
w THE 
Devil’s Atlas

31g
X/SCHUSTER pp 

New Yo rk • Sydney -Toronto • New, Délhi 
1 MMXXI fi

Ân Explorer’^Gui de to Hea v en s 
■ Hellsand Aftër§|ÿtds^;'



CONTENTS

INTRODUCTION 8

PART ONE: HELLS AND 
UNDERWORLDS 18
The Ancient Egyptian Duat 20
The Kur Netherworld of Ancient

Mesopotamia 24
Zoroastrian Afterworlds: The House 

of Lies and the House of Song 28 
The Hells of Ancient India 32
Hells of the East 40
Hades 50
Hel: The Norse Underworld 56 
Jahannam: Islamic Hell 60
Mesoamerican Underworlds 68 
Biblical Hell 74

Sheol and Gehenna 74
Visions and Tours of Hell 84
Into the Hell-Mouth 91
A Brief History of the Devil 92
Dante’s Inferno and the Mapping 

of Hell 104
The Evolution of Hell 116

PART TWO: LIMBO, PURGATORY 
AND OTHER MIDWORLDS 132 
Midworlds 132
Limbo 136
Purgatory 140

PART THREE: HEAVENS,
PARADISES AND UTOPIAS 148

A'aru of Ancient Egypt 150
Heavens of Ancient India 154
Heavens of the East 162
Greece and Rome: The Golden Age, 

the Elysian Fields and the Islands 
of the Blessed 168

Mesoamerican Heavens 174
Jannah: The Islamic Garden Paradise 184 
Valhalla 190
Biblical Heaven 194
Mapping the Garden of Eden 218 
Thomas More’s Utopia 226
The Edible Paradise of Cockaigne 230 
Dowie’s Zion 238

CONCLUSION 242

SELECT BIBLIOGRAPHY 246

INDEX 248

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
AND PICTURE CREDITS 254

Opposite: Death’s coat oj arms, 
from an early sixteenth-century 
German heraldry manuscript.


