
Contents 

Preface v 

1 The Complex Nature of Ethics 1 
Anthropology and Ethical Challenges 3 
History of Ethical Principles and 

Guidelines in Anthropology 3 
Applying Ethical Decision Making 

to Real-Life Problems 12 
Anthropological Challenges and 

Culturally Sensitive Ethics 14 
Thought Questions 16 

2 Legal Codes and Ethical Guidelines 17 
Ethics Didn't Start with Science 19 
Lest History Repeat Itself 26 
Ethical Guidelines for Research 
in the United States 32 

American Anthropology and Ethics 38 
Thought Questions 41 
Ethical Dilemma: Female Genital Cutting 42 

3 Principles for Ethical Research 45 
The Basic Principles 46 
The Right to Privacy and Other Basic Civil Rights 53 

Thought Questions 54 
Ethical Dilemma: Moral Judgment in 

Alto do Cruzeiro 55 



4 Respect for Persons 57 
Voluntary Participation 57 
Competence to Participate 61 
Confidentiality 64 
Informed Consent 65 
Issues in Crosscultural Ethnographic Research 69 

Thought Questions 70 
Ethical Dilemma: Voluntary Participation in 
Clinical Trials 71 

5 Minimizing Harm and Maximizing Justice 73 
Addressing Harm 74 
Exploring the Actions Required 

by the Principle of Justice 77 
Crosscultural Issues 80 
Data Access, Control, and Dissemination 81 

Thought Questions 83 
Ethical Dilemma: The Bio-Bio Case 84 

6 Vulnerable Populations 87 
The Need for Special Protections 88 
The Community as a Vulnerable Population 92 
Advocacy and Vulnerable Populations 93 

Thought Questions 94 

7 Anthropological Ethical Problem-Solving Guide 97 
Steps for Using the Ethical Problem-Solving Guide 98 
Case Study: The Shooting Gallery 103 

Thought Questions 110 
Ethical Dilemma: The Tungurahua Volcano 111 

Epilogue 119 

References 121 
Index 127 


