
Contents 

I. Preface and Acknowledgements by the Editor xi 

II. Acknowledgements by the Authors xiv 

Abbreviations xv 

Georg Neumann 
1 History of Excavations in Babylon 1 
1.1 The Re-discovery of Babylon and Early Research 1 
1.1.1 The Islamic Tradition 1 
1.1.2 Early Travellers (12th—16th Century) 2 
1.1.3 The Age of Travel (Second Half of the 16th Century) 3 
1.1.4 Pietro della Valle and the Beginning of Archaeological Research (17th—18th Century) 5 
1.1.5 Archaeological Discovery and Excavations in the 19th Century 10 

1.2 Prelude to the German Excavations in (1884-1898) 23 
1.2.1 Excursus: The Instructions for the Expedition to Babylon 29 

1.3 The German Excavations in Babylon (1899-1917) 35 
1.3.1 Organisation 42 
1.3.2 Excavation Methodology 52 
1.3.3 The Fate of the Finds from Babylon 54 

1.4 Later Excavations in Babylon until Today 59 
1.4.1 German Excavations 1962-1973 59 
1.4.2 The "Archaeological Revival of Babylon Project" 60 
1.4.3 Italian Excavations 61 

Georg Neumann 
2 Localisation and Availability of Data for the Koldewey Excavations 64 

2.1 Excavation Documentation 64 
2.2 Short Overview on Published Data and Analyses 65 
2.2.1 Primary Publications 65 
2.2.2 Secondary Publications 68 

Georg Neumann 
3 The Mounds of Babylon - an Overview 70 
3.1 Babil 70 

3.2 Qa$r 70 
3.3 Sahn 70 

3.4 Amran 71 

3.5 Isan-'Aswad 71 



viii 

3.6 Merkez 71 
3.7 Homera (Isan al-'Ahmar) 71 
3.8 Eastern Mound or Bit AkTtu-Mound 71 

Georg Neumann 
4 The Archaeological Contexts of the Neo-Babylonian Archives 72 
4.1 Preliminary Remarks 72 
4.1.1 Pits 72 
4.1.2 Plana 72 
4.1.3 Excavation Speed 73 
4.1.4 Elevations and Measurements 73 
4.1.5 Pottery 73 
4.1.6 Fire and Destruction Horizons 73 
4.1.7 Strategies 75 

4.2 Archival Contexts in the Merkez Area 78 
4.2.1 Preliminary Remarks 78 
4.2.2 N8 - The Context of the Texts from the IStar Temple 80 
4.2.3 N9 - The Context of the Texts from the Buildings East of the Istar Temple 97 
4.2.4 N10-The Context of the Texts from House VI 136 
4.2.5 N11 -The Context of the Archive of the Ingallea Family 

(found in two Clay Vessels) 150 
4.2.6 N12 - The Context of the Iddin-Nabu-Archive of the Egibi Family 155 
4.2.7 N13 - The Context of Neo-Babylonian Clay Tablets from the Merkez 

Outside the "Archives" 156 

4.3 Archival Contexts in the Qasr Area 170 
4.3.1 N5-The Context of the Text from the Ninmah Temple 170 
4.3.2 N7 - The Context of Neo-Babylonian Clay Tablets from the Qasr 

Outside the "Archives" 193 

4.4 Archival Contexts in the Isan-'Aswad Area 195 
4.4.1 N14-The Contexts of the Texts from the Ninurta Temple 195 
4.4.2 N15 - The Context of the Archival Remains from the Trenches 

North-East and East of the Ninurta Temple 231 
4.4.3 N16-The Context of the Texts from the IShara Temple 290 
4.4.4 N17 - School Tablets found at the Inner City Wall in the South 

of ISan-'Aswad (N17) 299 

4.5 Archival Contexts in the 'Amran Area 301 
4.5.1 N18-Texts from the'Amran Trenches North of the IShara Temple 301 
4.5.2 N19-Trench'Amran 35x 308 
4.5.3 N20-Context of the Text Finds from the Marduk Temple 316 

4.6 Tablet Finds Outside of the Archives from Amran, Sahn, Homera, 
and Babil (N21-24) 331 



ix 

4.6.1 'Amran(N21) 331 
4.6.2 §ahn (N22) 336 
4.6.3 Homera (N23) 338 
4.6.4 Babil (N24) 340 

4.7 Final remarks 340 

Christine Kainert 
5 The Pottery from the Areas of the Neo-Babylonian Archives in Babylon 341 
5.1 Introduction and Research Aims 341 
5.2 Setting of the Pottery Analysis 341 
5.3 Data Basis 343 

5.3.1 General Information 343 
5.3.2 Pottery of the Contexts Investigated by GoviB 346 

5.4 Pottery Data and Comparisons 347 
5.4.1 Discussion of Wares 347 
5.4.2 Catalogue of Vessel-Types and Comparisons 352 

5.5 Discussion of Pottery Contexts 394 
5.5.1 Qa?r 394 
5.5.2 Merkez 396 
5.5.3 l§an 'Aswad 408 
5.5.4 'Amran 412 

5.6 Summary 415 

Christine Kainert 
Plates l-XXXIV 423 

6 Bibliography 493 


