URNES STAVE

CHURCH

AND ITS
GLOBAL ROMANESQUE
CONNECTIONS

Fdited by
Kirk Ambrose, Margrete Syrstad Andas, and Griffin Murray

BREPOLS



Contents

Acknowledgments 7

Contributors and Editors 8

Introduction 10

Kirk Ambrose, Margrete Syrstad Andas, and Griffin Murray

List of lllustrations 22

The Plates 27

Part One  SITUATING URNES

CHAPTER 1  Uprnes Stave Church: A Monument Frozen in Time? 114
@ystein Ekroll

CHAPTER 2 Urnes: Some Current Research Issues 142
Leif Anker

CHAPTER 3 The Landscape of Urnes: Settlement, Communication, and 179
Resources in the Viking and Early Middle Ages
Birgit Maixner

Part Two  THE ELEVENTH-CENTURY CHURCH

CHAPTER 4 The Decoration of Buildings in the North in the Late Viking Age: 196

A Tale of Bilingualism, Code-Switching, and Diversity?
Margrete Syrstad Andas




CHAPTER 4A Appendix: Alphabetical List of Fragments from Eleventh—Century 229
Decorated Buildings in the North
Margrete Syrstad Andas

CHAPTER 5  The European Signiﬁcance of Urnes: An Insular Perspective 274
on Urnes and the Urnes Style
Griffin Murray

CHAPTER 6 “Who is this King of Glory?”: The Religious and 304
Political Context of the Urnes Portal and West Gable
Margrete Syrstad Andas

Part 3: The Twelfth-Century Church

CHAPTER 7 Soft Architecture: Textiles in the Urnes Stave Church 332
Ingrid Lunnan Ngdseth

CHAPTER 8 Trueing the Capitals at Urnes 356
Kirk Ambrose

CHAPTER 9 Norse Encounters with the Mediterranean and 374
Near Eastern Worlds in the Capitals of Urnes
Kjartan Hauglid

CHAPTER 10 Plants, Beasts, and a Barefoot Cleric 308
Elizabeth den Hartog

CHAPTER T Monstrosity, Transformation and Conversion: 419
The Program of the Urnes Capitals in Its European Context
Thomas E. A. Dale

Bibliography 448

Index 474



URNES STAVE CHURCH AND ITS GLOBAL ROMANESQUE CONNECTIONS

List of Illustrations

PLATES

All plates are by Kjartan Hauglid unless indicated otherwise.

THE REUSED MATERIALS FROM THE 1070s

Plate 1 Reused materials on the north exterior wall
of the nave and chancel. Photo: Leif Anker
© Riksantikvaren, Directorate for Cultural
Heritage, Norway

Plate 2 Portal and two decorated wall planks

Plate 3 Portal

Plate 4 Detail of portal, upper center

Plate 5 Detail of portal, upper center. Photo: Leif Anker,
© Riksantikvaren, Directorate for Cultural
Heritage, Norway

Plate 6 Detail of portal, oblique view of upper center.
Photo: Leif Anker, © Riksantikvaren, Directorate
for Cultural Heritage, Norway

Plate 7 Detail of portal, upper right

Plate 8 Detail of portal left jamb. Photo and © Leif Anker.

Plate 9 Detail of relief carving on wall plank, north wall
exterior. Photo and © Leif Anker,

Plate o  Corner post on north wall exterior. Photo: Birger
Lindstad, © Riksantikvaren.

Plate 11 East gable. Photo: Birger Linstad and Joppe
Christensen in cooperation with Knud J. Krogh,
© Riksantikvaren, Directorate for Cultural
Heritage, Norway

Plate 12 West gable

EXTERIOR

Plate 13  Exterior view from west

Plate 14  Exterior view from southwest

Plate 15  Exterior view from southeast

Plate 16  Exterior view from northeast. Photo and © by
Thomas E.A. Dale

Plate 17  Exterior view from northwest. Photo and © by

Thomas E.A. Dale

22

Plate 1§  Detail of roof and openings

Plate iy Column base, north exterior wall
Plate 20  Grave slab with cross

PENTICE

Plate 21  Pentice from northwest

Plate 22 Pentice from southwest

Plate 23  Pentice detail

Plate 24  Detail of pentice base

Plate 25  Detail of pentice capital

Plate 26  Detail of pentice capital

Plate 27  Detail of pentice capital

Plate 28  Detail of Pentice capital

Plate 29  West portal

INTERIOR

Plate 30  Interior from west

Plate 31 Interior from southwest corner

Plate 32  Interior from east

Plate 33  Chancel from west

Plate 34  North arcade of nave

Plate 35 Nave from east

Plate 36  Nave arcade. Inserted arches with added moldings
Plate 37 Nave, port holes / light openings
CAPITALS

