
Early Medieval Hum and 
Bosnia, ca. 450-1200
Beyond Myths

Danijel Dzino

Routledge
Taylor & Francis Group

LONDON AND NEW YORK



Contents

List of Figures viii
List of Maps ix
Acknowledgments x
List of Abbreviations xi

Introduction 1
Terminology 4
Overview of the chapters 4
Notes 7

1 Setting the stage 8
Geography 8

Hum 8
Bosnia 11

Hum and Bosnia as contested lands 13
Sources 17

Late Antiquity and Dark Ages 18
Early medieval sources 19
De Administrando Imperio and Historia Veneticorum 21
The Chronicle of the Priest of Duklja 23

Notes 26

2 (A long overdue) essay on historiography and archaeology
of late antique and early medieval Hum and Bosnia 29
Historiography 30

Beginnings 30
The ‘Long’ nineteenth century, until 1914 32
The ‘Short’ twentieth century, until 1991 35
Most recent scholarship 43



vi Contents

Archaeology 46
The colonial period 47
The Yugoslav period 48 
Post- Yugoslav era 51 

Conclusion 52
Notes 53

3 The Prelude: making of imperial society1
Making of Roman society 58
Beginning of Late Antiquity 66
Conclusion 70
Notes 71

57

4 ‘Long’ sixth century (ca. 450-630)
Historical narrative 75
Christianity 79
Burials 82
Fortifications and settlement patterns 88
Connectivity and production 99
Conclusion 102
Notes 104

74

5 The Dark Age interlude (ca. 630-800)
The question of collapse 111
Dark Ages 116
Conclusion 120
Notes 122

111

6 ‘The force awakening’: the ninth century
Historical picture 124
Ethnography and political architecture 126
Material evidence 135

Hum 135
Bosnia 143

Conclusion 157
Notes 158

124

7 The lords of Hum (900-1200)
Duke Michael, son of Bouseboutzsis 165 
Hum from Michael to the Nemanjics 169

165



Material evidence 180
Hum: from ethnic community to medieval polity 187 
Notes 188

Contents vii

8 ‘Good ol’ days of ban Rulin’: the birth of
Bosnia (900-1200) 193
The mists of early medieval Bosnia 193
Between the Hungarians and Byzantines 197
Ban Kulm 203
Material evidence 210
Bosnia: making of medieval community 216
Notes 217

Conclusion
Note 223

221

Bibliography 224
Primary sources 224
Modern literature 227

Index 266



Figures

3.1 Inscription of T. Flavius Valens from Breza (photo: A. Lepic).
© Zemaljski muzej Bosne i Hercegovine, Sarajevo 59

3.2 Silvanus and Diana from Ograja-Putovici (photo: Ikbal Coga).
© Muzej grada Zenice, Zenica 65

4.1 Plan of Mogorjelo castellum with chronological phases and 
graves, from Dzino forthcoming, © author, after plan from 
Basler 1958 and data from Dyggve and Wetters (1966).
Numeration of graves in numbers is taken from Dyggve
and Wetters, while numeration in letters is added by author 86

4.2 Bent-stem fibulae: (a, b) Debelo Brdo; (c) Mogorjelo (photo:
A. Lepic). © Zemaljski muzej Bosne i Hercegovine, Sarajevo 91

4.3 (a) Zoomorphic belt buckle from Proboj-Ljubuski;
(b) bird-shaped fibula from Grude (photo: A. Lepic).
© Zemaljski muzej Bosne i Hercegovine, Sarajevo 97

6.1 Warrior grave in Vukodol with reconstruction, from Milosevic
and Pekovic (2022: 55), pic. 24. © Ante Milosevic 132

6.2 Some finds from Grave 112 in Mihaljevici cemetery: (a) cast 
grape-shaped earring; (b) glass-paste necklace (photo: A. Lepic).
© Zemaljski muzej Bosne i Hercegovine, Sarajevo 144

6.3 The tombstone of Great Kaznac Nespina (photo: A. Lepic).
© Zemaljski muzej Bosne i Hercegovine, Sarajevo 148

6.4 Early medieval inscription from Breza 1 (photo: A. Lepic).
© Zemaljski muzej Bosne i Hercegovine, Sarajevo 150

6.5 Plan of Breza 2. © Author after the data from Bojanovski, 
Basler and Sergejevski’s plan of the building published
in Bojanovski and Celie (1969: 9) 151

6.6 Breza 2 building - current, conservated state and reconstruction,
from Milosevic (2011: 128, fig. 143). © Ante Milosevic 153

6.7 Unpublished inscription from Breza (photo: A. Lepic).
© Zemaljski muzej Bosne i Hercegovine, Sarajevo 155

8.1 Inscription of ban Kulin from Biskupici (photo: A. Lepic).
© Zemaljski muzej Bosne i Hercegovine, Sarajevo 208



Maps

1.1 Hum and Bosnia in modern geography 10
3.1 The sites from the Roman era (future Bosnia) 60
3.2 The sites from the Roman era (future Hum) 61
4.1 The sites from the Late Antiquity (future Bosnia) 76
4.2 The sites from the Late Antiquity (future Hum) 77
5.1 The sites from the Dark Ages (future Bosnia) 114
5.2 The sites from the Dark Ages (future Hum) 115
6.1 Political situation before 950, according to

De Administrando Imperio 128
6.2 The sites from the ninth century (Bosnia) 136
6.3 The sites from the ninth century (Hum) 137
7.1 Political communities in the mid-twelfth century, with

Hum’s zupanijas from CPD 176
7.2 The sites in Hum (900-1200) 181
8.1 The sites in Bosnia (900-1200) 211


