
ACOVID-19 
ANTHOLOGY

Edited by 
AMY M. ALVAREZ
PAMELA GEMME 
SHANAHILL 
AND 
ALEXIS IVY

West Virginia University Press
Morgantown



CONTENTS

LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS............................................................................... xix
FOREWORD I Maria del Guadalupe Davidson ......................................... xxi
PREFACE ..................................................................................................... xxiii
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS ............................................................................... xxxi

FEAR: It lives in droplets

MONSTER UNDER ME ..................................................................................... 3
Fiction I Nathan Blalock

TABLE OF CONTENTS FOR A MANUAL OF
PANDEMIC RESPONSE PROTOCOLS ........................................................... 6

Poetry | RashaAbdulhadi

THE WORST OF TIMES ................................................................................... 8
Essay | Frances Ogamba

ESSENTIALS ................................................................................................... 16
Poetry | Maria James-Thiaw

RECIPE FOR TROUBLED TIMES ................................................................... 18
Poetry | Linda Parsons

NIGHT GUARD ............................................................................................... 20
Poetry | Linda Parsons

PANDEMIC PANDEMONIUM ......................................................................... 22
Poetry | Kenneth Moore

EVEN THE ROBINS KNOW ........................................................................... 23
Poetry | Robert Okaji

ix



CONTENTS

DISTANCE: As we moan into the phone

HOW CORONA EVOLVES OR MAKES US EVOLVE,
OR WE HAVE TO EVOLVE TOGETHER ........................................................ 27

Poetry | Xiaoly Li

SEQUESTERED ALONE ................................................................................. 29
Poetry | Joan Hofmann

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN, ...................................................................... 31
Letter and Poetry | Alyce Copeland

LOVE IN THE TIME OF CORONA ................................................................. 33
Poetry | John Cuetara

WHAT WE KNOW ABOUT THE FATALITIES .............................................. 34
Fiction I Lisa Michelle Moore

DO LOCKDOWNS EVER END? .....................................................................  47
Poetry | Diego Islas

WISH YOU WERE HERE ................................................................................ 48
Poetry | Joan Goodreau

COMFORT ....................................................................................................... 49
Poetry | Celeste Blair

DIDN’T WE ONCE CALL IT LOVE? ............................................................... 51
Poetry | E. Ethelbert Miller

THE CHEAT ..................................................................................................... 52
Poetry | Rayna Momen

HOW I’VE SURVIVED THIS LONG, PART 3 ................................................  55
Poetry | Kasha Martin Gauthier

WHAT IT’S LIKE TO GET MARRIED IN
PRISON DURING A PANDEMIC .................................................................... 56

Essay | Christopher Blackwell

X



CONTENTS

xl

MASK: A parachute that catches my breath

INVISI DIS ABILITY IN COVID TIMES ......................................................... 63
Essay | Catherine Young

CORONA SPRING .......................................................................................... 69
Poetry | Deborah DeNicola

UNMASKED ..................................................................................................... 71
Poetry | FaizaAnum .

THE FABRIC OF SOCIETY ............................................................................ 73
Fiction I Alice Benson

MASKED .......................................................................................................... 81
Poetry | Christine Rhein

MELTDOWN .................................................................................................. 83
Poetry | Mary K O’Melveny

MAY 6, 2020 .................................................................................................. 85
Poetry | Kevin McLellan

BARRIERS ...................................................................................................... 87
Essay | Robbie Gamble

FROM THE QUAHANTINAS .......................................................................... 93
Poetry | Stephanie Lenox

LABOR: Warnings on the floor

BEZOS KNOWS .............................................................................................  97
Poetry | Ranney Campbell

WE ARE FAMILY: A LESSON LEARNED AS AN
ONLINE ENGLISH TEACHER DURING COVID-19 ...................................... 99

Essay | Maya Lear Brewer



CONTENTS

xli

LINE SPEED ................................................................................................... 105
Poetry | Ben Gunsberg

STAYING SOCIALLY AND POLITICALLY ACTIVE
WHILE SOCIALLY DISTANCING: MAKING THE ISSUES
AROUND COVID-19PART OF ONE’S ACTIVISM ....................................... 107

Essay | C. Liegh McInnis

ESSENTIAL MEDICAL WORKERS ARE TO
REPORT TO DUTY .........................................................................................  115

Poetry | Michele Bombardier

THESE HANDS ............................................................................................... 116
Fiction I Z. S. Roe

POSTCARD FROM PANDEMIC ..................................................................... 131
Poetry | Robert Okaji