Plate 38  Schematic plan of capitals

Plate39 Cap.IN Winged dragon (damaged)
Plate4o0 Cap.1S Winged dragon (damaged)
Plate 4t Cap. 1IW Winged dragon (damaged)
Plate 42 Cap.2N Lion biting tail

Plate 43 Cap.2E Lion with knotted tongue
Plate 44 Cap.2S Aquiline Bird

Plate4s Cap.3E Man on horseback holding spear
Plate 46 Cap.3S Stag pierced by spear, dog
Plate47 Cap.3N Camel (slightly damaged)
Plate 48 Cap.4E Vegetal tendrils

Plate 49 Cap.4S Vegetal tendrils



Plate 50
Plate 51

Plate 52
Plate 53
Plate 54
Plate 55
Plate 56
Plate 57
Plate 58
Plate 59
Plate 60
Plate 61
Plate 62
Plate 63
Plate 64
Plate 65
Plate 66
Plate 67
Plate 68

Plate 69
Plate 70
Plate 71
Plate 72
Plate 73
Plate 74
Plate 75
Plate 76
Plate 77
Plate 78
Plate 79
Plate 80
Plate 81
Plate 82
Plate 83
Plate 84
Plate 85
Plate 86

Plate 87
Plate 88
Plate 89
Plate 90
Plate 91
Plate 92
Plate 93
Plate 94
Plate 95

Cap.
Cap.

lion,

sN  Uncarved
5E  Currently obscured. Winged
Drawing by Edda Distler. From Distler,

Stavkirkernes billedsprog.

Cap.
Cap.
Cap.

Cap.
Cap.
Cap.
Cap.
Cap.
Cap.
Cap.
Cap.
Cap.
Cap.
Cap.
Cap.
Cap.
Cap.

5S  Contorted lion

5W Two-headed lion

6E  Contorted lion

6S  Aquiline Bird

6W Lion

7E  Winged dragon

7S Winged dragon

7W  Winged dragon

8E  Lion with knotted tongue

8S Lion with aquiline head

8W Lion

9S  Mask spewing vegetal tendrils

9W Mask spewing vegetal tendrils

TON Lion

108 Lion spewing a winged dragon

10W Feet and tail of a lion, dragon or bird
1IN Aquiline bird with human leg dangling

from beak

Cap.
Cap.
Cap.
Cap.
Cap.
Cap.
Cap.
Cap.
Cap.
Cap.
Cap.
Cap.
Cap.
Cap.
Cap.
Cap.
Cap.
Cap.

1IW Two addorsed aquiline birds
11S Lion

12E Lion

128 Lion biting own neck

12W Lion biting own neck

13N Mask spewing vegetal tendrils
13W Mask spewing vegetal tendrils
14N Hybrid creature holding ax
14E Two beard-pullers

14W Lion

15N Man wrestling lion

15E  Addorsedlions

15W Lion and vegetal tendril hybrid
16N Contorted lion

16E Contorted lion

16W Contorted lion

17N Cleric holding crosier

17E Currently obscured.

Acrobat with swords, drawing by Edda Distler.
From Distler, Stavkirkernes billedsprog.

Cap.
Cap.
Cap.
Cap.

Cap.
Cap.
Cap.
Cap.
Cap.

17W Centaur holding sword and shield
18N Vegetal tendrils

18E Vegetal tendrils (damaged)

19N Lion with extended neck (damaged)
19S Lion (?) (damaged)

19W Uncarved

20N Winged dragon (damaged)

20S Winged dragon (damaged)

20W Winged dragon (damaged)

LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS

ABATEMENTS

Plate 96  Abatement I
Plate 97  Abatement II
Plate 98  Abatement III
Plate 99  Abatement IV
Plate 100 Abatement V
Plate o1 Abatement VI
Plate 102 Abatement VII
Plate 103 Abatement VIIT
Plate 104 Abatement IX
Plate 105 Abatement X

FURNISHINGS

Plate 106 Crucifixion group

Plate To07 Crucifixion group, detail of Christ

Plate 108 Crucifixion group, detail of Mary

Plate 109 Crucifixion group, detail of John

Plate 170 Candle holder in form of ship. Photo: Jiri Havran,
© Fortidsminneforeningen

