
ECHO
AND

CRITIQUE
POETRY 

AND THE CLICHÉS OF 
PUBLIC SPEECH

FLORIAN
GARGAILLO

LOUISIANA STATE
UNIVERSITY PRESS

BATON ROUGE



CONTENTS

Introduction 1

1. W. H. Auden on Bureaucratese 19

2. Randall Jarrell on War Propaganda and the American Soldier 36

3. Langston Hughes on War Propaganda and Racial Injustice 58

4. Claude McKay on the Political Clichés of the Home Front 77

5. Robert Lowell on Political Speeches 93

6. Josephine Miles on Business Talk 111

7. Seamus Heaney on Public Talk 131 

Coda 150

Acknowledgments 159 

Notes 161

Bibliography 173

Index 183