A CLASSROOM HUMS IN WAIT. ................................................................. 132
Poetry | Vanessa Chica Ferreira

SICKNESS: My stomach charley-horsed

MY COVID STORY ......................................................................................... 137
Essay | Brett L. Massey

ESSENTIALLY UNSEEN ............................................................................... 140
Poetry | Lavinia Kumar

NUDGE ............................................................................................................ 141
Poetry | Phrieda Bogere

ELEGY ............................................................................................................ 143
Poetry | Bianca Alyssa Pérez

I CUT UP MY HILLARY T-SHIRT TO MAKE A COVID MASK ................... 144
Poetry | Joan E. Bauer



CONTENTS

xiii

A STORY OF CONSTANTINE, COVID-19, AND PANDORA .....................  147
Fiction I Waliyah Oladipo

NEW AGE ......................................................................................................  155
Poetry | Robert J. Levy

ALCOHOL WOMAN ...................................................................................... 157
Poetry | Deidra Suwanee Dees

GRIEF: Interjected like a comma

ELEGY, INTERRUPTED .................................................................................  161
Poetry | Emily Ransdell

MY MOTHER WHISPERS, DOESN’T HE LOOK SO PEACEFUL ............... 162
Poetry | Bianca Alyssa Pérez

A SONNET FOR THE LIVING ...................................................................... 163
Poetry | Bianca Alyssa Pérez

«COVIDCLARITY .......................................................................................... 165
Essay | Marcelle Mentor

TRAPPED ....................................................................................................... 169
Poetry | Deidra Suwanee Dees

LOVE, CORONAVIRUS ................................................................................. 170
Poetry | Lisa Suhair Majaj

A POET ATTEMPTS TO HOMESCHOOL, WEEK 6: FRACTIONS ............. 173
Poetry | Kasha Martin Gauthier

EVAPORATING VILLANELLE DURING A TIME OF PANDEMIC .............. 175
Poetry | Jen Karetnick

A DAY IN THE LIFE ....................................................................................... 176
Essay | Eric Ebers



CONTENTS

WHAT YOU WANT TO SAY .......................................................................... 177
Poetry | Maria Rouphail

ZOOM FUNERAL ........................................................................................... 179
Poetry | Laura Glenn

FOR JON, WHO DIED BECAUSE OF TIME ................................................ 180
Poetry | Rayna Momen

SURVIVAL: Remember every surface you touch

ESSENTIAL NONESSENTIALS IN LOCKDOWN ........................................ 185
Poetry | Katy Giebenhain

THE EATERS .................................................................................................. 186
Fiction I Danielle Lauren

OFF-SCRIPT .................................................................................................. 194
Poetry | Monserrat Escobar Arteaga

HEROES .........................................................................................................  197
Fiction I Mark Brazaitis

15 MAR 2020—A ROLL IN THE HAND IS
WORTH TWO ON THE SHELF .................................................................  206

Poetry ] Peter Joel

WE WILL SING OF GONE BODIES SOME DAYS FROM NOW ............... 207
Poetry | Blessing Omeiza Ojo

IN TIMES OF QUARANTINE ....................................................................... 209
Poetry | Rosalie Hendon

HALMONI’S KIMCHI PANCAKES ................................................................ 210
Recipe I Elia Min

COVID CURRICULUM ...................................................................................  212
Essay | Dominique Traverse Locke

xiv



CONTENTS

MONKEYS ...................................................................................................... 217
Poetry | FabiyasMV

JUSTICE AND RECKONING: Colonial co-morbidities

HOW TO MAKE WHITE SUPREMACY GENERATIVE/ 
HOW TO SURVIVE A PANDEMIC ............................................................... 221

Essay | Ahimsa Timoteo Bodhrân

BLACKOUT ................................................................................................... 226

Poetry | Thomas Beckwith

THE MARROW-SUCKING GRIP OF
IMMIGRATION INJUSTICE .......................................................................... 228

Poetry | Kim Denning

WHITE ..........................................................................................................  230

Poetry | Roan Davis

WE’VE BEEN HERE BEFORE ..................................................................... 232

Poetry | Liseli A. Fitzpatrick

CROSSTOWN ............................................................................................... 236
Poetry | Ahimsa Timoteo Bodhrân

MY UNCERTAIN STORY .............................................................................. 237
Essay | Noe Hernandez

EM ONTVLECETV / INVADED ................................................................... 248
Poetry | Deidra Suwanee Dees

POV ............................................................................................................... 249
Poetry | Jameka Hartley