Plate 111 Limoges candle holders. Photo: Jiri Havran,
© Fortidsminneforeningen

Plate 112 Medieval chair

Plate 113 Baptismal font cover

POST MEDIEVAL CHANCEL AND
FURNISHINGS

Plate 114 The altar retable of 1699, donated by the minister
Jens Orbech and his fiancée

Plate 115 Painting of the apostles from 1607 on the chancel
walls

Plate 116 Roof of chancel. Detail

Plate 117 1697 pulpit

Plate 118 Post-medieval private pew

Plate 119 Post-medieval door in the nave

Plate 120 Post-medieval baptismal font enclosure

Plate 121 The Catechism retable, dated 1610

Plate 122 The brass baptismal dish, donated in 1640

Plate 123 Altar. Presumably rebuilt ¢.1600 reusing the
medieval altar stones

Plate 124 The Heavenly Jerusalem, painting, donated 1663

Plate 125 Christ’s Way to Golgotha, painting, donated 1678

Plate 126 The Crucifixion, painting, donated 1688

23




CHAPTER FIGURES

INTRODUCTION

Fig. L.1.
Fig. I.2.
Fig.L.3.

Fig.L.4.
Fig. L.5.

Map of Scandinavia, with medieval bishoprics
and Danish sites

Map of the Sogneljord, showing Urnes and other
church sites

Urnes stave church in the landscape

Hopperstad (Norway) church

Kaupanger (Norway) church

CHAPTER ONE

Fig. 1.1.  Plan of Urnes church, 1836, drawing by
E Schiertz
Fig.1.2.  Urnes church, north side, 1836, drawing by
F. Schiertz
Fig. 1.3.  Urnes church, section and interior toward the
east, 1836, drawing by F. Schiertz
Fig.1.4. Urnes church decorated corner post and two wall
planks, 1836, drawing by F. Schiertz
Fig. 1.5.  Urnes church, three nave capitals, 1836, drawing
by F. Schiertz
Fig.1.6.  Urnes church, north portal, 1836, drawing by
F. Schiertz
Fig.1.7.  Urnes church, plan, longitudinal and nave
sections, 1854, drawing by G. A. Bull
Fig. 1.8.  Urnes church, north portal, chancel section,
pentice, and details, 1854, drawing by G. A. Bull
Fig. 1.9.  Urnes church, nave capitals and abatements,
1854, drawing by G. A. Bull
Fig. 1.10. Urnes church, nave capitals, 1854, drawing by
G. A. Bull
Fig. 1.11. Urnes church ¢. 1890, still looking as it did in 1823
Fig. 1.12. Urnes church, late medieval church bell, 1894,
drawing by P. A. Blix
Fig. 1.13. Urnes church, reconstruction of side-altar traces
in the nave, drawing by Hakon Christie
Fig. 1.14. Roof of a medieval tabernacle model
CHAPTER TWO
Fig. 2.1,  View of Urnes church and Ornes promontory
Fig. 2.2.  Urnes church, drawing of nave construction
Fig. 2.3.  Urnes church, west exterior drawing with reused
parts
Fig. 2.4. Urnes church, east exterior drawing with reused

24

parts

Fig. 2.5.

Fig. 2.6.
Fig. 2.7.

Fig. 2.8.

Fig. 2.9.

Fig. 2.10.
Fig. 2.11.
Fig. 2.12.
Fig. 2.13.

Fig. 2.14.

Fig. 2.15.

Fig. 2.16.

Fig. 2.17.

Fig. 2.18.

Urnes church, north exterior drawing with reused
parts

Urnes church, south exterior drawing

Urnes church, ground plan with remains of
different phases

Urnes church, interior of nave looking north,
drawing

Urnes church, interior of nave looking east,
drawing

Urnes church, interior of nave looking west,
drawing

Urnes church, interior of chancel looking east,
drawing

Urnes church, plan showing excavated post-holes
and medieval graves

Urnes church, reconstruction drawing of original
context of carved planks

Urnes church, reconstruction drawing of
connection between wall plank and corner post
Urnes, reconstruction drawing of west facade of
1070s church

Urnes church, drawing of former sills and
reconstructed west wall

Urnes church, reconstruction drawing of west
gable

Urnes church, schematic drawing of chancel
gable with reused panels

CHAPTER THREE

Fig. 3.1.
Fig. 3.2.

Fig. 3.3.
Fig. 3.4.
Fig. 3.5.

Fig. 3.6.

