Böhlau Verlag, 2015), p. 86, 
‘Fig. 20. Medieval Danzig (Gdansk) town map’

12 Medieval Reval. Source: based on R. Czaja and
A. Radziminski (eds), The Teutonic Order in Prussia and 
Livonia: The Political and Ecclesiastical Structures, 
13th-16th c. (Torun, TNT and Böhlau Verlag, 2015), p. 236, 
‘Fig. 47. Medieval Reval (Tallinn) town plan 
(layout by A. M. Noryskiewicz)’

13 Medieval Elbing. Source: based on R. Czaja and
A. Radziminski (eds), The Teutonic Order in Prussia 
and Livonia: The Political and Ecclesiastical Structures, 
13thl6th c. (Torun, TNT and Böhlau Verlag, 2015),
p. 83, ‘Fig. 18. Medieval Elbing (Elblag) town map’

14 Medieval Thom. Source: based on R. Czaja and
A. Radziminski (eds), The Teutonic Order in Prussia 
and Livonia: The Political and Ecclesiastical Structures, 
13th-16th c. (Toruh, TNT and Böhlau Verlag, 2015), p. 81, 
‘Fig. 16. Medieval Thom (Torun) town map’

15 Medieval Königsberg. Source: based on R. Czaja
and A. Radziminski (eds), The Teutonic Order in Prussia 
and Livonia: the Political and Ecclesiastical Structures 
13th l6th c. (Torun, TNT and Böhlau Verlag, 2015), p. 83, 
‘Fig. 19. Medieval Königsberg (Kaliningrad) town map’

XXXlll

xxx iv

xxxv

XXXV1

xxx vii



L>
J

List of Tables

0.1 Place names of Prussia and Livonia in their historic
and modern forms xxiii

.1 Irishtowns: location and attestation 54

.2 Welsh Street and the transpontine neighbourhood at Ruthin 63