THE HOME OF THE BRAVE ........................................................................ 252
Poetry | David Antonio Reyes

XV



CONTENTS

xvi

THINGS I NEVER TOLD YOU ....................................................................... 254
Poetry | Steve Ramirez

ENVIRONMENT AND PLACE: Let the river turn the stone

LINES BEFORE LOCKDOWN ...........................................   259
Poetry | Lisa Suhair Majaj

HYMN .............................................................................................................. 262
Poetry | Caroline Furr

MAY SHIVERS ...............................................................................................  264
Poetry | Lukpata Lomba Joseph

FOR THE EMPTIERS HAVE EMPTIED THEM OUT .................................... 265
Poetry | Alan Smith Soto

WHILE THE WORLD FELL APART AROUND US ..................................... 266
Poetry | Aimee Nicole

A COVID SPRING COMES TO SOUTHEAST PENNSYLVANIA 269
Poetry | Kenneth Pobo

2020 ............................................................................................................... 270
Poetry | Yuan Changming

FOLDED UP ....................................................................................................  271
Poetry | donnarkevic

SOCIAL DISTANCE ....................................................................................... 272
Poetry | Fred Shaw

AUSTIN ........................................................................................................... 273
Poetry | Jeffrey Taylor



CONTENTS

HOPE: Beyond sorrow there’s a gardenia tree

xvii

DURING QUARANTINE, I EMBRACE MYSELF
AS A LONG-HAULER, ................................................................................. 279

Poetry | Jen Karetnick

MAGDALENA .................................................................................   281
Poetry | Deborah "Deby" Rodriguez

TOO LOUD TO SLEEP ................................................................................. 283
Essay j Natalie Mislang Mann

WHEN THE GAMES RETURN ..................................................................... 287
Poetry | E. Ethelbert Miller

WASTED ....................................................................................................... 289
Essay | Celeste Blair

THIS IS NOT THE END OF THE WORLD ................................................... 301
Poetry | Darius Ate fat-Peckham

TOUCHSCREEN .......................................................................................... 303
Fiction I Mohini Malhotra

NOTES .......................................................................................................... 307
CONTRIBUTORS ...............................................................................   309
ABOUT THE EDITORS ................................................................................... 331



LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS

“THE GREAT EMPTY,” Jody Zellen .............................................................. 2
“ANXIETY,” Ilaria Cortesi ............................................................................. 5
“LONG-DISTANCE LOVE,” Ilaria Cortesi ................................................ 26
"MANIBUS,” Veronica Scharf Garcia .......................................................... 32
“RELIEF WORKER,” Tom Darin Liskey ..................................................... 62
«JUGGALO BLM,” Michael Fox ................................................................... 72
“A COVID RELIEF,” Tom Darin Liskey ...................................................... 96
“RETAIL WORKER,” Tom Darin Liskey .................................................... 114
“HOLD YOUR BREATH,” Michal Mitak Mahgerefteh ............................. 136
“ECLIPSE,” Ilaria Cortesi .......................................................................... 142
“LISTENING TO A STREET PREACHER,”

Tom Darin Liskey ................................................................................. 146
“FAMILY HIT BY JOB LOSS,” Tom Darin Liskey .................................... 160
“EDGE OF THE FOREST,” Caroline Furr ................................................ 164
“CONFINED,” Judea Costes ...................................................................... 184
“MAN IMAGINES,” Richard Vyse ............................................................. 205
"GEORGE FLOYD PROTESTS,” Adam J. Gellings ................................. 220
“PROTEST,” Jody Zellen ........................................................................... 235
“GEORGE FLOYD PROTESTS,” Adam J. Gellings .................................. 251
“CATSKILLS 1,” Judea Costes .................................................................. 258
“CLEMATIS,” Gloria Goguen ..................................................................... 261
“VILLAGE,” Caroline Furr ........................................................................ 263
“CATSKILLS S,” Judea Costes ................................................................. 267
“CATSKILLS 9,” Judea Costes ................................................................... 268
"MOTHER’S DAY,” Christine L. Villa ....................................................... 275
"HAWTHORNE,” Edward Michael Supranowicz ..................................... 278
“MUTHA SIX,” Jillian Dickson .................................................................. 286

xix



LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS

“WASHINGTON,” Michael Hower ............................................................. 288
“IMAGE OF FIRST PAGE OF LETTER,” Luis Perez ................................. 298
“IMAGE OF SECOND PAGE OF LETTER,” Luis Perez ............................ 299
“INFECTION COVID-19,” Luis Perez ........................................................ 300

XX