Map of the inner Sognefjord

The inner Sognefjord, map of Viking-age graves
and medieval churches

The inner Sognefjord, map of place-names
indicating trade

The inner Sognefjord, map of nonmonetary
Viking-age hoards and Insular metal objects
The inner Sognefjord, map of single finds and
hoards of iron ingots

The inner Sognefjord, map of soapstone artefacts,
deposits, quarries, and related place-names

CHAPTER FOUR

Fig. 4.1.

Fig. 4.2.
Fig. 4.3.

Fig. 4.4.
Fig. 4.5.

Map of sites with decorated eleventh-century
architectural fragments

Kvikne (Norway) church fragments, drawing
Development of stylistic details in eleventh-
century carvings

Bowl from Lilla Valla (Gotland, Sweden)
Hemse (Gotland, Sweden) church portal




Fig. 4.6. Hopperstad (Norway) church, west portal,
drawing by P. A. Blix

Fig. 4.7.  Lisbjerg (Denmark) altar panel

Fig. 4.8.  Urnes, detail of door leaf from third church.
Photo and © by Thomas E.A. Dale

Fig. 4.9. Trondheim (Norway) fragment

Fig. 4.10. Redven church (Norway), details of portal

Fig. 4.11. Sacramentary of Robert of Jumiéges (England),
Nativity and the Flight into Egypt

Fig. 4.12. Benedictional of Athelwold (England), Entry into
Jerusalem

CHAPTER FOUR APPENDIX

Fig. 4A.1. Bjarnastadahlid (Iceland) panels

Fig. 4A.2. Bjolstad (Norway) jambs, drawing

Fig. 4A.3. Bragarp (Sweden), lintel fragment

Fig. 4A.4. Eke, Gotland (Sweden) fragments, drawing of
incised decoration

Fig. 4A.5. Flatatunga (Iceland) panels

Fig. 4A.6. Gaulverjaba (Iceland) plank

Fig. 4A.7. Glanshammar (Sweden) planks, drawing

Fig. 4A.8. Hadseloy (Norway) plank

Fig. 4A.9. Hammarby (Sweden) planks

Fig. 4A.10. Hopperstad (Norway), drawing of corner-post
fragments

Fig. 4A.11. Hdlar (Iceland) plank

Fig. 4A.12. Humptrup (Germany) wall-plates

Fig. 4A.13. Horning (Denmark) painted wall-plate,
(a) exterior and (b) interior

Fig. 4A.14. Kvikne (Norway) plank, drawing of incised
quadruped

Fig. 4A.15. Mosjo (Sweden) planks, drawing by E. Ekhoff

Fig. 4A.16. Myresj6 (Sweden) planks

Fig. 4A.17. Mddrufell (Iceland) panels

Fig. 4A.18. Novgorod (Russia) half-columns

Fig. 4A.19. Rinde (Norway) fragment

Fig. 4A.20.Radven (Norway) jamb planks

Fig. 4A.21. Torpo (Norway) jamb fragment

Fig. 4A.22. Trondheim (Norway) jamb fragment

Fig. 4A.23. Vrigstad (Sweden) fragments

CHAPTER FIVE

Fig.5.1.  Map of Ireland with sites mentioned in the text

Fig.5.2.  Book of Kells, Temple of Jerusalem

Fig.5.3.  Finial from an early stone church, Church Island
(Ireland)

Fig.5.4. Carved animal head, Dublin

Fig.5.5. Plank fragment in Ringerike style, Dublin

Fig.5.6.  Shrine of St Patrick’s bell (Ireland)

LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS

Fig. 5.7 Mounts from Dollerup church, near Viborg
(Denmark)

Fig.5.8.  Bearndn Chidlain bell shrine, from Glenkeen
(Ireland)

Fig.5.9.  Trial piece with Hiberno-Urnes ornament, from
Killaloe (Ireland)

Fig. 5.10. Fragment of stone cross with runic inscription,
Killaloe (Ireland)

Fig. 5.11. Stone fragment from Donaghenry (Ireland)

Fig. 5.12. Sarcophagus at Cashel (Ireland)

Fig.5.13. Shrine of St. Manchan, from Lemanaghan
(Ireland)

CHAPTER SIX

Fig. 6.1.  Urnes church, reconstruction and west facade,
¢.1070

Fig. 6.2. Jelling (Denmark), runestone of Haraldr blatonn
Gormsson, quadruped with serpent

