
BLUE HELMET 
BUREAUCRATS

United Nations Peacekeeping and the Reinvention of 
Colonialism, 1945-1971

MARGOT TUDOR
University of Exeter

Cambridge
UNIVERSITY PRESS



CONTENTS

List of Figures vi
Acknowledgements vii
Notes on the Text ix
List of Initialisms/Acronyms xi

Introduction 1

1 Testing the Waters, 1945-1955 30

2 Reckoning with Suez, 1956-1959 77

3 Imperial Aspirations, 1960-1961 114

4 Obstructing Self-Determination, 1962-1963

5 From Stagnation to Insignificance, 1964-1971

Conclusion 259

References 269
Index 314

162

214

v



FIGURES

1.1 Ballot card for Saar plebiscite, January 1935. 34
1.2 Ralph Bunche talking with Ben Gurion, U1102496INP, 12 December 1948. 61
1.3 Israeli Foreign Minister Moshe Shertok, SAPA980314325180,

29 November 1948. 64
2.1 Gaza protest, J112923611, 18 March 1957. 100
2.2 The Suez crisis 1956: UN troops in the Sinai Desert, K016700-A4, 9

January 1956. 103
2.3 Sand Dunes, an early edition of The Sand Dune header with camel and sunset

cartoon, UNA, S-1724-0000-0007. 107
2.4 First Israeli occupation of Gaza 1956-57, 52983588HO039_gaza, 7

March 1957. 109
3.1 Congolese woman with baby, U1240454, 22 July 1960. 136
3.2 Memorial service for Patrice Lumumba in Accra: “Hammarskjöld must be sacked”

slogans, K036441. 157
4.1 Dr Djalal Abdoh arrives in West Papua on 14 November 1962, UN7693809. 181
4.2 United Nations Temporary Executive Authority stamps, 1962-1963. 203
4.3 UN-printed First-Anniversary United Nations Temporary Executive Authority 

stamp, 1963. 204
5.1 Photograph taken by the Cyprus police during the arrest of UN troops, September 

1964, UNA, S-1070-0026-18. 249
5.2 Photograph taken by the Cyprus police during the arrest of UN troops, September 

1964, UNA, S-1070-0026-18. 249
5.3 Photograph taken by the Cyprus police during the arrest of UN troops, September 

1964, UNA, S-1070-0026-18. 250
5.4 Photograph taken by the Cyprus police during the arrest of UN troops,

September 1964 of American wheat sack used to hold smuggled weapons, UNA, 
S-1070-0026-18. 250

VÌ


