
Contents

Acknowledgments 7

Figures 13

1 Researching Christianity at work 17
1.1 The study of Christians at work: Research question and objec

tives 18
1.2 Target discourses: management studies and theology 23
1.3 Empirical data and method 29
1.4 Research approach: Christian embodiment 35
1.5 Structure: Approaching the Christian body at work 42

2 Introducing contemporary research on faith, spirituality, and
religion in work contexts 47
2.1 Fsw in theoretical contexts 48

2.1.1 Naming of the field and key issues raised 48
2.1.2 Fsw in academic disciplines and discourses 50
2.1.3 Fsw and influential thinkers 52
2.1.4 Methodological contexts of fsw 54

2.2 Definitions of fsw 56
2.2.1 Definitions in empirically oriented fsw research 57
2.2.2 Criticism of the definition project 60
2.2.3 The ‘conceptual convergence’ approach 62
2.2.4 Spirituality, religion, or faith at work? 66
2.2.5 Current state of fsw definitions and the study of Chris

tians at work 70

3 Theoretical contours of contemporary fsw research 75
3.1 Theorizing spiritual practice in work contexts 75

3.1.1 Spiritual practices and workplace spirituality 76
3.1.2 Work as spiritual practice 78

3.2 Fsw levels of analysis 80
3.2.1 Organizational-level fsw 80
3.2.2 Individual fsw 82
3.2.3 Interrelationship between the individual, organizational,

and extra-organizational levels 88
3.3 Fsw and selected work-related concepts 90

http://d-nb.info/1225419980


10 Contents

3.3.1 Fsw and leadership 91
3.3.2 Fsw and management/management education 93
3.3.3 Fsw and entrepreneur ship 98

3.4 Assessing fsw 101
3.4.1 Outcomes of fsw 101
3.4.2 Justification, ethics, and critique of fsw 107

3.5 Conclusions and outlook 113
3.5.1 The terms faith, spirituality, and religion in fsw theory 115
3.5.2 Work-related concepts in fsw theory 116
3.5.3 Fsw theory and the study of Christians at work 119

4 Fsw research and the study of Christians at work 121
4.1 Fsw and tradition 122

4.1.1 The contested role of tradition in fsw research 123
4.1.2 How traditions influence fsw research 130
4.1.3 How traditions are studied in fsw 133
4.1.4 Christian tradition(s) at work 135

4.2 The relationship between Christians and tradition 143
4.2.1 The Christian location of individuals 143
4.2.2 Tradition in Christian perspective 148

4.3 Christian spirituality at work 159
4.3.1 Vivian Ligo’s Christian spirituality of work 160
4.3.2 Andre Delbecq on the Christian manager’s spiritual

journey 164
4.3.3 Inese Radzins on the spiritual nature of work in the

thinking of Simone Weil 169
4.3.4 Christopher Mabey on ‘Jesus-centered ethical leadership’ 171
4.3.5 Synthesis: Embodied Christian spirituality at work 172

4.4 Conclusion 173

5 Theology and the study of Christians at work 177
5.1 The question of a theological neglect of contemporary work

contexts 179
5.2 Theological ‘entry concepts’ to the workplace 185
5.3 Theological ethical approaches to the workplace 190

5.3.1 Friedrich Wilhelm Graf on the role of Christianity in the
process of globalization 191

5.3.2 Martin Honecker on being a Christian at work 193
5.3.3 Traugott Jahnichen on Protestant economic ethics 196



Contents 11

5.3.4 Nils Ole Oermann’s Protestant approach to economic
and business ethics 198

5.3.5 Arthur Rich’s economic ethics from a theological per
spective 203

5.3.6 Theological ethics and the study of Christians at work 205
5.4 Theologies of work, business, and the corporation 215

5.4.1 Jeremy Posadas on a critical Christian theology of work 215
5.4.2 Denise Daniels on the theology of business, manage

ment, and work 220
5.4.3 Michael Black on practical corporate theology and on

the theology of the corporation 226
5.5 Theology and the study of Christians at work 232

6 The formation of the Christian body at work 241
6.1 Framing Christian existence at work 242

6.1.1 Mapping the framing practices of Christian managers in
Switzerland 242

6.1.2 Pierre Bourdieu’s habitus and the existential meaning of
the label ‘Christian’ 255

6.2 Embodying Christian existence at work 268
6.2.1 Distancing, connecting, and investing 269
6.2.2 Viktor Frankl’s meaning in life and the Christian body at

work 285

7 Conclusion 293
7.1 Recapitulation 293
7.2 The basic category of ‘Christians’ 297
7.3 Terminological-conceptual orientations 305

7.3.1 Faith and spirituality 305
7.3.2 Religion 307
7.3.3 Ethics and morality 312
7.3.4 Tradition 314

Works consulted 317

Appendix: Themes in fsw overview articles 375