Fig. 6.3. Jelling (Denmark), runestone of Haraldr blatonn
Gormsson, Christ

Fig. 6.4. Jelling (Denmark), runestone of Haraldr blatonn
Gormsson, text

Fig. 6.5. Nile (Sweden), U 248 runestone, quadruped with
serpent

Fig. 6.6. Maillosa (Sweden), U 244 runestone, quadruped
with serpent

Fig. 6.7.  Killunge (Gotland, Sweden) standard (“weather-
vane”), quadruped with serpent

Fig.6.8.  Urnes, c. 1070 church, drawing of remains of
consecration crosses

Fig. 6.9.  Urnes, ¢. 1070 church, drawing of west gable

Fig. 6.10. Tierp church (Sweden), U 1144 runestone,
quadrupeds (lambs) adoring the cross

Fig. 6.11. Urnes-style brooch, Ser-Fron vicarage (Norway),
winged dragon

Fig. 6.12. Jevington (England), stone relief, Christ treading

on beasts

CHAPTER SEVEN

Fig. 7.1.
Fig. 7.2.
Fig. 7.3.
Fig. 7.4.

Fig. 7.5.
Fig. 7.6
Fig. 7.7.
Fig. 7.8.

Gokstad (Norway) ship burial, tent boards
Overhogdal (Sweden) tapestries

Hoylandet (Norway) embroidery, detail
Hopperstad (Norway), church interior with
textiles, drawing by P. A. Blix

Urnes church, iron hooks

Ron (Norway), embroidery and detail
Urnes church, fragment of “Signe’s Weave”
Uvdal church (Norway), painted linen
fragments




Fig. 7.9.

Kaupanger church (Norway), painted linen
fragment

CHAPTER EIGHT

Fig. 8.1.
Fig. 8.2.
Fig. 8.3.
Fig. 8.4.

Fig. 8.5.

Oseberg (Norway) ship burial, animal head

St. Menas ampulla, Egypt
Jelling church (Denmark), fresco with John the

Baptist preaching to the Jews

Rasted church (Denmark), detail of fresco with
Adoration of the Magi

Stavanger Cathedral (Norway), capital with
manticore

CHAPTER NINE

Fig. 9.1.

Fig. 9.2.
Fig. 9.3.

Fig. 9.4.
Fig. 9.5.

Fig. 9.6.
Fig. 9.7.
Fig. 9.8.
Fig. 9.9.

Fig. 9.10.

Eagle silk, from shrine of St. Knatr, Odense
Cathedral (Denmark)

Borradaile oliphant, from southern Italy or Sicily
San Baudelio de Berlanga (Spain), fresco with
camel and beast roundels

Roda Bible (Catalonia), musicians and acrobats
New Testament from Bury St. Edmonds (England),
Salome dancing

Prayers and Meditations of St. Anselm (England),
Salome dancing

Josephus manuscript from Christ Church,
Canterbury (England), beard pullers with snakes
and dragons

Saint-Sever Beatus (France), beard pullers

Roda Bible (Catalonia), animals in
Nebuchadnezzar’s dream

Roda Bible (Catalonia), winged dragons in
Mardochai’s dream

CHAPTER TEN

Fig. 10.1. Hopperstad (Norway) church, cushion capital
in nave

Fig. 10.2. Hildesheim (Germany), St. Michael, cushion
capital in transept

Fig. 10.3a-b. Stylistic comparison, (a) Urnes church, pentice
capital; (b) Hyde Abbey (England), cloister
capital

Fig. 10.4a~b. Lions, (a) Urnes church, drawing of graffito in
the nave; (b) Urnes church, nave capital with
somersaulting lion

Fig. 10.5. The Old Norse Physiologus B (Iceland), kite

CHAPTER ELEVEN

Fig.
Fig.

Fig.
Fig.

Fig.
Fig.
Fig.
Fig.

Fig.
Fig.

II.T.
II1.2,

11.3.
II.4.

1L.5.

II.6.

I1.7.

I1.8.

T1.9.
I1.10.

Ramsey Psalter (England), Beatus vir initial
Jelling (Denmark), runestone of Haraldr blatonn
Gormsson, Christ

Bestiary (England), stag and serpent

Vézelay (France), Sainte-Marie-Madeleine, nave
capital with St. Eustace hunting

Silos (Spain), Santo Domingo, cloister capital with
beard pullers

Bonn (Germany), St. Martin, cloister capital with
lion and griffin

Saint-Michel-de-Cuxa (France), cloister capital
with double-bodied lions

Bestiary (England), manticore

The Old Norse Physiologus B (Iceland), centaur
Visterplana (Gotland, Sweden) font




